CONGRESS

A Congressional Scorecard Based on the U.S. Constitution

Our second look at the 110th Congress
shows how every representative and sena-
tor voted on key issues, such as the REAL
ID Act, foreign aid, the NAFTA Superhigh-
way, and the DREAM Act.

House Vote Descriptions

ment by a vote of 155-268 (Roll Call 479)
on June 15, 2007. We have assigned plus-
es to the “nays” because the act would
effectively create a national ID card.

1 Foreign Aid. The fiscal 2008 for-

eign-aid appropriations bill (H.R.
2764) would authorize $34.4 billion for
foreign operations and economic assis-

tance. This amount represents another
huge increase over similar House-passed
appropriations for previous fiscal years —
$21.3 billion for 2007, $20.3 billion for
2006, and $19.4 billion for 2005.

The House passed the bill by a vote of
241-178 (Roll Call 542) on June 22, 2007.
We have assigned pluses to the “nays” be-
cause foreign aid is unconstitutional.

11 Funding the REAL ID Act (Na-
tional ID). During consideration of
the Homeland Security appropriations bill,
Representative Brian Bilbray (R-Calif.) of-
fered an amendment to reallocate $150 mil-

lion of the bill’s funding to provide grant
money for assisting states in conforming to
the REAL ID Act of 2005. The REAL ID
Act requires all states to issue standardized
driver’s licenses that would serve as national
ID cards. It was supposed to go into effect
three years after the enactment of the act,
but because of resistance from the states,
the deadline has been extended to 2010
for states that request an extension. Once
enacted, a federal agency would not be al-
lowed to accept for any official purpose a
driver’s license or ID card issued by a state
that fails to meet the act’s requirements.
The House rejected the Bilbray amend-

Real ID: According to the Department of Homeland Security, most state DMV agencies “must
begin issuing REAL ID-compliant licenses and identification cards no later than May 11, 2008.”

ABOUT THIS INDEX

ce he Freedom Index: A Congressional Scorecard Based on the

U.S. Constitution” rates congressmen based on their adher-
ence to constitutional principles of limited government, fiscal re-
sponsibility, national sovereignty, and a traditional foreign policy of
avoiding foreign entanglements. We have changed the name of this
index from “Conservative Index” to “Freedom Index” because the
meaning of “conservative” has changed so dramatically since we
began publishing “The Conservative Index” more than 35 years ago.
Whereas preserving our Constitution, the freedoms it guarantees, and
the moral bedrock on which it is based is what “conservatism” once
meant, nowadays “conservative” is often used to refer to the exact
opposites of these time-honored American values.

To learn how any representative or senator voted on the key
measures described herein, look him or her up in the vote charts.
The scores are derived by dividing a congressman’s constitutional
votes (pluses) by the total number he cast (pluses and minuses)

and multiplying by 100.

The average House score for this index (votes 11-20) is 43 percent;
the average Senate score is 36. Ron Paul (R-Texas) was the only rep-
resentative to score a perfect 100, and John Ensign (R-Nev.), James In-
hofe (R-Okla.), Tom Coburn (R-Okla.), and Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.)
share the top Senate score of 80 percent. We encourage readers to
examine how their own congressmen voted on each of the 10 key mea-
sures as well as overall. This is our second index for the 110th Con-
gress. Our first index for the 110th Congress (votes 1-10) appeared
in our July 23, 2007 issue. Previous “Conservative/Freedom Index”
congressional scorecards are available online for the 107th, 108th,
109th, and 110th Congresses at www.jbs.org/taxonomy/term/210.

We also encourage readers to commend legislators for their con-
stitutional votes and to urge improvement where needed. For con-
gressional contact information and a series of pre-written letters to
Congress on some key issues go to www.capwiz.com/jbs/home. H
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House Vote Scores

Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 ﬂ Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 ﬂ
ALABAMA 33 Watson (D) 40% + -+ - + +  35%
1 Bonner (R) 57% ? 7 o+ o+ + + ? - 53% 34 Roybal-Allard (D) 40 + -+ + + 35
2 Everett (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - 61 35 Waters (D) 40 + - -+ - + + 40
3 Rogers, Mike D. (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - 53 36 Harman (D) 30 + -+ - - + 25
4 Aderholt (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ + ? + 58 37 Richardson (D) [ S A 770 +
5 Cramer (D) 22 -7 + o+ B ) | 38 Napolitano (D) 44 £o0 = = & - + + 37
6 Bachus, S. (R) 57 + + ? o+ ? T 59 39 Sanchez, Linda (D) 30 + - - -+ -+ 3
7 Davis, A. (D) 10 - - - + - - - - - 15 40 Royce (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - - - 63
ALASKA 41 Lewis, Jerry (R) 67 + + + + + + 7 - - - 56
Young, D. (R) 67 + + + 7 7 + 2?2 - - 56 42 Miller, Gary (R) 56 A L A
43 Baca (D) 40 + - - -+ - -+ -+ 30
ARIZONz.\ 44 Calvert (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - - - 53
1 Renzi (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - - - 53 45 Bono (R) i + . o+ e
2 I:‘ranks, L 67 4 4 4 4 I 46 Rohrabacher (R) 67 - o+ + + + + 7 -+ - 68
3 Shadegg (R) 56 oo+t + - - - 68 47 Sanchez, Loretta (D) 44 + 7 + -+ -+ 32
4 Pa.stor (D) 40 oo ot o+ % 48 Campbell (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 72 - - - 68
5 Mitchell (D) 0 - - -+ + - - - 49 Issa (R) 03 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 - 7 - 50
6 Flake (R) R 63 - 4+ + + + o+ 2 - 7 - 56
7 Grijalva (D) 40 + - - -+ - -+ -+ 35 51 Filner (D) 30 . o- - S oo+ - 430
8 s () B e T 5 Hunter (R) 60 - 7 -+ o+ o+ 7777 G4
ARKANSAS 53 Davis, S. (D) 22 + 7 - - + 21
1 Berry (D) 40 + o+ - -+ - -+ - - 40 COLORADO
2 Snyder (D) L L L 1 DeGette (D) 300 4 - - -+ - o4 - - 30
3 Boozman (R) 56+ + - o+ 4+ + 7 - - - 53 2 Udall, M. (D) 30 . . 44 B ]
4 Ross (D) 20 - - -+ 4 - 3 Salazar, ]. (D) 20+ - + - - - - 15
CALIFORNIA 4 Musgrave (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - - - 58
1 Thompson, M. D) 30 + - - - + - -+ - - 30 5 Lamborn (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ 4+ + 7?7 - - - 68
2 Herger (R) 56 + + + + - + 7?2 - - - 63 6 Tancredo (R) 57 - o+ o+ 7+ N
3 Lungren (R) 63 + + + + T T B ) 7 Perlmutter (D) 40 9+ - - o+ o+ ]
4 Dooht.tle (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 7?2 - - - 68 CONNECTICUT
5 Matsui (D) 30+ + * - - 30 1 Larson,]. (D) 30 o+ - - - 4+ - -+ - - 30
6 Wf)olsey (D) 4+ - + + 7+ 42 2 Courtney (D) o o+ - - - 4 T
7 Mlller', George (D) 33 [ + + + 2 3 DelLauro (D) 40 o+ - - - 4+ - -+ -+ 30
S LPelo(s;) gD): Speaker - [ A A + 7 - ig 4 Shays (R) 0 - - - 4 . e ... %
ee + - + + +
10 Tauscher (D) 20 + - - - + - 20 5 Murphy, C. (D) 4 oot S
11 McNerney (D) 40 - - -+ 4 + - + 30 | DELAWARE
12 Lantos (D) B+ - - + A R Castle (R) CU S S S -
13 Stark (D) 44 + o+ ? + + 39 FLORIDA
14 Eshoo (D) 30 + - + + - 30 1 Miller, J. (R) 63 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - -7 T3
15 Honda (D) 22 + - - ? + - 26 2 Boyd, A. (D) 30 + -+ o+ - - - - - 20
16 Lofgren (D) 20 + - + - 25 3 Brown, C. (D) 30 + - -+ R ] |
17 Farr (D) 20 + - - + - - 25 4 Crenshaw (R) 71 + + + + + AR 59
18 Cardoza (D) 20 SR - -+ - - 15 5 Brown-Waite, G. (R) 56 + o+ + 4+ + 7 - - - 47
19 Radanovich (R) 50 -+ o+ 7+ + 0?2 - - - 56 6 Stearns (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 58
20 Costa (D) 10 = = = + = = = = = 11 7 Mica (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 63
21 Nunes (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + ? - - - 58 8 Keller (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 53
22 McCarthy, K. (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - - - 58 9 Bilirakis (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 58
23 Capps (D) 20 o+ - - + - - 25 10 Young, C.W. (R) 70+ + + + + + + - - - 55
24 Gallegly (R) 60 o+ o+ o+ + o+ - 60 11 Castor (D) 30 o+ - -4 - -+ - - 25
25 McKeon (R) 63 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - 7 - 61 12 Putnam (R) 67 o+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - - - 063
26 Dreier (R) 44 - TR 13 Buchanan (R) 44 -4+ + o+ + 7 47
27 Sherman (D) 44 + - -4 - -+ 7+ 32 14 Mack (R) 56 + -+ o+ o+ + ? 63
28 Berman (D) 20 o= - + - - 15 15 Weldon (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - - - 74
29 Schiff (D) 30 + - + + - - 25 16 Mahoney (D) 40 + -+ o+ - -+ - - 25
30 Waxman (D) 30 + - + + - 25 17 Meek, K. (D) 30 + - -+ - -+ - - 25
31 Becerra (D) 22 + - + ? - 26 18 Ros-Lehtinen (R) 44 + + + - - + 7 - - - 42
32 Solis (D) 40 + - - + + + 35 19 Wexler (D) 40 + + - -+ -+ 30

