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First Ten Amendments to the Constitution
Amendment I. Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a 
redress of grievances.

Amendment II. A well-regulated militia being necessary to 
the security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms shall not be  infringed.

Amendment III. No soldier shall, in time of peace, be 
quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in 
time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law.

Amendment IV. The right of the people to be secure in their 
persons, houses, papers, and effects against unreasonable searches 
and seizures shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, 
but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or 
things to be seized.

Amendment V. No person shall be held to answer for a 
capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or 
indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or 
naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in time of war 
or  public danger; nor shall any person be subject for  the same offense 
to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in 
any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of 

life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Amendment VI. In all criminal prosecutions the accused 
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, by an impartial 
jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been 
committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; 
to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory 
process for obtain-ing witnesses in his favor, and to have the 
assistance of counsel for his defense.

Amendment VII. In suits at common law, where the 
value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by 
jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise 
re-examined in any court of the United States, than according to the 
rules of the common law.

Amendment VIII. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

AmendmentIX. The enumeration in the Constitution, of 
certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others 
retained by the people.

Amendment X. The powers not delegated to the United 
States by the Constitution, nor prohibited  by it to the states, are 
reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.
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no iran deal
Russell Haas’s letter to the editor in your 
November 23, 2015 issue is not only 
alarmingly naïve but also both disturb-
ingly illogical and glaringly lacking in 
source identification concerning key alle-
gations made supporting his hypotheses of 
the positive good of Obama’s what I call 
“capitulation” to Iran, allowing their un-
fettered development of nuclear weapons 
and complementary global delivery sys-
tems, called the Iran Nuclear Agreement 
or the “Iran Deal.”

There are at least two major highly 
debatable premises: First, he writes, “No 
hard evidence of any Iranian nuclear 
weapons program has been found by any 
of our intelligence agencies since 2007.”

Does he have classified knowledge not 
available to me from “our intelligence 
organizations” about the Iranians since 
2007? What proof supports such a claim?

Then he castigates “supposed [but un-
named and unidentified] veterans groups 
composed of those who served decades 
ago, but have no access to any present 
classified knowledge.”

Is the word “supposed” a sarcastic insult 
to hundreds of retired flag officers of various 
services, with virtually centuries of military 
experience and expertise, who see from the 
publicly known portions of the agreement 
that it possesses the potential to be deadly, 
lethally detrimental to the Republic?

Just how are their experienced judg-
ments inferior in credibility to Haas’s will-
ingness to accept the least bad agreement 
the Iranians say they are willing to proffer?

How is their opinion inferior to that of 
a president who stated he wants to “trans-
form” the United States?

Second, he wrote, “This limiting agree-
ment, which is deemed the best available...” 
What is the credible, specific source deem-
ing this agreement “the best available?”

Further, he asks if the powers-that-be 
want confrontation with Iran “so as to 
avoid confronting the many far more seri-
ous problems which face our nation and its 
citizens today?”

What “far more serious problems” are 
there than a nuclear-armed Iran that is armed 
due to our intransigence about the idea that 
any agreement is not as bad as no agree-
ment, even when an agreement gives away 
the farm, while providing a sworn enemy of 
America and Israel with nuclear weapons?

TNA entitled Haas’s letter “What Are 
the Downsides to Iran Deal?”

But I pose another, more difficult, more 
germane question: “What Are the Upsides 
to Iran Deal?” Keep in mind the capitula-
tion to and appeasement by Neville Cham-
berlain to Adolf Hitler, for example!

Also remember Ronald Reagan’s dem-
onstrated success with “peace through 
strength.” Recall how long it took Iran 
to release its U.S. hostages after Ron-
ald Reagan succeeded to the presidency 
after the spineless, gutless, wimpy, effete, 
impotent foreign policies of President 
Jimmy Carter.

George Santayana said, “Those who 
cannot learn from history are doomed to 
repeat it.”

We now have a report from the National 
Review entitled “State Department: Iran 
Deal Is Not ‘Legally Binding’ and Iran 
Didn’t Sign It,” claiming that Iran did not 
sign the so-called agreement: “President 
Obama didn’t require Iranian leaders to 
sign the nuclear deal that his team negoti-
ated with the regime.”

A second source, MRCTV, reported that 
the State Department says the deal is not 
binding in an article entitled “State Dept. 
Says Iran Deal Not ‘Legally Binding or 
Signed.” How then is this still a “limiting 
agreement,” in Haas’s words, as far as Iran 
is concerned?

I find no precedent or historical anecdote 
where capitulation gained anything posi-
tive. Indeed, a bully’s MO is to take what he 
gets from a threat and then insist on more. 
So, therefore, I await a logical explanation 
of what are any upsides of what I consider 
the great Iranian giveaway of the opportu-
nity to become a nuclear armed force with 
no resistance from the United States.

Also, why not implement “peace 
through strength” and tell Iran that they 
are not allowed to develop or possess a 
nuclear capability, and then negotiate with 
them about precisely how we will ascer-
tain and continue to verify their nuclear 
impotence? n

Louis J. schroeder
Greenwood Village, Colorado
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On November 19, the Food and Drug Administration approved ge-
netically modified salmon as safe for human consumption, mark-
ing the first time that a genetically altered animal has been ap-
proved. The New York Times reported November 19 that the FDA’s 
approval of the AquaAdvantage genetically modified salmon “caps 
a long struggle for AquaBounty Technologies, a small company 
that first approached the FDA about approval in the 1990s.”

The Times reported that the approved salmon “contains a 
growth hormone gene from the Chinook salmon and a genetic 
switch from the ocean pout, an eel-like creature, that keeps the 

transplanted gene continuously active, whereas the salmon’s 
own growth hormone gene is active only parts of the year.”

The approval came even as two million people filed public 
comments with the FDA in opposition to the decision, according 
to a November 19 press release by the Center for Food Safety. 
Environmental groups opposed the salmon, arguing that wild 
salmon populations could be negatively impacted if the fish were 
to escape into oceans and rivers.

AquaBounty claims that nearly 99 percent of its AquaAdvan-
tage salmon are sterile females that could not breed with wild fish. 
However, the rapid growth rate of the GM salmon raises the pos-
sibility of the fish outcompeting wild salmon for food, whether or 
not any interbreeding could occur. To help alleviate this concern, 
AquaBounty says it is marketing its fish to be raised in land-based 
aquaculture farms to limit the chance fish of escaping into the wild.

Major retailers are rejecting the bioengineered fish. Red Lobster 
announced in the Dallas Morning News that it will not be selling 
the GMO salmon, and Costco Wholesale, the third largest retailer 
in the United States, has committed to not selling the genetically 
modified salmon. Costco is joined by more than 60 supermarket 
chains, including Kroger, Trader Joe’s, and Whole Foods.

