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Late in the night on September 30, 
2018, Canada agreed to join the 
new, renegotiated NAFTA — of-

ficially named the United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement, or USMCA — meet-
ing the self-imposed midnight deadline in 
order to complete an agreement in time for 
Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto to 
sign before his departure from office on 
December 1, 2018.

In a joint statement, United States Trade 
Representative Robert Lighthizer and Ca-
nadian Foreign Affairs Minister Chrystia 
Freeland said:

Today, Canada and the United States 
reached an agreement, alongside 
Mexico, on a new, modernized trade 
agreement for the 21st Century: 
the United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement (USMCA). USMCA will 

give our workers, farmers, ranchers 
and businesses a high-standard trade 
agreement that will result in freer 
markets, fairer trade and robust eco-
nomic growth in our region. It will 
strengthen the middle class, and cre-
ate good, well-paying jobs and new 
opportunities for the nearly half bil-
lion people who call North America 
home. 

We look forward to further deep-
ening our close economic ties when 
this new agreement enters into force.

We would like to thank Mexican 
Economy Secretary Ildefonso Gua-
jardo for his close collaboration over 
the past 13 months.

Within hours of their announcement, the 
full text of the agreement was posted on 
the USTR website for the public to read.

The proposed USMCA has been widely 
portrayed as a replacement for NAFTA, 

which supposedly will no longer exist. 
Yet an honest look at the new agreement 
shows that what will no longer exist is the 
highly unpopular NAFTA name. In fact, 
not only does the USMCA retain sover-
eignty-diminishing provisions found in 
the NAFTA agreement, but it actually 
strengthens and expands them.  

The USMCA has a total of 34 chapters, 
12 more than the original 1994 NAFTA, 
which only had 22 chapters. Unlike the 
1994 NAFTA, the USMCA includes chap-
ters on labor, the environment, anticorrup-
tion, regulatory policy, competitiveness, 
and Mexico’s exclusive ownership of its 
gasoline and natural gas resources, among 
others. 

The following is a list of the USMCA’s 
34 chapters, along with their annexes:

1.  Initial Provisions and General 
Definitions

2.  National Treatment and Market 
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U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer (center), a longtime member of the globalist 
Council on Foreign Relations, gestures while speaking after President Donald Trump announced 
a revamped North American “free trade” deal, known as the United States-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement, or USMCA, in the Rose Garden of the White House in Washington, October 1. 

NORTH AMERICAN UNION

Access for Goods 
• US Tariff Schedule 
•  US TRQ Appendix, MX Tariff 

Schedule 
• CA Tariff Schedule 
• CA TRQ Appendix

3. Agriculture 
• Agriculture Chapter 
• Mexico-US Bilateral Annex 
• Canada-US Bilateral Annex 
• Alcohol Annex 
•  Proprietary Food Formulas 

Annex
4.  Rules of Origin, with Product Spe-

cific Rules
5. Origin Procedures
6. Textiles and Apparel
7. Customs and Trade Facilitation
8.  Recognition of the Mexican State’s 

Direct, Inalienable, and Imprescrip-
tible Ownership of Hydrocarbons

 9.  Sanitary and Phytosanitary  
Measures

10. Trade Remedies
11. Technical Barriers to Trade
12. Sectoral Annexes
13. Government Procurement
14. Investment
15. Cross-Border Trade in Services
16. Temporary Entry
17. Financial Services
18. Telecommunications
19. Digital Trade
20. Intellectual Property
21. Competition Policy
22. State-Owned Enterprises
23. Labor
24. Environment
25.  Small and Medium-Sized 

 Enterprises
26. Competitiveness
27. Anticorruption
28. Good Regulatory Practices
29. Publication and Administration
30.  Administrative and Institutional 

Provisions
31. Dispute Settlement

32.  Exceptions and General 
 Provisions

33.  Macroeconomic Policies and 
 Exchange Rate Matters

34. Final Provisions

In total, the USMCA is a whopping 1,809 
pages —1,572 pages for the treaty itself, 
214 pages for additional annexes, and 
23 pages for side letters. In comparison, 
NAFTA was over 1,700 pages long — 
741 pages for the treaty itself, 348 pages 
for annexes, and 619 pages for additional 
footnotes and explanations.