The scores are derived by dividing a representative’s constitutionally correct votes (pluses) by the total number he cast (pluses and minuses) and multiplying by 100. (A “?” indicates that
a rep. did not vote. If a rep. cast fewer than five votes in this index, a score is not assigned.) Match numbers at the top of the chart to House vote descriptions on pages 32, 34, and 36.
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1

Hot air: Congress seems to be warming to the idea of regulating emissions of greenhouse gases.

1 Global Climate Change. During

consideration of the fiscal 2008
Interior appropriations bill (H.R. 2643),
Representative Joe Barton (R-Texas) in-
troduced an amendment to strike from
the bill nonbinding language calling for
a mandatory program to combat global
warming. Specifically, this provision of
H.R. 2643 expresses “the sense of the
Congress that there should be enacted a
comprehensive and effective national pro-
gram of mandatory, market-based limits
and incentives” to reduce global green-
house-gas emissions. An example of so-
called “market-based limits” would be to
allow companies that want to exceed their
allowable emissions output to buy permits
or allowances from compa-
nies that choose not to use
their full allotment.

The House rejected the
Barton amendment, and
thereby kept the global-
warming language in the
bill, by a vote of 153-274
(Roll Call 555) on June 26,
2007. We have assigned
pluses to the “yeas” because
mandatory limits on green-
house-gas emissions would
harm the economy.

14 Proof of Legal

Residency for Fed-
eral Housing Vouchers.
During consideration of the
bill to authorize the Section

”‘s—i

8 housing voucher program through 2012,
Representative Shelley Moore Capito
(R-W.Va.) offered a motion to recommit
the bill back to committee to add language
requiring that all occupants of Section 8
low-income housing establish proof of
legal residency. The proof could consist
of one of the following: a Social Security
card along with a state or federal photo ID
card; a U.S. passport; a driver’s license; or
a U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Ser-
vices photo ID card. The intent of Capito’s
motion is to prevent illegal aliens from re-
ceiving federally subsidized housing.

The House agreed to Capito’s motion
by a vote of 233-186 (Roll Call 628) on
July 12, 2007. We have assigned pluses to

NQURINi(rE

« NEW
ECTION

-

SCHIP Veto: House Speaker Pelosi with Representative Rahm Emanuel at a
press conference on SCHIP on October 18. The House failed to override the
president’s veto of the measure.

the “yeas” because the federal government
should not subsidize the housing of illegal
aliens. (Of course, it should end housing
subsidies to American citizens as well
since such aid is unconstitutional.)

1 NAFTA Superhighway. During
consideration of the fiscal 2008
Transportation-HUD appropriations bill,
Representative Duncan Hunter (R-Calif.)
offered an amendment to prohibit the use
of the funds in the bill for participation
n “a working group under the Security
and Prosperity Partnership,” including the
NAFTA Superhighway. A news release
issued by Hunter’s congressional office
explained that “SPP working groups are
advancing a plan to build the NAFTA
Super Highway — an international cor-
ridor extending between the U.S., Mexico
and Canada.” The NAFTA Superhighway
is part of a broader plan to gradually in-
tegrate the three countries in a North
American Union. (For more information,
see the “North American Union” issue of
THE NEW AMERICAN, available at www.
thenewamerican.com/node/6230.)

The House adopted the Hunter amend-
ment by a vote of 362-63 (Roll Call 707)
on July 24, 2007. We have assigned pluses
to the “yeas” because the NAFTA Super-
highway threatens our national security
and economy.

1 SCHIP. This bill (H.R. 3162)

would authorize about $86 billion
over five years for the State
Children’s Health Insurance
Program (SCHIP). The fed-
eral funds are given to state
governments to provide
healthcare for low-income,
uninsured children. How-
ever, this expansion would
extend the program to oth-
ers from higher-income
families who are already
covered by private insur-
ance plans.