The Center for Food Safety has announced plans to sue the 
FDA in coordination with other plaintiffs to block the agency’s 
approval for the sale and consumption of the salmon.

Fda approves Genetically engineered Salmon

For at least the last half-
century, progressives 
have championed and 
achieved greater fed-
eral spending on and in-
volvement in education; 
and during that entire 
time, public-school edu-
cational outcomes have 
steadily worsened. No 
one should be surprised by the outcomes, for as Politico reported 
November 25, the one domestic school system run entirely by the 
federal government “remains arguably the worst school system 
in the United States, a disgrace the government has known about 
for eight decades and never successfully reformed.”

The school system in question is the one operated by the Bu-
reau of Indian Education (BIE), a division of the Department of 
the Interior. BIE’s network consists of 183 schools for Native 
American children across reservations in 23 states.

“The 48,000 students unfortunate enough to attend BIE 
schools,” wrote Maggie Severns for Politico, “have some of the 
lowest test scores and graduation rates in the country — even as 
the education they’re getting is among the nation’s most expen-
sive: At $15,000 per pupil, the system costs 56 percent more than 
the national average.”

In 2013, for instance, 
just five percent of BIE 
students were able to 
perform mathemat-
ics at grade level. Only 
53 percent of BIE stu-
dents graduate from 
high school; the national 
public-school gradua-
tion rate is 81 percent. 

“In 2011, when the latest national assessment was taken for 
which BIE data is available, BIE students performed worse than 
every major urban district in the country except Detroit,” noted 
Severns.

Much of this can be laid at the feet of socialism, which never 
succeeds in providing high-quality goods and services at low 
prices regardless of how often it is supposedly reformed. Some 
is the result of politics and bureaucratic infighting. The rest is 
attributable to the federal government’s legacy of mistreatment 
of the American Indians.

BIE is a flop when it comes to educating Indians, and it is 
instructive as further evidence that federal involvement in edu-
cation is both costly and counterproductive. For the sake of the 
Indians and all other Americans, let’s expel Uncle Sam from the 
schools altogether.

indian Schools Prove uncle Sam Should Be expelled From education

Inside Track
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It seems that every new update brings the newest iteration of 
Windows increasingly closer to giving Microsoft total control 
over the way users can operate their own computers. The most 
recent update makes that abundantly clear.

While computer users typically think of “malware” as apply-
ing to viruses, it unfortunately fits Windows 10 very well. What 
else do you call an operating system that reports back to its de-
velopers, supplying them with personally identifiable informa-
tion about you, including your name, e-mail address, postal ad-

dress, phone number, passwords, password hints, age, and sex, 
as well as your browsing history, address book, calendar, the 
contents of your e-mails, and access to all your files including 
pictures, videos, documents, and anything else stored on your 
hard drive? What about an operating system that while doing all 
that hides updates from you, will not provide you information 
about them, and installs them even when you have told it not to? 
What about that same operating system being designed in such 
a way that you cannot even turn off these settings?

The Microsoft Services Agreement, which consumers must 
agree to before using Microsoft products, gives the software em-
pire permission to not only install whatever software it chooses 
on your computer, but also to delete whatever software it chooses 
from your computer. Microsoft announced its Windows 10 No-
vember update with great fanfare. What the company did not 
tell users was that the update would give Microsoft the abil-
ity to reach into their computers and remove software that the 
company deemed either unstable (based on its own criteria) or 
pirated (based on its own assumptions). Just whose computer is 
it, anyway?

All the recent heavy-handedness from Microsoft has many 
computer users seeking other operating systems. Many are look-
ing to Apple and the Mac OS. Others who want more freedom 
and control over their computers are looking increasingly to one 
of the many distributions of Linux.

windows 10 is malware; deletes users’ Programs

Two billion dollars may be peanuts to Uncle Sam, but to taxpay-
ers that’s real money — money they’re going to have to shell 
out over the next three years to peanut farmers who have over-
produced.

“Peanut growers in states including Georgia and Alabama 
boosted sowing acreage by a fifth this spring and now are wrap-
ping up harvesting their 3.1-million-ton crop, the second-largest 
ever, even as prices plumb seven-year lows,” reported Reuters on 
November 23.

Peanut farmers can profit from such overproduction in two 
ways. First, under the 2014 Farm Bill, the federal government 
will pay them most of the difference between a statutory “refer-
ence price” and the actual market price. Second, peanut farmers 
can profit from overproduction via a loan-guarantee program en-
acted as part of the 2002 Farm Bill. At harvest, a farmer can take 
out a loan on his crop at a specified rate. The farmer may repay 
the loan plus interest at any time during the next nine months that 
the weekly posted price for peanuts as determined by the USDA 
is at or above the loan rate.

Reuters found that the USDA now has 145,000 tons of forfeit-
ed peanuts from last year’s crop in storage — “enough to satisfy 
the average annual consumption of over 20 million Americans.” 
Furthermore, “As peanut carryover inventories are forecast to hit 
a record of 1.4 million tons by end-July 2016 and as loans begin 

to come due next summer, farmers are expected to fork over more 
peanuts to the USDA.”

The problem for both the government and producers is what to 
do with the peanut glut. There doesn’t appear to be much room 
for growth in U.S. peanut consumption; Bob Parker, president 
and chief executive officer of the National Peanut Board, told 
Reuters that peanut butter is already a staple in 94 percent of 
American homes. The only real option, therefore, is to export 
the nuts. Parker said he’s been on two trade missions to China, a 
market over eight times the size of the U.S. market.

taxpayers Subsidizing Peanut Glut to the tune of $2 Billion
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In 2013, the NSA admitted that it previously had a program that 
captured information about citizens’ e-mails, but claimed it had 
discontinued the program in 2011. Now, newly released docu-
ments show that — par for the course — the agency was tell-
ing half the truth. The same surveillance has continued all along 
under a subsequent program.

As the New York Times reported November 20: “While that 
particular secret program stopped, newly disclosed documents 
show that the N.S.A. had found a way to create a functional 
equivalent. The shift has permitted the agency to continue ana-
lyzing social links revealed by Americans’ email patterns, but 
without collecting the data in bulk from American telecommu-
nications companies — and with less oversight by the Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance Court.”

The documents the New York Times received as a result of a 
FOIA lawsuit included a report that was highly redacted. The 
portions not redacted show that the NSA found “two other legal 
ways to get” the data it wanted about Americans’ e-mails.

As the Times reported, “One was the collection of bulk data 
that had been gathered in other countries, where the N.S.A.’s ac-
tivities are largely not subject to regulation by the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act and oversight by the intelligence court.... 
The other replacement source for the data was collection under the 
FISA Amendments Act of 2008, which permits warrantless sur-

veillance on domestic soil that targets specific noncitizens abroad, 
including their new or stored emails to or from Americans.”