Once in force, the agreement will have 
a 16-year life, after which it will automat-
ically be terminated unless the countries 
agree to renew the agreement for another 
16 years. According to Article 34.7 of 

Chapter 34, entitled “Final Provisions,” 
the “Agreement shall terminate 16 years 
after the date of its entry into force, unless 
each Party confirms it wishes to continue 
the Agreement for a new 16-year term.” 
In other words, if the USMCA goes into 
effect in 2019, the agreement would not 
terminate until the year 2035 unless it is 
renewed for another 16 years, at which 
point it would not expire until 2051.

However, the United States, Mexico, 
and Canada will have an opportunity to 
review the agreement every six years, at 
which time they can decide whether to 
renew it or not, or propose changes. If 
during the review the head of state of one 
of the countries expresses a desire to re-
main in the agreement, the agreement will 
be given an automatic renewal. Countries 
also have the opportunity to withdraw 
from the agreement with a six-month writ-
ten notice. Even if one country withdraws, 
the agreement remains in effect for the 
other countries.

According to Article 34.6, “A Party 
may withdraw from this Agreement by 
providing written notice of withdrawal to 
the other Parties. A withdrawal shall take 
effect six months after a Party provides 

The proposed USMCA has been widely portrayed as 

a replacement for NAFTA, which supposedly will no 

longer exist. Yet an honest look at the new agreement 

shows that what will no longer exist is the highly 

unpopular NAFTA name.
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written notice to the other Parties. If a 
Party withdraws, the Agreement shall re-
main in force for the remaining Parties.”

Submission to International Authority
Consistent with other globalist schemes, 
the USMCA follows the “rules-based 
system” of compliance with international 
authorities such as the World Trade Or-
ganization, International Labor Organiza-
tion, and  a plethora of United Nations 
conventions including the Law of the Sea 
Treaty, and the furtherance of “sustain-
able development,” which is mentioned 
no fewer than six times in the environ-
ment chapter.

One example of the USMCA’s complete 
subordination to international authority 
can be found in Article 24.18 of the new 
environment chapter, regarding fisheries, 
which states in part:

Each Party shall base its fisher-
ies management system on the best 
scientific evidence available and 
on internationally recognized best 
practices for fisheries management 
and conservation as reflected in the 
relevant provisions of international 
instruments aimed at ensuring the 
sustainable use and conservation of 
marine species.

The footnote below for that section de-
fines what exactly those “international 
instruments” are, stating:

These instruments include, among 
others, and as they may apply, Unit-
ed Nations Convention on Law of the 
Sea (UNCLOS), the United Nations 
Agreement for the Implementation 
of the Provisions of the United Na-
tions Convention on the Law of the 
Sea of December 1982 relating to 
the Conservation and Management 
of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly 
Migratory Fish Stocks, done at New 
York, December 4, 1995 (UN Fish 
Stocks Agreement), the FAO Code of 
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries, 
the 1993 FAO Agreement to Promote 
Compliance with International Con-
servation and Management Measures 
by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas 
(Compliance Agreement), done at 
Rome, November 24, 1993, the 2001 

FAO International Plan of Action to 
Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, 
Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU 
Fishing), and the 2009 Agreement 
on Port State Measures to Prevent, 
Deter, and Eliminate IUU Fishing.

Toward a North American Union
In a bold step toward a potential North 
American Union, the USMCA establishes 
a new governing international bureaucra-
cy. Chapter 30 of the agreement establish-
es the creation of a Free Trade Commis-
sion as a regional governing bureaucracy 
overseeing various lower regional com-
mittees. Article 30, Section 1, of the agree-
ment states, “The Parties hereby establish 

a Free Trade Commission, composed of 
government representatives of each Party 
at the level of Ministers or their desig-
nees.” Article 30, Section 2, outlines the 
various functions and powers of the Free 
Trade Commission as follows:

The Commission shall:
(a)  consider matters relating to the 

implementation or operation of 
this Agreement;

(b)  consider proposals to amend or 
modify this Agreement;

(c)  supervise the work of committees, 
working groups, and other subsid-
iary bodies established under this 
Agreement;

Toward a North American Union: (From left) Canadian Foreign Minister Chrystia Freeland, Mexican 
Economy Minister Ildefonso Guajardo and U.S. Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer attend a 
press conference in Mexico City on March 5, 2018, for talks on the North American Free Trade 
Agreement. By September 30, 2018, all three countries had agreed on the USMCA agreement, which 
would replace NAFTA. The new agreement includes a North American Competitiveness Committee 
with “a view to promoting further economic integration” of the U.S., Mexico, and Canada.