The House passed the
bill by a vote of 225-204
(Roll Call 787) on August
1, 2007. We have assigned
pluses to the “nays” because
federal healthcare funding is
unconstitutional.
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Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 1-20 Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 1-20
20 Wasserman-Schultz D) 20% + - - - - - -+ - - 17% | KANSAS
21 Diaz-Balart, L. (R) 44 + o+ o+ - - + 7 - - - 42 1 Moran, Jerry (R) 50% - + + + + + - - - - 50%
22 Klein, R. (D) 33 + - - o+ o+ - - 7 - - 26 2 Boyda, N. (D) 40 - - -+ o+ - -+ -+ 25
23 Hastings, A. (D) 40  + - - - % - -+ -+ 30 3 Moore, D. (D) 33 - - -+ o+ - -+ 2 -2
24 Teeney (R) 5+ o+ o+ o+ o+ + P o= B = 7 4 Tiahrt (R) 56 -+ 4+ o+ o+ + ? - - - 58
25 Diaz-Balart, M. (R) 44 + o+ o+ - - + 7 - - - 42 KENTUCKY
GEORGIA 1 Whitfield (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ w0 = = = 58
1 Kingston (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 7?2 - - - 63 2 Lewis, R. (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - - - 58
2 Bishop, S. (D) 30 + - - -+ R T | 3 Yarmuth (D) 40 o+ - -+ - -+ -+ 3
3 Westmoreland (R) 63 7+ o+ o+ 4+ + 7 - - - 63 4 Davis, G. (R) 50 -+ P+ o+ + 7 - - - 50
4 Johnson, H. (D) 44 + 7 + + - o+ 37 5 Rogers, H. (R) 67 + + + + + + 7 - - - 58
5 Lewis, John (D) 30 + - - + + - - 35 6 Chandler (D) 40 + - -+ o+ - - + 30
6 Price, T. (R) 44 - - + + + + ? - - - 56 LOUISIANA
7 Linder (R) 6 - o+ 4+ o+ 4 7 - - - 68 1 Jindal (R) 80+ + - 7 4+ 4+ 7 7 7 7 60
8 Marshall (D) 4 - 4 + 7 + - - -+ 44 2 Jefferson (D) 40+ R S -+ - 430
9 Deal (R) 56 - o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - - - 68 3 Melancon (D) 30+ U 3 25
10 Broun (R) P 2 + 2 - - - 25 4 McCrery (R) 50 + + + ? + 2 53
11 Gingrey (R) 56 - 4+ 4+ 1 - - -6 5 Alexande, R. R) 67 + + + + + + 7 58
12 Barrow (D) 20 - - -+ 4 -5 6 Baker (R) 67  + + + + + + 7 68
13 Scott, D. (D) 0+ - - + L 7 Boustany (R) 67  + + + o+ + + 7 63
HAWAII MAINE
1 Abercrombie (D) 50 o+ - - -+ - -+ o+ 4+ 40 1 Allen (D) 40 B + -+ - 437
2 Hirono (D) o+ - - - R S S 2 2 Michaud (D) 0+ - - -+ - -+ -+ 4
IDAHO MARYLAND
1 Sali (R) 6+ + 4+ -+ 4 7 - - - 68 1 Gilchrest (R) 4+ -
2 Simpson (R) 67  + + o+ o+ 4 + 1 - - -6l 2 Ruppersberger ) 20  + .- - + - 15
ILLINOIS 3 Sarbanes (D) 40 + + + + 30
1 Rush (D) 30 + + + 30 4 Wynn (D) 40 + T - + + 32
2 Jackson, J. (D) 40 o+ - + + -+ 35 5 Hoyer (D) 20 0+ - - - - - -+ - 15
3 Lipinski (D) 40 + - + o+ - + 30 6 Bartlett (R) 44 -+ -+ o+ + 7 - - - 53
4 Gutierrez (D) 25 7 - - -2 - -+ - + 25 7 Cummings (D) 40 + - - -+ - -+ -+ 35
5 Emanuel (D) m o - - - - S R (! 8 Van Hollen (D) 20+ - - - + 20
6 Roskam (R) 67 + + + + o+ + 7 - - 63 MASSACHUSETTS
7 Davis, Danny (D) 4 o+ - - -+ - -+ P+ 37 1 Olver (D) 30 o+ . + 30
8 Bean (D) 0 - - -+ ks - 20 2 Neal (D) 20 o+ = = - + 25
9 Schakowsky (D) 0 9+ - - -+ - -+ -+ 35 3 McGovern (D) 40 o+ + . + 35
10 Kirk (R) B - - sy - 32 4 Frank, B. (D) 20+ 5 o = : + 25
11 Weller (R) 22 - - -+ + 7 - 37 5 Tsongas (D) [ T T 77 +
12 Costello (D) 50 + - + + + + 45 6 Tierney (D) 40 o + + + 35
13 Biggert (R) 44 + - -+ o+ + 0?7 - - - 37 7 Markey (D) 30 + oL _ + 30
14 Hastert (R) 67 o+ 7 o+ 7 4+ + ? ? - - 57 8 Capuano (D) 40 4 Sy B + + 35
15 Johnson, Timothy (R) 50 + -+ o+ + -+ - - 50 9 Tynch (D) 30 * + + 30
16 Manzullo (R) 56 - o+ + + o+ + 7 - - - 68 10 Delahunt (D) 2 4 oL B ? + 28
17 Hare (D) 40 + - - + -+ -+ 35
18 LaHood (R) 3 - o+ - o+ 2 voro- 1 38 M;C;‘tlllﬁa“l(N o “ . . e @
19 Shimkus (R) 67 A ot 58 2 Hoekstra (R) 78 + + + 4+ o+ + ? - - + 74
INDIANA 3 Ehlers (R) 33 0+ - -+ + 0?7 - - - 53
1 Visclosky (D) 40 o+ - + -+ -+ 35 4 Camp (R) 56 e & o o oo + 7 - - - 58
2 Donnelly (D) 40 - - + o+ + - - -+ 40 5 Kildee (D) 40 o+ + + - o+ 35
3 Souder (R) 56+ - o+ o+ o+ + 7 - - o1 6 Upton (R) 50 - + - + + )
4 Buyer (R) 5o+ 4+ o+ 4 + 7 ?® 7 Walberg (R) 67 + + + + + + 7 68
5 Burton (R) 0 -+ o+ 4 4 ot -6 8 Rogers, Mike (R) 50 - o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 58
6 Pence (R) S + ! -6 9 Knollenberg (R) 56+ + o+ + + 7 56
7 Carson (D) 8+ - > + 1133 10 Miller, C. (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 53
8 Ellsworth (D) 30 - toF + - ) 11 McCotter (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 53
9 Hill (D) CUN N VR TN () 30+ - - o - + - 25
I0OWA 13 Kilpatrick (D) 33+ + ? + 32
1 Braley (D) 33 0+ - - -+ - -+ - 7 28 14 Conyers (D) 38 o+ - - + ! + 33
2 Loebsack (D) 40 + - - -+ + - + 35 15 Dingell (D) 30 + + + 30
3 Boswell (D) 0 - - -+ + - - - - - 20 | MNNESOTA
4 Latham (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - - - 53 1 Walz (D) 30 4+ - - - 4 - - - -+ 2
5 King, S. (R) 50 -+ 4+ + 0. - - 63 2 Kline, J. (R) 4 - o+ o+ o+ - + 7 - - - 58