Concerned Americans need to demand real reform by requiring 
that the apparatus and agencies that have been built up around the 
surveillance culture are dismantled and not allowed to be rebuilt. 
It is time to stop trading liberty for security. And it is time to stop 
bargaining for either with liars. n

nSa documents: e-mail Surveillance continues with less oversight

Inside Track
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cubans learning english after  
decades of Having Russian Forced on them
“There’s a joke that the only place where the Soviet Union still exists 
is in Cuba.”
A language instructor at the University of Connecticut, Jacqueline 
Loss commented wryly about the new rush in Castro’s domain to 
learn English and discard Russian.

arizona Sheriff Fears entry of terrorists From mexico
“My fear — and what should be the fear of all Americans — is that 
terrorists are using well-established smuggling routes through Central 
America, through Mexico, and positioning themselves to come across 
the border.”
In Arizona, Pinal County Sheriff Paul Babeu, whose jurisdiction in-
cludes a portion of the border with Mexico, pointed to the mid-November apprehension by U.S. Border 
Patrol of five Pakistanis and one Afghani.

democrat leader Vows to Block  
House Restrictions on Syrian entry
“Don’t worry. [The House bill] won’t get passed in the Senate.”
The White House has vowed to veto an already passed House 
bill if it gets to the president’s desk. But Senate Minority Leader 
Harry Reid (D-Nev.) made clear that he will lead the Senate to 
reject the measure and keep President Obama from having to use 
his veto.

a Boost for nuclear Power
“Nuclear power is the world’s most abundant and scalable carbon-
free energy source. In today’s world, every nuclear plant that is not 
built is a fossil-fuel plant that does get built, which in most of the 
world means coal.”
Professors Joshua S. Goldstein and Steven Pinker included such 
thoughts in their Boston Globe article entitled “Inconvenient 

truths for the environmental movement.”

terror attack in France Spurs many to enlist in the military
“I’ve never seen anything like it. People are coming in and contacting us in droves through social media, 
using words like liberty, defense and the fight against terror.”
A spokesman for the French Army’s recruiting service, Colonel Eric de Laprisie announced that the num-
ber seeking enlistment has quintupled to 1,500 a day since the murder in Paris of 130 by Islamist militants.

no ammunition leads to Failed mission
“The desire was to destroy every single truck there.”
U.S. Army Colonel Steven Warren explained that our nation’s 
planes had run out of ammunition during their foray against ISIS 
and could not destroy the fuel tankers used by the militant Islamists.

Beauty Queen denied entry to china
“I have every right to be at that event. It’s kind of sad. I mean I’m 
just an acting student and a beauty queen. What could they possibly 
be so afraid of?”
Canada’s entrant into the Miss World contest, Anastasia Lin, won 
the right to be her country’s representative in the pageant. Born in 
China but a Canadian since 2003, she is a practitioner of Falun 
Gong, a Buddhism-inspired opponent of communism that is consid-
ered a threat by the Beijing regime. n

— compiLed by JohN F. mcmANus
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by John T. Larabell

I      was homeschooled from the 1st through 
12th grades and never once desired to 
go to the government schools. At the 

time, I couldn’t imagine being confined to 
what looked like a prison system — bells 
telling me where to go, cutting short the 
time I wanted to spend on certain subjects; 
standing in line to have food dumped on a 
tray for me to eat; wearing the same clothes 
as everyone else; and truant officers hunt-
ing me down if I went rogue! None of that 

appealed to me. I was very happy with the 
freedom that homeschooling provided. Not 
only was I able to spend as much time as I 
needed on a subject, but I wasn’t forced to 
wait for others once I mastered it. This al-
lowed me time to spend on things I enjoyed, 
such as reading history books or being in-
volved in extracurricular activities.

— Eric 

Some people think homeschoolers are shel-
tered — that their parents homeschooled 
them in order to protect them from the 

“evil influences of the world.” If that was 
indeed my parents’ goal, they failed; but, 
somehow, I don’t believe that was at all 
my parents’ intention. Far from being 
sheltered and unable to adapt to an un-
sheltered college life, being homeschooled 
gave me the skills and understanding I 
needed to interact successfully with the 
variety of people with whom I come into 
contact daily and for the classes I am now 
taking.... I’ve never once regretted being 
homeschooled. In fact, I think I may now 
have more pride in my home education 
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than ever. And while I will be the first to 
admit that homeschooling isn’t for every-
one, I am sincerely grateful to my parents 
for making the sacrifices they did to give 
me a unique education that has prepared 
me well, not only for college, but for life 
beyond the educational environment.

— Abigail Teske

Pride and emotions ran high … as our 
two daughters graduated from college. 
Our older daughter graduated magna 
cum laude from San Diego State Univer-
sity. Our younger daughter … graduated 
summa cum laude and was the valedicto-
rian at West Valley College.

Both were homeschooled from kinder-
garten until they entered college.... They 
learned to love learning, how to solve 
problems, and how to think and study on 
their own. They learned good work ethics 
and how to be accountable — all essentials 
for success. There are also things that they 
did not learn about firsthand. They were 
not confronted with gangs, drugs, sex, 
smoking, vulgarity, disrespect, and broken 
homes. They know what these things are, 
but they were not hounded or distracted by 
such things on a daily basis. In short, the 
foundations set in the homeschooling en-
vironment provide so much more than just 
the three R’s. Homeschooling brings fami-
lies together for several hours every day, 
allowing learning to go far beyond simple 
test scores. Family learning touches the 
fiber of one’s being and molds the fabric 
of one’s constitution, for both the student 
and the teacher!

— John and Vera

Homeschooling gave us the benefit of 
being in a home setting with our teach-
ers as our loving parents. We developed 
self-motivation and self-discipline as we 
studied on our own (finishing our first col-
lege semester with the surprise blessing 
of almost a 4.0 each!). Most importantly, 
being around our parents equipped us 
with their values and spiritual goals, ac-
companied by a deep sense of family love 
and commitment.

— Taryn and Mirren

By requiring independent, analytical 
modes of thought, home instruction laid 
the foundation for my success at college 
in a manner that public schools cannot 

duplicate.... Rather than relying on a lec-
turer to introduce and clarify the material 
in the textbooks, I had to understand ideas, 
events, and data on my own, turning to my 
mom if all else failed. That forced me to 
think for myself and to exert myself, since 
I wasn’t being spoon-fed the material. As 
a result, I was well prepared for college, 
which follows the homeschool model of 
independent learning more closely than 
the public school model. Indeed, from my 
observations at college, what separates 
the top students from the rest of the pack 
is usually not intelligence but more often 
a diligent work ethic and good thinking 
habits. Homeschooling inculcated those 
skills in me.