In a bold step toward a potential North American 

Union, the USMCA establishes a new governing 

international bureaucracy. Chapter 30 of the 

agreement establishes the creation of a Free Trade 

Commission as a regional governing bureaucracy 

overseeing various lower regional committees.

3Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today!

AP Images



(d)  consider ways to further enhance 
trade and investment between the 
Parties;

(e)  adopt and update the Rules of 
Procedure and Code of Conduct; 
and

(f)  review the roster established 
under Article 31.8 (Roster and 
Qualifications of Panelists) every 
three years and, when appropriate, 
constitute a new roster.

The Free Trade Commission requires the 
United States, Mexico, and Canada to “es-
tablish and oversee a Secretariat compris-
ing national Sections.” All three countries 
will be responsible for establishing and 
maintaining a “permanent office of its 
Section and be responsible for its opera-
tion and costs.” The role of the secretariat 
will be to assist and promote the work of 
the commission, provide administrative 
assistance to any dispute-settlement pan-
els, and cover the costs and expenses for 
panelists, assistants, and experts involved 
in a dispute-settlement proceeding.

Beneath the Free Trade Commission, 
the USMCA authorizes all three countries 
to establish the following subordinate 
committees: 

• Committee on Agricultural Trade 
•  Committee on Rules of Origin and 

Origin Procedures 
•  Committee on Textile and Apparel 

Trade Matters 
•  Customs and Trade Facilitation 

Committee 
•  Committee on Technical Barriers to 

Trade 
•  Committee on Government Pro-

curement
•  Committee on Transportation Ser-

vices
• Committee on Financial Services
• Committee on Telecommunications 
•  Committee on Intellectual Property 

Rights 
•  Committee on State-Owned Enter-

prises and  Designated Monopolies 
• Environment Committee 
•  Committee on SME (Small and 

Medium-Sized Enterprises) Issues 
•  North American Competitiveness 

Committee, 
•  Committee on Good Regulatory 

Practices
•  Advisory Committee on Private 

Commercial Disputes

The specific functions for each commit-

tee are outlined in their corresponding 
chapters. Nevertheless, all of these com-
mittees are to be comprised of represen-
tatives from the governments of all three 
countries. The committees are responsi-
ble for overseeing and helping to imple-
ment the agreement in their particular 
area. They will also be tasked with ad-
dressing any issues that arise under their 
area.

Committees will meet regularly or on 
an annual basis, and they are supposed to 
help encourage or foster greater coopera-
tion and trade among all three countries 
in their given areas. Committees can also 
propose changes or revisions to the chap-
ter in the agreement that corresponds to 
their area. All of the committees’ work, 
discussions, findings, and recommen-
dations are to be submitted to the Free 
Trade Commission for consideration.

And much like the TPP Commission, 
the Free Trade Commission can make 
changes to the USMCA without the con-
sent of Congress. In fact, the agreement 
completely undermines Congress’s con-
stitutional Article I, Section 8 power to 
regulate trade with foreign nations, such 
as Mexico and Canada, and to impose 
tariffs on them should the need arise, as 
in the case of national security. 

The Free Trade Commission would also 
have the power to consider or adopt any 
changes to a country’s scheduled tariff 
commitments by accelerating the elimina-
tion of tariffs or by making “adjustments 
to the Tariff Preferential Levels estab-
lished in Chapter 6 (Textile and Apparel 
Goods).”

Among the most revealing and unsur-
prising aspects of these transnational com-
mittees, which underscores the value of 
the USMCA to the Deep State, is the stated 
objective of the North American Com-
petitiveness Committee. In the USMCA’s 
Chapter 26 on competitiveness, all three 
countries agree to establish a Committee 
on Competitiveness, or a North American 
Competitiveness Committee, with “a view 
to promoting further economic integration 
among the Parties and enhancing the com-
petitiveness of North American exports.” 
[Emphasis added.] In other words, the 
committee’s objective is not about mak-
ing the United States, Mexico, and Cana-
da more competitive with each other, but 
making the three of them as a bloc more 

Submission to International Authority: Consistent with other globalist schemes, the USMCA 
follows the “rules-based system” of compliance to international authorities such as the World 
Trade Organization, International Labor Organization, and a plethora of United Nations conventions 
including the Law of the Sea treaty and the furtherance of “sustainable development.”
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competitive with the rest of the world — 
hence its function to promote “further 
economic integration” between the three 
countries.