The scores are derived by dividing a representative’s constitutionally correct votes (pluses) by the total number he cast (pluses and minuses) and multiplying by 100. (A “?” indicates that
a rep. did not vote. If a rep. cast fewer than five votes in this index, a score is not assigned.) Match numbers at the top of the chart to House vote descriptions on pages 32, 34, and 36.
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1 Agriculture Appropriations. The

2008 Agriculture appropriations bill
would provide $90.7 billion for the Agri-
culture department, the Food and Drug
Administration, and related agencies. It
would include funding for the food-stamp
($39.8 billion) and child-nutrition pro-
grams ($13.9 billion), farm subsidies and
crop insurance, conservation programs,
rural development programs, etc.

The House passed the bill by a vote of
237-18 (Roll Call 816) on August 2, 2007.
We have assigned pluses to the “nays” be-
cause federal aid to farmers and federal
food aid to individuals are not authorized
in the Constitution.

1 Foreign Intelligence Surveil-

lance. This bill (S. 1927) would
allow warrantless electronic surveillance
(eavesdropping) of targets outside the
United States regardless of whether they
are communicating with someone within
the United States. This surveillance had
been conducted illegally by the CIA.
Under this legislation, communications

AP Images

companies would be required to comply
with surveillance requests and would be
provided lawsuit protections.

The House passed S. 1927 by a vote
of 227-183 (Roll Call 836) on August
4, 2007. We have assigned pluses to the
“nays” because warrantless surveillance
of American citizens is a violation of
the Fourth Amendment provision against
“unreasonable searches and seizures.” Al-
though the bill includes a sunset provision
causing it to expire after six months, Presi-
dent Bush has already called for making
the bill permanent.

1 Thought Crimes. This bill (H.R.

1955), known as the “Violent Radi-
calization and Homegrown Terrorism Pre-
vention Act of 2007,” could more aptly be
titled the “Thought Crimes Act.” The bill
would establish a National Commission
on the Prevention of Violent Radicaliza-
tion and Homegrown Terrorism and estab-
lish a grant program to prevent radicaliza-
tion in the United States. However, critics
charge that the bill is a thinly disguised

Thought crimes: Demonstrators oppose gay marriage in Maryland in 2005. The House
passed H.R. 1955, a bill some say could criminalize such dissent, on October 23.

attempt to criminalize dissent, based on
the bill’s vague and open-ended language
that could be used to trample basic rights
to free speech and assembly, and turn le-
gitimate dissent into thought crimes. For
instance, the bill defines “violent radical-
ization” as “the process of adopting or pro-
moting an extremist belief system for the
purpose of facilitating ideologically based
violence to advance political, religious, or
social change.” The bill does not define ei-
ther “extremist belief system” or “facilitat-
ing ideologically based violence.” The bill
also states that “the Internet has aided in
facilitating violent radicalization, ideolog-
ically based violence, and the homegrown
terrorism process in the United States by
providing access to broad and constant
streams of terrorist-related propaganda to
United States citizens.”

The House passed H.R. 1955 by a vote
of 404-6 (Roll Call 993) on October 23,
2007. We have assigned pluses to the
“nays” because the bill threatens legiti-
mate dissent.