— Alex

The above quotes, which can be found 
in their entirety along with many others 
on the website of the Home School Legal 
Defense Association (HSLDA), hslda.org, 

serve as a poignant testimony to the suc-
cess and cultural impact of homeschooling 
in 21st-century America.

The deteriorating state of American 
academics, particularly manifest in K-12 
public schooling, has led to a sense of 
frustration and hopelessness among par-
ents and students alike. How do we know 
this? One only needs to look at the num-
ber of parents pulling their children out of 
the government school system, a number 
that grows every year, in favor of private 
schooling or homeschooling.

How it Began
Modern homeschooling began as some-
what of a countercultural movement. 
During the ’60s and ’70s, educational 
reformers and authors began question-
ing the methods and results of the gov-
ernment school system. Pioneers in the 
modern homeschool movement included 
John Holt and Raymond Moore. Holt was 

AP Images

cutting out common core: As parents become dissatisfied with the government school system, 
especially with the implementation of the Common Core standards, more are choosing to “opt 
out” by homeschooling their children, such as Betty White with her kids, Becky (holding kitten), 
Sam (front), and Coleman.
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a professional educator from Massachu-
setts who began to seriously criticize the 
public education system in the 1960s with 
the publication of his book How Children 
Fail. He broke with the established pub-
lic education system in 1977 when he felt 
that true reform was impossible. Holt died 
in 1985, but his ideas of “unschooling,” 
or education without any formal structure 
or coursework, are still very popular, es-
pecially in the northeastern region of the 
United States.

Raymond Moore and his wife, Dorothy, 
wrote many books on homeschooling and 
put it “on the map” in 1972 when their 
articles appeared in Readers Digest and 
Harpers Magazine. Also, an interview by 
the Focus on the Family radio show in-
troduced the idea of homeschooling to the 
national Christian community.

In the 1980s, Christian families became 
part of a large second wave of home-
schooling, joining earlier homeschoolers 
and boosting the numbers to record highs.

The homeschooling movement now 
includes families from diverse religious, 
economic, political, and philosophical 
backgrounds. This diversity is likely a re-
sult of homeschooling’s greater visibility 
as an educational option, in addition to 
various homeschooling support groups, 
easy networking and information sharing 
via the Internet, and continuing govern-
ment-school problems such as dumbed-
down curriculum, violence, drugs, bully-
ing, and more.

In the late 1970s, the number of home-
schoolers in America was around 15,000. 
The ballpark figure now stands at over 
two million and growing.

So what are Some Benefits?
The claim that homeschooled children 
perform better academically is quite 
common these days. And according to 
a number of studies, it’s true. For ex-
ample, a 2010 study by Dr. Brian Ray, 
Ph.D., founder and president of the Na-

tional Home Education Research Institute 
(NHERI), showed that on standardized 
tests, homeschoolers scored in the 89th 
percentile in reading and in the 84th in 
math, language, and social studies, with an 
average score of 86 percent. The “national 
average,” which consists almost entirely 
of scores from public-school students, is 
50 percent.

The differences are especially notable 
among minority students. For example, 
consider this from a March 2015 article 
in the Journal of School Choice entitled 
“African American homeschool parents’ 
motivations for homeschooling and their 
Black children’s academic achievement”:

These Black homeschool students’ 
achievement test scores were quite 
high, all things considered. They 
scored at or above the 50th percentile 
in reading (68th), language (56th), 
math (50th), and core (i.e., a combi-

nation of reading, language, and math; 
58th) subtests. By definition, the 50th 
percentile is the mean for all students 
(or all ethnicities/races) nationwide in 
institutional public schools. 

Comparing Black homeschool 
students to Black public school stu-
dents yields notable findings. While 
controlling for gender of student and 
family socioeconomic status, being 
homeschooled had an effect size of 
about 42 percentile points higher in 
reading … than if public schooled. 
For language scores, being home-
schooled had an effect size of about 
26 percentile points higher than if 
public schooled.... And for math, 
being homeschooled had an effect 
size of about 23 percentile points 
higher than if public schooled.

But these studies are not without their 
critics. Several groups, such as the Co-
alition for Responsible Home Education 
(CRHE), which pushes for government 
oversight and regulation of homeschool-
ing, have accused Dr. Ray of being biased 
and cherry-picking the results to make 
homeschoolers look better. For instance, 
the standardized tests were administered at 
home by parents, leading to the possibility 
that students went over the allotted time or 
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my what big teeth you have: Alec Turnbull checks out the skull of a saber-toothed cat at the 
University of Oregon Museum of Natural History in Eugene, Oregon. Alec is part of a group of 
area homeschoolers taking part in a field trip to the museum, illustrating how parents are able to 
incorporate social and group activities into their children’s homeschool routines.
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cheated with impunity. Furthermore, only 
the “cream of the crop” of homeschoolers 
took the test, allegedly, so this would not 
have provided an accurate picture of the 
“average” homeschooler’s testing ability.

But many other studies offer the same 
results: that homeschooled students per-
form equally well or better than public 
school students academically. And these 
results illustrate that the education or in-
come level of the parents has very little, if 
anything, to do with homeschoolers’ aca-
demic performance.

Studies have also demonstrated that 
homeschooled children, on average, per-
form better in college and have higher col-
lege graduation rates than those who at-
tended public school. Stanford University 
has this to say about homeschoolers:

Admission officers sum it up in two 
words: intellectual vitality. It’s hard 
to define, but they swear they know 
it when they see it. It’s the spark, 
the passion, that sets the truly ex-
ceptional student — the one driven 
to pursue independent research and 
explore difficult concepts from a very 
early age — apart from your typical 
bright kid. Stanford wants students 
who have it.

Looking very closely at home-

schoolers is one way to get more of 
those special minds, the admission 
office has discovered. As [former 
Stanford admissions officer Jona-
than] Reider explains it: “Home-
schooled students may have a po-
tential advantage over others in this, 
since they have consciously chosen 
and pursued an independent course 
of study.”

And a study from the University of St. 
Thomas noted that students who had been 
homeschooled had higher first-year GPAs, 
higher cumulative GPAs, and higher grad-
uation rates than students who had attend-
ed public schools.

Another great advantage of home-
schooling is the fact that parents are 
able to tailor the education approach to 
their students’ individual learning styles 
to a far greater extent than is possible 
with public school. This is especially 
relevant with the implementation of the 
Common Core curriculum in the public 
schools, which uses an approach that is 
even more “cookie-cutter” than previous 
curricula.