USMCA will not help the United States, 
Mexico, or Canada be more competitive 
individually or boost any one of these 
three countries’ economies. The Deep 
State does not wish for the United States 
alone to be competitive with the rest of 
the world, or maintain global economic 
dominance; instead it must surrender its 
sovereignty — along with that of its neigh-
bors — to a new supranational body that 
will supposedly protect “North American” 
jobs, industry, and economy.

Rather than putting “America first,” 
as President Trump has repeatedly prom-
ised, or “Making America Great Again,” 
his new NAFTA, the USMCA, demotes 
the United States to second tier in pur-
suit of making North America great. The 
USMCA makes North America great at 
the expense of the United States and its 
national sovereignty. 

Under this scheme, the United States 
will be required to surrender its sover-

eignty in order to be a member of the 
winning team. Americans have been lied 
to and duped by their government into 
believing that their elected leaders are 
working in their interest, only to have 
them subordinate America’s interests to 
those of North America. It’s only a mat-
ter of time before the same charade is 
pulled on North America in order to in-
tegrate it with the world’s other regional 
trade blocs (e.g., the European Union, 
African Union, Union of South America, 
Eurasian Economic Union, RCEP, TPP, 
TTIP) into one world economic union 
and commission, under the auspices of 
the United Nations and the World Trade 
Organization.

The result of “promoting further eco-
nomic integration” among the United 
States, Mexico, and Canada, necessitating 
the creation of an all-powerful, unelected 
Free Trade Commission, will be nothing 
less than a North American Union. That 
alone should motivate patriotic Ameri-
cans to vehemently reject the new United 
States-Mexico-Canada Agreement.

Far from making America great again, 

the USMCA is a bag of goodies for global-
ists and a death certificate for American 
national sovereignty.

(This article is adapted from an online 
TNA article “New NAFTA: Text of U.S.-
Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA) 
Revealed” by Christian Gomez, The-
NewAmerican.com, October 1, 2018.)

What You Can Do:
• Share the above article with opinion 
molders in your sphere of influence by 
emailing the link to the article (http://www.
TheNewAmerican.com/files/USMCA-
Reprint.pdf) or by emailing a PDF of the 
article. Ask them to phone and email Pres-
ident Trump and their congressmen in op-
position to the USMCA agreement based 
on how it would lead to a North Ameri-
can Union. (For additional articles about 
the USMCA, see the November 19, 2018 
issue of The New AmericAN.)

• Be sure to phone and email President 
Trump (202-456-1111) and your congress-
men (senators: 202-224-3121 and repre-
sentatives: 202-225-3121) with the same 
message. To email: JBS.org/act-now n
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THERE’S A GROWING AWARENESS OF A  
DEEP STATE FREE TRADE AGENDA FOR GLOBAL GOVERNMENT

The globalist Council on Foreign Relations (CFR) and its counterparts in Europe established the 

European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) in 1951, then worked closely together over the next six 

decades to transform the ECSC into the present-day regional government known as the European Union 

(EU) via a series of “free trade” agreements.

THE DEEP STATE CFR HAS BEEN WORKING FOR THE LAST  
THREE DECADES TO ESTABLISH A NORTH AMERICAN UNION (NAU)

American globalists have worked with their counterparts in Mexico and Canada for over 30 years to create 

an NAU (modeled after the EU) via the 1994 North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) and the 

proposed 2018 United States-Mexico-Canada (USMCA) agreement.

PUBLIC SERVANTS: Obey your oath to the Constitution. Oppose “free trade” agreements, such as the USMCA,  

which compromise our national sovereignty by ceding the exclusive constitutional power of Congress to regulate trade 

with foreign nations to regional and world governments.

THE ULTIMATE GOAL OF THE GLOBALIST SCHEMERS IS TO CREATE  
A WHOLE SERIES OF REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS, SUCH AS THE EU AND NAU, 
AS STEPPING STONES TOWARD A UN WORLD GOVERNMENT. 

The CFR uses its massive influence in government, media, academia, finance, and foundations to undermine 

the Constitution by destroying our national sovereignty in order to establish a world government.

PATRIOTS: Learn the Constitution and hold your elected representatives accountable to it. The John Birch Society 

has the programs to help you make a difference by educating voters and public servants. Visit JBS.org/nafta for more 

information and tools you can use to stop the USMCA threat to our national sovereignty and Constitution.

THE TAKEAWAY

THE SOLUTION: 
CONSTITUTIONAL ENFORCEMENT, NOT REGIONAL & WORLD GOVERNMENT
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