2 Peru Free Trade Agreement.
The Peru Free Trade Agree-
ment (H.R. 3688) is another in a series
of free-trade agreements to transfer
the power to regulate trade (and other
powers as well) to regional arrange-
ments. Other examples include the
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA) and Central Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA).
However, the Committee on Ways
and Means Report accompanying
H.R. 3688 noted that “the Peru FTA
has become the first U.S. free trade
agreement to include, in its core text
fully enforceable commitments by the
Parties to adopt, maintain, and enforce
basic international labor standards, as
stated in the 1988 ILO Declaration on
Fundamental Principles and Rights
at Work.” The ILO, or International
Labor Organization, is a UN agency.
The House passed the bill by a
vote of 285-132 (Roll Call 1060) on
November 8, 2007. We have assigned
pluses to the “nays” because the Peru
FTA and other so-called free-trade ar-
rangements threaten our national in-
dependence and (as we’ve seen with
NAFTA) harm our economy.
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Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 1-20 Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 1-20
3 Ramstad (R) 40% - + o+ + o+ - 40% 9 Weiner (D) 33% + ? + + 26%
4 McCollum (D) 30 + - + + - 30 10 Towns (D) 20 + - - - - -+ 20
5 Ellison (D) 40 + - - + -+ + 35 11 Clarke (D) 17 + - - 2 2?7 25
6 Bachmann (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 - 63 12 Velazquez (D) 40 + + + + 35
7 Peterson, C. (D) 40 -+ -+ o+ -+ 40 13 Fossella (R) 40 + -4 + o+ 40
8 Oberstar (D) 33 + + + 737 14 Maloney (D) 30 + - + + 30
MISSISSIPPI 15 Rangel (D) 2 o+ - - - + 26
1 Wicker (R) 67 + 4+ + + o+ + ? = 63 16 Serrano (D) 40 + - - F - + + 35
2 Thompson, B. (D) 40 + - + -+ + 35 17 Engel (D) 20 i . . i 14
3 Pickering (R) 63 7+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - 63 18 Lowey (D) 30 + -t N + 25
4 Taylor (D) 60 + o+ + o+ + + 50 19 Hall,J. (D) 40 -+ o+ = + + 35
20 Gillibrand (D) 30 + o+ + 30
MISSOURI ) 21 MeNulty (D) 30 - + + 3
! Cla.y ) 204 * 7 oo 26 22 Hinchey (D) 40+ + - + 35
2 Akin (R) 67  + + 4+ + 4+ 4 7 - 08 1 93 MeHugh (R) 44 v s w + 47
3 Carnahan (D) 40 o + ': + % 24 Arcuri (D) 40 + - -+ - + + 35
4 Skelton (D) 33 + - -+ o+ ? - 21 25 Walsh (R) 30 . 4 . - 35
2 Cleaver (D) 52 it i 7 i : 30 26 Reynolds (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 58
Graves (R) 5 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 - 59 27 Higgins (D) 30 + s . + 25
7 Blunt (R) 44 i L o7 53 28 Slaughter (D) 44 + 7+ -+ + 37
8 Emerson (R) 50 + o+ o+ o+ + - 42 29 Kuhl (R) 67 + o+ o+ 4 s . 53
9 Hulshof (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - - 53
NORTH CAROLINA
MONTANA , 1 Butterfield (D) 30 + - -+ - + 30
Rehberg (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - 63 2 Eiheridge (D) 30 . - " 2
NEBRASKA 3 Jones, W. (R) 60 + -+ o+ + + + 55
1 Fortenberry (R) 44 -+ o+ + 7 - 53 4 Price, D. (D) 20 + - -y 25
2 Terry (R) 67 4+ + + o+ o+ + ? - 63 5 Foxx (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 - 68
3 Smith, Adrian (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ & 7 - - 58 6 Coble (R) 5+ o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 2 67
NEVADA 7 McIntyre (D) 50 + + o+ + - + 40
1 Berkley (D) 33 - 7+ -t + 2 8 Hayes (R) 67 + o+ o+ v o= U + 58
2 Heller (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 - 53 9 Myrick (R) 56 + o+ + o+ + 7 58
3 Porter (R) 33 -+ o+ + 7 _ 37 10 McHenry (R) 56 + o+ 4+ o+ + 7 63
NEW HAMPSHIRE 11 Shuler (D) 50 + -+ o+ + + 45
12 Wait (D) 30 s S a - i 32
1 Shea-Porter (D) 40 + - - + + + 30 13 Miller, B. (D) 40 . . . .30
2 Hodes (D) 50 + - + o+ + + 35 T h
NORTH DAKOTA
NEW JERSEY Pomeroy (D) 20 + - -+ - 15
1 Andrews (D) 33 P - = + ) T2
2 LoBiondo (R) 40 + - + o+ - - + 40 OHIO
3 Saxton (R) 50 P P o 7 _ 44 1 Chabot (R) 60 + o+ o+ o+ + 4+ 60
4 Smith, C. (R) 67 + + + o+ + 7 + 58 2 Schmidt (R) 56 LA + 7 53
5 Garrett (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 -9 3 Turner (R) 56 ot + ot + 7 53
6 Pallone (D) 0+ - + -+ + 35 4 Jordan (R) 56 L 63
7 Ferguson (R) 33 o+ - - o+ 4 ? - - 37 5 Vacant
8 Pascrell (D) 30+ + + - 30 6 Wilson, C. (D) 56+ o+ -+ 4+ T + 37
9 Rothman (D) 33 + - - + + - 2 32 7 Hobson (R) 44 + + o+ + 7 53
10 Payne (D) 44+ - i o4 + 37 8 Boehner (R) 56 + o+ 4+ + 7 58
11 Frelinghuysen (R) 44  + - + o+ + ? - 37 9 Kaptur (D) 40+ - F - + + 40
12 Holt (D) 40 L - i i + 35 10 Kucinich (D) 60 o = = & - + + 55
13 Sires (D) 30 + - - + + _ 30 11 Jones, S. (D) 30 + + -+ 26
iberi . ?
NEW MEXICO 12 Tiberi (R) 44 + + o+ + 7 53
- 13 Sutton (D) 40 + + -4 + 35
1 Wilson, H. (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 53
14 LaTourette (R) 56 + -+ o+ + 7 + 47
2 Pearce (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - - 63
3 Udall. T, (D) 30 30 15 Pryce, D. (R) 44 + -+ o+ + 7 37
v *o * + 16 Regula (R) 67 + + + + + + ? 53
NEW YORK 17 Ryan, T. (D) 40+ B - + + 35
1 Bishop, T. (D) 30 o+ - + + - 30 18 Space (D) 30 - & - + 20
2 Is.rael D) 20 + - -4+ - 20 OKLAHOMA
3 King, P. (R) 33 + - -+ + ? - 42 o
1 Sullivan (R) 50 7+ o+ o+ + 7 - 56
4 McCarthy, C. (D) 30 + + + 25
2 Boren (D) 44 + -+ o+ + - ? 42
5 Ackerman (D) 22 7 - - + + - - 21
3 Lucas (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 58
6 Meeks, G. (D) 20 + - + - 25
4 Cole (R) 56 + + + 4+ + 7 58
7 Crowley (D) 20 + - + - 20 5 Fallin (R) 56 P . 2 58
8 Nadler (D) 40 + - - + + + 29 ’

The scores are derived by dividing a representative’s constitutionally correct votes (pluses) by the total number he cast (pluses and minuses) and multiplying by 100. (A “?” indicates that
a rep. did not vote. If a rep. cast fewer than five votes in this index, a score is not assigned.) Match numbers at the top of the chart to House vote descriptions on pages 32, 34, and 36.
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CONGRESS

Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 1-20 Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 ﬂ
OREGON 14 Paul (R) 100% ? + + 7?7 + + + 2 7 o+ 100%
1 Wu (D) 40% + - - - + - -+ -+ 35% 15 Hinojosa (D) 22 + - + ? 21
2 Walden (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ + + 7 - - - 42 16 Reyes (D) 33+ - -+ - + 7 26
3 Blumenauer (D) 20 0+ - - - - - -+ - - 2 17 Edwards (D) 20+ - -+ - 15
4 DeFazio (D) 30 .- - -y - -+ -+ 30 18 Jackson-Lee,S. (D) 40  + - - - 4+ + + 35
5 Hooley (D) 20 - - - -+ - -+ - - 25 19 Neugebauer (R) 56 -+ 4+ o+ o+ - 63
PENNSYLVANIA 20 Gonzalez (D) 20 + - - - - - -+ - - 20
1 Brady, R. (D) 0+ - - + + -+ 31 | 21 Smith L (R) 56 - 4+ 4+ o+ 7 - - - 53
2 Fattah (D) 30 + - - + - -+ - 27 22 Lampson (D) 30 + - -+ o+ B 25
3 English (R) 33 -- -y ¥ + 7 - - - 37 23 Rodriguez (D) 30 + - - -4 + 20
4 Altmire (D) 30 - - -+ o+ ) 24 Marchant (R) 56 S+ o+ o+ o+ + 2 50
5 Peterson, J. (R) 75 + o+ o+ o+ 4+ + 2 - 1 - 06 25 Doggett (D) 30 + - - -+ 2 + 30
6 Gerlach (R) 33 .- -y ¥ ) 26 Burgess (R) 67 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 + 63
7 Sestak (D) 30 P N + - - 25 27 Ortiz (D) 38 + 2 -+ - -+ - - 25
8 Murphy, P. (D) 50 + - - o+ o+ .-+ -+ 40 28 Cuellar (D) 0 ... . ... 0
9 Shuster (R) 56 - o+ + + + + 7 - - - 58 29 Green, G. (D) 40+ - - & > + 30
10 Carney (D) 30 - - -+ ¥ - 425 30 Johnson, E. (D) 22 + - - + 7 - 20
11 Kanjorski (D) 50 4+ - - o+ o+ + + 37 31 Carter (R) 67 4+ + + 4+ + o+ 7 - 68
12 Murtha (D) 33 o= = + 7 o+ - - 26 32 Sessions, P. (R) 57 7+ 7+ o+ + 7 - 65
13 Schwartz (D) 33 + - 2 + + - 26 UTAH
14 Doyle (D) 40 + - + - - 4+ - 4+ 35 1 Bishop, R. (R) 71 -+ o+ o+ 2 + ? - 7 + 69
15 Dent (R) 33 - - -+ 4+ T T ] 2 Matheson (D) 30 - - -+ 4 - ]
16 Pitts (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 2 - - - 65 3 Cannon (R) 44 -+ o+ o+ - + 7 58
17 Holden (D) 50 + - -+ 4 -+ -+ 30 VERMONT
18 Murphy, T. (R) 60 -+ o+ o+ o+ o= = = o 5 Welch (D) 44 - s S s 37
19 Platts (R) 56 + 4+ -+ o+ + ? - - - 42
VIRGINIA
RHODE ISLAND 1 Vacant
1 Kennedy, P. (D) 30 + - - - - - -+ -+ 3 2 Drake (R) 67 + + + + + + 7 63
2 Langevin (D) 40 + - - -+ - - 4+ - 4+ 35 3 Scott, R. (D) 40 + . B + 35
SOUTH CAROLINA 4 Forbes (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 58
1 Brown, H. (R) 67 + + o+ o+ 4+ + 7 - 63 5 Goode (R) 78 + o+ o+ o+ + o+ ? + 63
2 Wilson, J. (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - - 63 6 Goodlatte (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 53
3 Barrett (R) 63 - o+ + + + + 7 7 -T2 7 Cantor (R) 56 - o+ + + + + 7 67
4 Inglis (R) 44 -+ + o+ + 7 - - - 063 8 Moran, James (D) 30 + - - -4 - + 30
5 Spratt (D) 40 + - - + + -+ 25 9 Boucher (D) 40 + - - -+ - + + 30
6 Clyburn (D) 30 o+ - - + + - - 30 10 Wolf (R) 44 -+ - 4 4 + 7 - 47
SOUTH DAKOTA 11 Davis, T. (R) 56 T + o+ ? 53
Herseth-Sandlin (D) 20 - - -+ o+ - - - - - 15 WASHINGTON
TENNESSEE 1 Inslee (D) 20 + - - - - - -+ - - 25
1 Davis, David (R) 56 o+ o+ o+ + 7 - - - 58 2 Larsen, R. (D) 20 0+ - - - - - -+ - - 20
2 Duncan (R) 80 -+ o+ o+ o+ + + - + + 8 5 Baird (D) 20 - - - -t - -+ - - U
3 Wamp (R) 67 + + + + + + 7?2 - - - 58 4 Hastings, D. (R) 8+ o+ o+ + 7 - -+ 68
4 Davis, L. (D) 30 -+ -+ o+ - - - . - 35 5 Rodgers, (R) 78 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - - + 8
5 Cooper (D) 3 S O 6 Dicks (D) 20+ = - - = - = - A
6 Gordon (D) 20 - - -+ o+ ) 7 McDermott (D) 30 + P 30
7 Blackburn (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - - - 58 8 Reichert (R) 33 + - - e 0 = = =
8 Tanner (D) 20 - -+ o+ L 16 9 Smith, Adam (D) 20 + - R + 20
9 Cohen (D) 40 + - + -+ -+ 30 WEST VIRGINIA
TEXAS 1 Mollohan (D) 50 wod = = 4 - -+ -+ 40
1 Gohmert (R) 56 - o+ + + + + 7 - - 58 2 Capito (R) 4 -+ o+ o+ o+ B
2 Poe (R) 63 + o+ o+ o+ + 2 - - 2 06l 5 Rahall (D) 50 + +t - - F = = 4= 45
3 Johnson, S. (R) 57 oAb o ? 7 7 - - 71 | WISCONSIN
4 Hall, R. (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + ? - 58 1 Ryan,P. (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + ? - - - 58
5 Hensarling (R) 56 + o+ o+ o+ + 7 - 68 2 Baldwin (D) 40 + - - -4 - + + 35
6 Barton (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - - 53 3 Kind (D) 20 o+ - - - - + -20
7 Culberson (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - - 67 4 Moore, G. (D) 33 + - - - 4 - + 7 32
8 Brady, K. (R) 03 7o+ o+ o+ o+ + 0?7 - - -0l S Sensenbrenner (R) 56 - + + + + + 7 08
9 Green, A. (D) 40+ - + -+ -+ 35 6 Petri (R) 50 - o+ - o+ + + o+ 50
10 McCaul (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 2 - - - 58 7 Obey (D) 30 - - - -+ + + 30
11 Conaway (R) 67 + + o+ o+ 4+ + 7 - 68 8 Kagen (D) 40 + - - -+ - + + 35
12 Granger (R) 67 + o+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - 58 WYOMING
13 Thornberry (R) 56 -+ o+ o+ o+ + 7 - - 58 Cubin (R) 60 I T N N v

The scores are derived by dividing a representative’s constitutionally correct votes (pluses) by the total number he cast (pluses and minuses) and multiplying by 100. (A “?” indicates that
a rep. did not vote. If a rep. cast fewer than five votes in this index, a score is not assigned.) Match numbers at the top of the chart to House vote descriptions on pages 32, 34, and 36.
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1 SCHIP. H.R. 976 would

reauthorize the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program
(SCHIP) to the amount of $60.2
billion for five years. The proposed
amount would expand the program
by $35.2 billion and cover an addi-
tion 6.1 million children.

The Senate passed H.R. 976
on August 2, 2007, by a vote of
68-31 (Roll Call 307). We have
assigned pluses to the “nays” be-
cause taxpayer-financed federal
health insurance is unconstitu-
tional. (For a similar version of
SCHIP, see House vote #16)

After successful passage of
H.R. 976 in both the House and Senate,
President Bush vetoed the measure on
October 3, 2007.

AP Images

1 Protect America Act. The Pro-

tect America Act (S. 1927) would
amend the Foreign Intelligence Surveil-
lance Act (FISA) to allow warrantless
electronic eavesdropping on communica-
tions where at least one individual is based
outside of the United States. (The same
version of this bill is detailed in House
vote #18.)

The Senate passed S. 1927 on August 3,
2007, by a vote of 60-28 (Roll Call 309).
‘We have assigned pluses to the “nays” be-
cause warrantless surveillance of Ameri-
can citizens is a violation of the Fourth
Amendment’s prohibition “against unrea-
sonable searches and seizures.”

1 UN “Peacekeeping” Increase.

During consideration of the for-
eign-aid appropriations bill (H.R. 2764),
Senator John Ensign (R-Nev.) introduced
an amendment to strike a provision in H.R.
2764 that would increase the limit on the
U.S. share of UN “peacekeeping” opera-
tions from 25 percent to 27.1 percent.