Similar to the above-listed benefit is the 
fact that a home education allows parents 
much greater flexibility in choosing a cur-
riculum that fits their worldview. Many 

conservative Christian parents choose 
homeschooling for this reason.

As the quotes at the opening of this ar-
ticle illustrate nicely, homeschooling also 
has the potential to offer a much better 
environment for children. The sex, drugs, 
and violence prevalent in public schools 
are practically a non-issue for most home-
school families, and homeschooled chil-
dren often have much closer relationships 
with their parents than their public-school 
counterparts.

So many options
Parents wishing to homeschool their chil-
dren certainly have plenty of options from 
which to choose. Here we will list several, 
followed by a brief explanation of that 
particular curriculum.

Free/Very Low Cost  
Parent-directed Options
There are several parent-directed home-
schooling options that require little or no 
money for curriculum. These are a great 
option for homeschoolers who are on a very 
tight budget, or who are simply looking to 
save money. One potential drawback to 
programs such as these is that they require 
a great deal of parental involvement. Using 
this type of free curriculum is sort of an à 
la carte affair, where parents have to select, 
often through trial and error, what courses 
and programs work best for them and their 
children. Of course, these curricula recom-
mend resources, but it is still a lot of work 
for the parent. But for parents on a budget 
who are dedicated to homeschooling their 
children, such programs are a godsend even 
if they do require a bit of extra work. Two 
websites that offer such programs are Only 
Passionate Curiosity and Easy Peasy.

Only Passionate Curiosity (onlypas-
sionatecuriosity.com) is essentially a blog 
written by Heather, a homeschool mom in 
a military family, with contributions from 
other writers. Heather lists her current 
curriculum, along with a very lengthy list 
of free resources for parents to examine 
and select from.

All-in-one-homeschool (allinonehome-
school.com) and its companion site all-in-
one-high school (allinonehighschool.com) 
showcase the “Easy Peasy” curriculum de-
veloped by Lee Giles, a missionary mom, 
and are based upon free online resources. 
As Giles writes on her website:

the internet makes it easy: The prevalence of high-speed Internet in American households has 
made homeschooling very accessible to many families. Many homeschool curricula, such as the 
Easy Peasy All-in-One Homeschool shown here, feature modern, easy-to-use websites. 

13Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today!
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In 2011 I began putting my children’s 
assignments online so that they can 
work independently and so that I 
have the assignments saved for their 
younger siblings. I also wrote it from 
the beginning to be able to be used 
by other families. [Easy Peasy] grade 
levels and individual courses include 
180 days of homeschool lessons and 
assignments. It covers reading, writ-
ing, grammar, spelling, vocabulary, 
math, history/social studies/geogra-
phy, science, Spanish, Bible, comput-
er, music, art, PE/health, and logic. 
It uses only free materials found on 
the internet.

Online “Public School”
Online, publicly funded schooling is an-
other “free” option for parents who de-
sire to homeschool but are looking for a 
more “hands off” approach that requires 
less parental involvement. While these 
are not programs offering identical cur-
ricula to that of the local school district, 
they are “public” in the sense that they 
are funded by tax dollars. Two in par-
ticular stand out: K12 and Connections 
Academy.

K12 Inc. is a for-profit education com-
pany that sells online schooling and cur-
riculum to state and local governments. 
Its educational products and services are 
designed as alternatives to traditional 
“brick and mortar” education for public-
school students from kindergarten through 
12th grade. K12 is a publicly traded edu-
cation management organization (EMO) 
that provides online education services to 
charter school students, and is the largest 
EMO in terms of enrollment.

Connections Academy is a Baltimore-
based division of Connections Education, 
LLC, which is owned by the U.K.-based, 
publicly traded Pearson PLC. The com-
pany, like K12 Inc., offers online school 

for students in grades K-12. Connections 
Academy advertises itself as offering “tu-
ition-free, fully accredited online public 
schools for students in grades K-12.”

Connections Academy also boasts 
teachers who are “talented, passionate, 
certified, and specially trained to excel in 
online teaching,” as well as the Personal-
ized Performance Learning approach in 
which teachers “get to know the learning 
style, skills, and interests of each student 
so they can give every student the best op-
portunity to excel.”

Parents who are considering such an 
option typically do so in order to offer 
their children an environment that they 
feel would be more conducive to learning, 
i.e., away from the negative influences fre-
quently present in the “brick and mortar” 
public schools. Parents who wish to have 
more control over the curriculum that their 
children are exposed to would most likely 
want to use a different approach.

FreedomProject Academy
FreedomProject Academy, or FPA (run 
by FreedomProject Education, or FPE) is 
an online homeschool academy offering a 
classical Judeo-Christian education. What 
sets FPA apart from other homeschool 
programs is the fact that it is a real-time 
virtual classroom with live instruction. In 
other words, students are able to ask ques-
tions and interact with other students dur-
ing the class sessions. For this reason, FPA 
is a bit more expensive than other paid 
homeschool programs, but many families 
feel that the “live” classroom instruction is 
well worth the extra cost.

FPA emphasizes that it offers a “clas-
sical” education, featuring, for example, 
courses on Logic and Latin throughout the 
K-12 curriculum. Another selling point of 
FPA for many parents is that it is completely 
independent of federal funding, even adver-
tising that it is “Common Core Free.” Ac-
cording to Executive Director Alan Scholl:

FreedomProject Academy (FPA) is 
a live, online, Kindergarten through 
12th grade classical school, on a 
biblical Judeo-Christian, American-
ist foundation. In effect, it is home 
education with a stellar support sys-
tem. Highly respected for its unique 
and exceptional curriculum, highly 
qualified teachers, superior instruc-
tion, and receiving increasingly high 

Rise and shine: Homeschooling allows for a very flexible schedule in a relaxed, comfortable 
environment, as illustrated by fourth-grader Ivan Thompson beginning his school day while he 
eats a healthy, home-cooked breakfast. Ivan is a student at FreedomProject Academy, an online 
virtual academy with live student-teacher interaction.
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praise from parents, partners, and 
students, FPA is fully accredited by 
the National Association of Private 
Schools.

The mother of a sixth-grader enrolled at 
FPA had this to say:

FPE is a Godsend and the level of 
education is top-notch. Anyone who 
says if you homeschool your child 
they will be at a disadvantage is 
dead wrong. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth. I have actually 
compared the work my daughter is 
doing with other friends of hers in 
public charter school and what she 
is learning is light-years ahead of 
them. There are no limits here, no 
indoctrination, no left-wing agenda, 
no social engineering, and just good 
old fashioned Reading, Writing and 
Arithmetic … and Science, History 
and Language. I couldn’t be more 
impressed. I recommend it to anyone 
who would like their child to get the 
best possible education with the least 
possible government interference in 
their child’s learning.

For an in-depth look at the experience of a 
special-needs student using FPA, see our 
article on page 18.

Great Books Academy
The Great Books Academy is a complete 
online program offering a full schedule of 
K-12 subjects, daily lesson plans, tests, 
and grading. While it is not virtual, it does 
offer flexibility as to what courses and 
subjects student will learn, giving it a self-
directed aspect.

Great Books Academy is based on the 
Great Books movement founded by the 
late Dr. Mortimer J. Adler. According to 
greatbooksacademy.org,

The Great Books Academy (GBA) is 
a homeschool and charter school or-
ganization dedicated to liberal educa-
tion based on the classic great books 
of Western Civilization. The GBA 
has been inspired by the educational 
initiatives of Dr. Mortimer J. Adler, 
who sees in classical liberal educa-
tion not only the means necessary to 
imbue students with the skills to be-
come excellent life-long learners, but 
also the means to be fully engaged 
citizens, exercising civic duties from 
a principled understanding of the 
issues which confront them daily. 
These too are all qualities shared by 
free and happy men.

The academy offers a very rigorous 
classical reading curriculum through its 

selection of “Good Books” for the K-8 
school and the “Great Books” program 
for high school.

A Beka
A Beka is a very popular homeschooling 
program used by many conservative Chris-
tian families. According to abeka.com,

Over four decades ago, Dr. Arlin 
Horton and his wife, Beka, started A 
Beka Book with the goal of providing 
high-quality traditional educational 
materials that would give students at 
their Christian school in Pensacola, 
Florida, a solid foundation for excel-
lence in academics and success in 
life. At Pensacola Christian Acad-
emy — one of the largest Christian 
schools in America — teachers and 
parents have seen for several dec-
ades the excellent results of learning 
with A Beka.

What started with phonics-based 
readers and traditional arithmetic 
textbooks grew to comprise over 
1,000 educational products from 
two-year-old preschool through 
twelfth grade for both Christian 
schools and homeschooling families. 
People with real experience teaching 
write all the A Beka Book textbooks, 
curriculum/lesson plans, and materi-
als, helping students in homeschool-
ing families around the world and in 
Christian schools of all sizes reach 
their learning potential.

For homeschoolers, A Beka offers lessons 
in the form of DVDs for students to watch, 
with resources for parents should the stu-
dents have any questions with the mate-
rial. It is truly a comprehensive curricu-
lum teaching, in addition to the basic core 
studies of reading, writing, mathematics, 
and science, such topics as health, home 
economics, and personal finance.

A strength of the A Beka curricu-
lum that appeals to many conservative 
Christian parents is its emphasis on a 
Christian worldview, particularly as it 
pertains to history. 

Ron Paul Curriculum
The Ron Paul Curriculum, developed by 
former U.S. Representative Dr. Ron Paul 
(R-Texas) along with Drs. Gary North and 

Here to stay: Homeschooling programs such as A Beka Book, affiliated with the Pensacola 
Christian Academy in Florida, have been popular among conservative Christian families for 
decades. Such programs have only grown in popularity with the advent of the Internet, DVDs, and 
other modern technologies.
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Tom Woods, is a self-directed K-12 curric-
ulum designed to give students “an educa-
tion in liberty like no other.” According to 
ronpaulcurriculum.com, “A student who 
goes through this curriculum, kindergarten 
through high school, will have a mastery 
of the foundations of liberty. There is no 
other curriculum on the Web to match it.”

The curriculum is designed to be 
mostly self-taught, with students post-
ing weekly essays on websites that they 
create and using Q&A forums for help. 
Older students serve as tutors for the 
younger students. Every high-school 
student is required to set up at least one 
website, and students will also learn how 
to set up a YouTube channel, and some 
will even have online businesses before 
graduating high school.

The Ron Paul Curriculum places a 
strong emphasis on enabling students to 
get through college as quickly as possible. 
Students are encouraged to test out of col-
lege courses via College Level Examina-
tion Placement (CLEP) tests, allowing 
them to begin college as juniors.

The self-taught aspect of the curricu-
lum may be difficult for some to get used 
to, and the website even acknowledges 
that it is not for everyone. However, as 
posted on the site, “No student who gets 
through this curriculum will ever need to 
be nagged to get through college, gradu-
ate school, or a career. This curriculum 

teaches self-discipline. This is a crucial 
personal habit. It is mostly internal. It 
develops after years of working in an en-
vironment that requires self-discipline.”

The Ron Paul Curriculum is quite new, 
beginning in 2013. Time will tell how 
successful it becomes, but with Dr. Paul’s 
name recognition among the liberty move-
ment in this country, it could end up at-
tracting quite a following.

But what about ...?
Despite all of the apparent benefits of 
homeschooling, the education method is 
not without its share of opposition. So let’s 
examine two of the main criticisms lev-
eled against homeschooling.

One popular criticism of homeschooling 
is that homeschooled children will grow up 
in a sheltered environment and lack proper 
social skills. Public school, by extension, 
is therefore the ideal place to be properly 
“socialized.”

As anyone who has attended public 
school knows, public schools are hardly 
a model environ-
ment in which 
children can be 
properly social-
ized. Drugs, sex, 
bullying, fighting, 
and an overall poor 
moral environ-
ment make public 

school the last place many parents would 
think of as a good social environment for 
their children.

According to studies conducted by 
the National Home Education Research 
 Institute,

The home-educated are doing well, 
typically above average, on mea-
sures of social, emotional, and psy-
chological development. Research 
measures include peer interaction, 
self-concept, leadership skills, family 
cohesion, participation in community 
service, and self-esteem.

Homeschool students are regular-
ly engaged in social and educational 
activities outside their homes and 
with people other than their nuclear-
family members. They are commonly 
involved in activities such as field 
trips, scouting, 4-H, political drives, 
church ministry, sports teams, and 
community volunteer work.

Less common than the “lack of socializa-
tion” criticism, but perhaps more credible, 
is the accusation that homeschooling can 
be used to cover instances of child abuse 
and neglect. While abuse certainly hap-
pens in non-homeschooling families, and 
the percentage of homeschooling families 
where genuine physical and/or sexual 
abuse is present is a very small minority, 
it is a legitimate concern. Abusive parents 
have at times used homeschooling as a 
way to isolate their children in order to 
cover up the abuse.

Advocates of government oversight 
of homeschooling in order to prevent 
abuse, such as the Coalition for Respon-
sible Home Education (CRHE), claim 
that children in public schools are around 
mandatory reporters such as teachers, 
school nurses, and other school offi-
cials who are able to bring attention to 
abusive situations. Furthermore, CRHE 
advocates oversight in order to monitor 

AP Images

Say it with sign: A group of kids learn sign language at a homeschooling co-op at Andrews Air 
Force Base in Maryland. In order to avoid frequently switching schools, many military families are 
turning to homeschooling for their children. Military bases often assist such families and offer 
homeschooling co-ops where families can pool resources and educate kids in a group setting.
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children’s academic performance to en-
sure that they are indeed being educated 
up to state standards.