The Senate rejected the Ensign amend-
ment to H.R. 2764 on September 6, 2007,
by a vote of 30-63 (Roll Call 317). We
have assigned pluses to the “yeas” because
the United States should not be funding
UN “peacekeeping” period — let alone
increasing the amount.
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Mexican trucks: A Mexican trucker
checks his load before heading north
to the United States. A pilot program
launched in September allows

Freedom Index

Senate Vote Descriptions

The Senate passed the Dor-
gan amendment to H.R. 3074
on September 11, 2007, by a
vote of 75-23 (Roll Call 331).
We have assigned pluses to the
“yeas” because allowing Mexi-
can trucks to travel freely across
U.S. highways presents a threat
to our national security and dis-
places American truckers whose
jobs would be lost to Mexican
workers.

Mexican trucks to make deliveries
throughout the United States.

1 Foreign-aid Contributions. The

fiscal 2008 foreign-aid appropria-
tions bill (H.R. 2764) would authorize
$34.4 billion for foreign-aid operations
and economic assistance programs. In
part, the bill would appropriate $9.1 bil-
lion for the U.S. Agency for Internation-
al Development, $5.1 billion to combat
HIV/AIDS and other diseases, and $1.2
billion for the Millennium Challenge
Account.

The Senate passed H.R. 2764 on Sep-
tember 6, 2007, by a vote of 81-12 (Roll
Call 325). We have assigned pluses to the
“nays” because foreign aid is unconstitu-
tional. (For a similar vote on 2008 foreign-
aid appropriations, see House vote #12.)

1 Mexican Trucking. During con-

sideration of the fiscal 2008 Trans-
portation-HUD appropriations bill (H.R.
3074), Senator Byron Dorgan (D-N.D.)
introduced an amendment to “prohibit the
establishment of a program that allows
Mexican truck drivers to operate beyond
the commercial zones near the Mexican
border.” This amendment was introduced
in response to a new pilot program that was
launched in September that allows Mexi-
can truckers to operate beyond the 25-mile
radius of the Mexican border as previously
limited. Opponents of the Mexican trucks
argue that the newly launched program
sponsored by the Department of Transpor-
tation would pose a threat to U.S. security
and displace American workers.

1 Debt Limit Increase.

This bill (House Joint
Resolution 43) would increase
the national debt limit to an as-
tronomical $9.8 trillion, an $850 billion
increase. This increase would be the fifth
time the national debt was raised since
2002, representing about a $3 trillion in-
crease in just the last five years.

The Senate passed House Joint Reso-
lution 43 on September 27, 2007, by a
vote of 53-42 (Roll Call 354). We have
assigned pluses to the “nays” because
raising the public debt limit by $850 bil-
lion facilitates continued, gross fiscal
irresponsibility.

1 7 Labor-HHS-Education Appropria-

tions. This massive appropriations
bill (H.R. 3043) would appropriate $605.5
billion in fiscal 2008 for the Departments
of Labor, Health and Human Services, and
Education. This spending bill represents
the largest domestic spending bill the Sen-
ate has passed in the 110th Congress. H.R.
3043 would provide monies for the Edu-
cation Department ($63 billion), the Labor
Department ($14.9 billion), the Department
of Health and Human Services ($479.1 bil-
lion), and related agencies.

The Senate passed H.R. 3043 on Oc-
tober 23, 2007, by a vote of 75-19 (Roll
Call 391). We have assigned pluses to the
“nays” because social-welfare programs
and federal involvement in education are
unconstitutional.

1 DREAM Act. After a number of
failed attempts to pass the DREAM
Act (S. 2205) as an amendment to larger




Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 ﬂ Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 ﬂ

ALABAMA MAINE

Shelby (R) 40% + - + - + - -+ - - 60% Snowe (R) 10% - - - - + .- - 15%

Sessions, J. (R) 67 R + + + ? - 74 Collins (R) 10 - = = = s - - - - -2
ALASKA MARYLAND

Stevens (R) 10 - - - - - -+ - - 30 Mikulski (D) 30 - - - -+ + - - -+ 15

Murkowski (R) 20 = = 4 = = - -+ - - 35 Cardin (D) 30 -+ - -+ s = = = & 15
ARIZONA MASSACHUSETTS

McCain (R) + 2 77 7?7 7 72 750 Kennedy, E. (D) 38 -+ - -+ Y A A S

Kyl (R) 50 + - o+ - - - 4+ 4+ + - 60 Kerry (D) 33 - + - - - + 16
ARKANSAS MICHIGAN

Lincoln (D) 38 - -+ + - - -+ 17 Levin, C. (D) 30 -+ - -+ - - - -+ 20

Pryor (D) 40 - - = = + -+ - + 30 Stabenow (D) 30 e R S ) 5
CALIFORNIA MINNESOTA

Feinstein (D) 10 - - - -+ e 5 Coleman (R) 10 - - - -+ R 35

Boxer (D) 38 - - -+ + - ? - + 22 Klobuchar (D) 30 - - - -+ + - - - + 15
COLORADO MISSISSIPPI

Allard (R) 60 + -+ - - + + + + - 70 Cochran (R) 20 + - - - - - -+ - - 45

Salazar, K. (D) 30 - - - -+ + - - -+ 2 Lott (R) 22 + 0?2+ - - SO Y
CONNECTICUT MISSOURI

Dodd (D) -+ 7?7+ + 2?2 2 25 Bond (R) 30 - -+ - - - -+ o+ - 55

Lieberman (I) 0 - - - - - - - - - - 5 McCaskill (D) 40 - - - - + - + - + 35
DELAWARE MONTANA

Biden (D) -+ 7+ [ S 21 Baucus, M. (D) 40 -+ - -+ - -+ -+ 40

Carper (D) 10 - R 5 Tester (D) 50 -+ - -+ + -+ -+ 40
FLORIDA NEBRASKA

Nelson, Bill (D) 20 - - - -+ - - - -+ 10 Hagel (R) 10 + - - - - - - - - - 30

Martinez (R) 20 £ = o = = s & = = = 40 Nelson, Ben (D) 30 = = & = & e 40
GEORGIA NEVADA

Chambliss (R) 70 + -+ o+ o+ + -+ 4+ - 70 Reid, H. (D) 30 -+ - -+ - - - -+ 20

Isakson (R) 70 + -+ o+ o+ + -+ o+ - 70 Ensign (R) 80 + -+ o+ o+ + o+ o+ o+ - 75
HAWAII NEW HAMPSHIRE