Organizations such as HSLDA have 
consistently opposed efforts at gov-
ernment oversight of homeschool-
ing, mainly based on the belief that 
if government gets their fingers into 
homeschooling there’s no telling how 
far they’ll go to regulate it. HSLDA, 
does, however, advocate government 
intervention into a situation of genuine 
child abuse, as long as the constitution-
ally protected rights of the parents are 
respected.

So can a homeschooling environment 
be detrimental to children? Potentially, 
yes, just as there are abusive, neglect-
ful situations facing children who at-
tend public schools. And yes, it’s true 
that some parents are not suited to edu-
cate their children at home. But at the 
same time, many public-school children 
have poor academic per formance and 
unsupportive family structures. In other 
words, it really comes down to the envi-
ronment the children are raised in.

Hope for the Future
From its humble beginnings as a coun-
terculture movement in the early 1970s, 
homeschooling has grown and diversi-
fied over the past several decades. While 
in the late 1970s there were perhaps some 
15,000 homeschooled students in Ameri-
ca, the number is now over two million. 
And if current trends continue, this num-
ber will only grow. Currently homeschool-
ing is growing at a rate of around eight 
percent per year, according to NHERI, 
and some studies place the growth rate 
even higher. Recent frustration with gov-
ernment schooling with the rollout of the 
Common Core standardized curriculum 
will likely contribute to the rapid growth 
of homeschooling.

Indeed, over the past few decades, 
homeschooling has gone from countercul-
ture to mainstream, and it has now become 
a very diverse movement. Liberals, con-
servatives, Christians, atheists, “unschool-
ers,” and more are all choosing to educate 
their children outside of the government 
system. Some do it to offer a safer envi-
ronment, some to instill religious values, 

some to offer a better quality education 
without paying a fortune for an elite pri-
vate school, and many for all of the above.

Many parents are realizing that the 
government schools are not going to 
do the job of educating children in the 
principles of liberty and limited govern-
ment as set forth by our constitutional 
republic. Indeed, public schools are part 
of the problem in the first place. While 
this could be a cause for hopelessness as 
liberty-loving Americans see their culture 
being changed before their eyes, there is 
still reason to have hope.

What better way to preserve and propa-
gate the heritage of freedom than home-
schooling? After all, if the government 
schools will not ensure that future genera-
tions will be educated, independent mind-
ed citizens, then it is up to parents to take 
the education of their children into their 
own hands. Homeschooling can be an 
ideal way to do this, and as homeschooling 
continues to grow, America could see an 
entire generation of students grow up to be 
a vanguard for liberty and the preservation 
of our constitutional republic. n
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by Alex Newman

Sydney Craven was supposed to die 
at two years of age, the doctors 
said. Instead, she just turned 13, 

and she is now reading classic literature, 
learning some Latin, and studying the his-
tory of ancient Greece.

In many respects, Sydney is just like 
other girls her age. She loves her pets, 
her family, chatting with her girlfriends, 
computer games, and more. For her 13th 

birthday, the family went bowling, where 
Sydney played from her wheelchair and 
did quite well. She also finally got a pres-
ent that she has been dreaming about for 
years: two pets of her very own, little 
guinea pigs she named Jellybean and Lol-
lypop. “I love holding them,” Sydney tells 
The New AmericAN magazine. “I have a 
camera under my bed to watch them.” Her 
mom, Dana, says the fuzzy critters are 
Sydney’s “little friends.” “She tries to care 
for them and hold them,” Dana explains.

In other respects, Sydney is quite dif-
ferent from other girls her age. For one, 
Sydney spends most of her day lying 
down in bed. Because of a genetic dis-
order known as spinal muscular atrophy, 
or SMA, her system of movement has all 
but disappeared. Basically, Sydney lacks 
a key protein, ultimately resulting in the 
death of crucial nerve cells in her spinal 
cord. By the time she was one year old, 
she could no longer swallow. There is 
no known cure as of yet, but the family 
still hopes that one day that will change, 
pointing to promising therapies current-
ly in development. Today, Sydney even 
needs a machine to help her breathe. Her 
family, and her mom, Dana, in particular, 
help her do most everything else around 
the house.

What do parents do to educate their child when she 
needs intensive physical care that public schools can’t 
handle? Go online, of course.
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despite her disability, Syndey can get a 
great education and perform just like other 
students, thanks to her computer system and 
FreedomProject Academy.

opens doors for Special Girl, Sydney
Online School



loving School
When it comes to education, though, Syd-
ney is flourishing with the help of her sharp 
mind, emerging technologies, and a K-12 
online school known as FreedomProject 
Academy, or FPA. The innovative school, 
which has been in operation for about 
five years now and is growing fast, takes 
a different approach to education than do 
government schools, which Sydney tried 
once. Unlike the curriculum used in public 
schools, FPA emphasizes a classical edu-
cation founded on Judeo-Christian values. 
Rather than trying to keep parents at bay, 
as the government education system often 
does, FPA works in partnership with par-
ents to make sure every student is getting 
a top-notch education.

And unlike most children her age, 
thanks to FPA, Sydney loves school. “It’s 
good,” she told The New AmericAN in a 
Skype interview about school, typing out 
her responses with the help of her spe-
cialized computer system. Her favorite 
subject is English, because “I’m good at 
it,” she says, breathing with help from a 
rather loud machine in the background. 
English homework is also the quickest to 
complete, she adds. Right now, her class 
is close to finishing the book Princess 
and the Goblin, which Sydney said she 

enjoyed, too. She does all of her home-
work on the computer, and her teachers 
and friends send her messages often. 
“FPA is good for kids like me who are 
disabled because they can just go to class 
on the computer,” she says.

At FPA, where Sydney is now in her 
second year, the teachers and faculty love 
her, too. “She is a joy to have at FPA,” 
says Debbi Drake, student development 
director for the school, adding that Syd-
ney is a straight-A student. “She has a 
brilliant mind and is very motivated to 
do her schoolwork.” Sydney is treated 
like any other student, Drake adds. But 
her ability to excel despite her disabil-
ity “is an inspiration to us all,” she says. 
“Sydney’s perseverance in academics 
demonstrates it is not necessary to give in 
to the disability or limitation, but rather 
to strive, like she does, to do her best de-
spite the situation.”