Inouye (D) 20 - - - -+ - - - -+ 15 Gregg (R) 44 + 0?2 - - - -+ o+ o+ - 47

Akaka (D) 30 S R - = = = x5 Sununu (R) 20 = = = = = B 50
IDAHO NEW JERSEY

Craig (R) 43 + - 72 + - -+ - 53 Lautenberg (D) 40 -+ - -+ + - - - + 25

Crapo (R) 50 + -+ -+ + - o+ - - 65 Menendez (D) 40 -+ - -+ + - - -+ 20
ILLINOIS NEW MEXICO

Durbin (D) 30 -+ - -+ - - - -+ 20 Domenici (R) 10 - - - - e 40

Obama (D) -+ 7?7+ [ A 15 Bingaman (D) 40 -+ - -+ + - - - + 25
INDIANA NEW YORK

Lugar (R) 0 A .- - - - 26 Schumer (D) 20 -+ - -+ - - - - 12

Bayh (D) 20 I e + - - - - 25 Clinton (D) -+ 77+ [ S S 21
IOWA NORTH CAROLINA

Grassley (R) 20 - -+ - - - -+ - - 45 Dole (R) 50 + - o+ -+ + - o+ - - 65

Harkin (D) 38 R S + - - 7 + 28 Burr (R) 60 + -+ - - + o+ o+ o+ - 55
KANSAS NORTH DAKOTA

Brownback (R) 67 + -+ o+ o+ 7+ -+ - 71 Conrad (D) 30 - - - -+ - -+ -+ 25

Roberts (R) 30 S =k - - 4+ - - 50 Dorgan (D) 33 - - -+ -+ 37
KENTUCKY OHIO

McConnell (R) 30 + - - - - - -+ o+ - 50 Voinovich (R) 50 + - - -4 + - o+ o+ - 50

Bunning (R) 67 + 7 o+ - - + + + + - 74 Brown, S. (D) 40 I + - - -+ 30
LOUISIANA OKLAHOMA

Landrieu (D) 20 R - -+ - - 32 Inhofe (R) 80 + -+ o+ o+ + o+ o+ o+ - 84

Vitter (R) 50 + - o+ - - S 65 Coburn (R) 80 + -+ 4+ o+ + 4+ + + - 9
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Freedom Index

Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 ﬂ Votes: 11-20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 ﬂ

OREGON UTAH

Wyden (D) 33% - + - - + - - -+ 16% Hatch (R) 20% - - o+ - o+ - - - - - 37%
Smith, G. (R) 30 - - - -+ + + - - 35 Bennett (R) 20 + - o+ - - - - - - - 35
PENNSYLVANIA VERMONT

Specter (R) 20 - - - -+ - - 4+ - - 30 Leahy (D) 40 -+ - -+ + - - - + 25
Casey (D) 20 - - = = - - - - 4+ 20 Sanders (I) 40 T + - - - + 30
RHODE ISLAND VIRGINIA

Reed, J. (D) 40 -+ - -+ + - - - + 25 Warner (R) 20 - - - -+ - -+ - - 35
Whitehouse (D) 30 -+ - -+ - - - - %+ 20 Webb (D) 30 - - - -+ + - - -+ 3
SOUTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON

Graham (R) 80 + -+ o+ o+ + o+ o+ o+ - 68 Murray (D) 22 - - -+ T [
DeMint (R) 70 + -+ o+ - + o+ o+ o+ - 80 Cantwell (D) 30 + - -+ - - - -+ 15
SOUTH DAKOTA WEST VIRGINIA

Johnson, Tim (D) 25 [ - - - -+ 25 Byrd (D) 40 -+ - -+ - -+ -+ 35
Thune (R) 70 + -+ -+ + o+ o+ o+ - 70 Rockefeller (D) 30 -+ - -+ - - - -+ 30
TENNESSEE WISCONSIN

Alexander, L. (R) 38 - - -+ + - o+ - 7 56 Kohl (D) 40 -+ - -+ + - - -+ 20
Corker (R) 40 - - -+ o+ -+ o+ - - 55 Feingold (D) 30 -+ - -+ - - - -+ 20
TEXAS WYOMING

Hutchison (R) 20 - -+ - - + - - - - 35 Enzi (R) 70 + -+ 4+ o+ -+ o+ o+ - 75
Cornyn (R) 67 + -+ o+ - + o+ o+ - ? 68 Barrasso (R) 70 + -+ 4+ o+ -+ o+ o+ - 73

The scores are derived by dividing a senator’s constitutionally correct votes (pluses) by the total number he cast (pluses and minuses) and multiplying by 100. (A “?” indicates that a
senator did not vote. If a senator cast fewer than five votes in this index, a score is not assigned.) Match numbers at the top of the chart to Senate vote descriptions on pages 41 and 43.

bills, Senator Richard Durbin (D-IIl.)
introduced this amnesty bill as a stand-
alone piece of legislation. The DREAM
Act would allow children who illegally
entered the country before the age of 16
to remain in the United States and attend a
college or university, taking advantage of
government benefits.

The Senate failed to invoke cloture on
S. 2205 on October 24, 2007, by a vote of
52-44 (Roll Call 394). We have assigned
pluses to the “nays” because the DREAM
Act would implement an amnesty program
by placing millions of illegal immigrants
on a path toward citizenship.

The Senate passed S. 294 on October 30,
2007, by a vote of 70-22 (Roll Call 400).
We have assigned pluses to the “nays” be-
cause spending billions of tax dollars for
federal grants and subsidies for Amtrak
transportation is unconstitutional.

2 Mukasey Confirmation. When

Michael Mukasey testified at his
confirmation hearings for attorney gen-
eral, he repeatedly refused to say that wa-
terboarding and other harsh interrogation
techniques reportedly practiced by the CIA
constituted torture and were therefore ille-
gal. (Waterboarding is a form of controlled

drowning.) He also stated, incredibly, that
the president could operate outside laws
passed by Congress if “what goes outside
the statute lies within the authority of the
president to defend the country.”

The Senate confirmed Michael Mukasey
as U.S. attorney general on November 8,
2007, by a vote of 53-40 (Roll Call 407).
In so doing, the U.S. Senate demonstrated
its willingness to tolerate torture — which
is anathema to American values — and its
willingness to allow the president to trump
laws passed by Congress in the name of
national security. We have therefore as-
signed pluses to the “nays.” ll

1 Amtrak Reauthorization. This bill

(S. 294) would authorize $11.4 bil-
lion for Amtrak funding over the next six
years. That amount would include mon-
ies for operating subsidies ($3.3 billion)
and capital grants ($4.9 billion). If passed,
states would be required to provide a 20-
percent match of funds.

Senator Jim DeMint (R-S.C.) opposed
the reauthorization of federal funds to
Amtrak. According to DeMint, Amtrak
routes are so unprofitable that each ticket
is federally subsidized by hundreds of dol-
lars. Amtrak was created in 1970 and has
been operating under annual federal ap-
propriation funds since 2002.

Money pit: Amtrak is perpetually unprofitable,
and American taxpayers subsidize the rail
carrier to the tune of billions of dollars.
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