Sydney’s teachers, too, had nothing 
but praise for their hard-working student. 
“She is not the most vocal student, but she 
regularly volunteers to share her answers 
and thoughts,” says Heather Harris, who 
teaches middle-school history and Latin. 
“She is a bright student and always does 
a good job on her assignments. Recently, 
the students were given an assignment to 

draw a picture of the Acropolis in Athens. 
Sydney’s of course was drawn with a com-
puter program, but I found myself staring 
at the detail she included and thinking 
about the process that she must have gone 
through to add each line and detail. I real-
ized how much patience and perseverance 
she has had in her life in overcoming so 
many obstacles.”

Family, Friends, Hope, and computers
Sydney’s mom, Dana, runs a small busi-
ness from home selling SMA pediatric 
medical equipment — the same type of 
gear that has made it possible for Sydney 
to make it to 13 and perform almost like 
any other student at her online school. 
Sydney’s dad has an 8-5 job in IT. The 
family lives on what they describe as 
a “hobby farm,” complete with horses, 
“more chickens than we can count,” dogs, 
cats, and more. Together, the family has 
been through a lot, not least the experi-
ence of dealing with Sydney’s handicap. 
“It’s been very difficult, tiring, we’ve had 
a lot of close calls, a lot of surgeries, but 
we’re still here,” Dana says. “And thank-
fully, just in the last year or so, there are 
a few promising therapies in the works. 
Whether we’ll see them while we have 
her, we don’t know.”

Even with hope and technology, life 
can be tough sometimes. “Sydney is most 
comfortable lying down and spends most 
of her day doing so,” Dana told The New 
AmericAN. “Her computer monitor hovers 
above her bed on an adjustable arm, and she 
uses a device called a SmartNav to control 
her computer with very small movements 
of her head. She wears a reflective sticker 
on her forehead and the camera (seen in 
photo) tracks the micro-movements of the 
sticker, which acts as her mouse.” From 
her work station, Sydney completes all of 
her classes and her homework, plays on-
line games with her friends, sets up Skype 
dates with other girls, and explores the 
world through the Web.

While most movement is impossible 
due to SMA, Sydney does still have 
some slight ability to move the fingers 
on her right hand. She uses an ultra-light 
touch switch called a Microlight switch 
to “click” on things, Dana explains. And 
through an on-screen keyboard, Sydney is 
able to use her computer almost as fully as 
anyone else.
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For her 13th birthday, Sydney finally got some pets of her own, including Jellybean, the lovable 
guinea pig seen here.
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“She is in frequent contact with family 
and friends via e-mail and Skype, plays 
games, watches movies, completes home-
work, and of course, logs into class each 
day to join her schoolmates at FPA,” Syd-
ney’s mom says.

Schooling despite disability
But school was not always so accessible. 
Early in Sydney’s life, the family tried 
approaching a public school. “That was 
a disaster,” Dana recalls. “So we decided 
to homeschool.” It has been many years 
since then, and Dana has tried to block it 
out of her mind. But she still remembers 
some of it, she says about the family’s 
experience with public school, where 
school officials were “very cavalier” 
about Sydney’s medical needs. “Essen-
tially they told me I would not be allowed 
inside the school,” Dana explains. “We 
were forced to relinquish our daughter 
and her very scary medical needs into 
the hands of people who were inexpe-
rienced. And then there is, in public 
school, for a disabled child, the countless 
reports, meetings, people that have to get 
involved.”

With FPA, “we had none of that,” Dana 
says. “They have been extremely respect-
ful of my role as a parent, where in my 
experience with public school they made 
me feel like the adversary, the enemy. FPA 
has welcomed me to help in any way, and 
have really acknowledged that I’m a valu-
able partner with them.”

There are, of course, other online 
schools. But FPA initially caught Dana’s 
eye “because of the live interaction with 
the teachers,” she says. “For Sydney, it 
gives her the equivalent of driving to 
school, going into a classroom, and sitting 
there with a live teacher. But it gives us the 
benefit of having her home, with all her 
medical equipment, and without the chore 
of having to drive.”

The real classroom experience with a 

live teacher and other students all inter-
acting in the class has had benefits for 
Sydney beyond just academics, too. “It’s 
been a social door for her — she has all 
kinds of new friends that she communi-
cates with outside of class,” Dana says. 
“So it’s not just a great curriculum. For 
her, this is the ideal way to make friends 
and share experiences with other girls 
her age.”

“All the kids have been extremely 
friendly — they all know there’s some-
thing different about her, many have seen 
her on video, but they all treat her just 
like any other kid,” Dana says, smiling. 
“They set up Skype dates, sit down on 
camera, talk, we get to see other families 
and their pets. The girls talk about their 
animals, the games they play, schedule 
times to go online to their gaming sites, 
they play simultaneously together. Some-
times we’ll talk about homework. If she 
can’t figure something out, I tell her to 
ask her friends in class. It’s really been a 

great way for her to make a dozen friends. 
All of them have been just really, really 
good kids.”

But FPA is about more than the teachers 
and the social life, especially for Sydney 
and her family. “One of the things I love 
the most is that she can do school very 
independently,” Dana continues in an ex-
tended Skype interview. “I get her ready 
for school in the morning — she needs 
help with all of it — so I have a couple 
hours of prep work before she hits the 
classroom. By 10 she’s ready to go, gets 
herself logged in, and she has absolute 
control over everything. She doesn’t often 
speak, even though we have a mic. Last 
year she did do a lot of speaking and even 
said the pledge of allegiance.”

“She is able with FPA to have a more 
normal experience than in a brick and 
mortar school — she could never raise 
her hand, ask questions, and so on, so it’s 
a really nice way for her to participate in 
class,” Dana says. She could never do 
those things in a traditional classroom. 
When a teacher calls on her, for example, 
Sydney just types out her answer. “It puts 
her on an identical playing field with the 
other kids — she can participate in the 
same way as all the other kids, which is 
fantastic,” continues Dana.

The staff at FPA was also understand-
ing, Dana said. “I was very pleasantly 
surprised when I contacted FPA,” she 
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At FPA, where Sydney is now in her second year, 

the teachers and faculty love her, too. “She is a joy to 

have at FPA,” says Debbi Drake, student development 

director for the school, adding that Sydney is a 

straight-A student.

the whole craven family has had to deal with a lot, yet they remain hopeful and happy.



explained. “I was worried it would be 
complicated, maybe they would not take 
her, maybe they would impose conditions. 
But they immediately said ‘yes,’ that ‘we 
trust that you know what you’re doing.’” 
Now, Sydney is in sixth grade and takes 
four classes — English, math, science, and 
history — with four different teachers.

a classical education
Another highlight of FPA for the Craven 
family is the school’s curriculum — and 
the huge difference between FPA and the 
public-school system. “You’ll have to 
stop me because I could probably go for 
an hour about this,” Dana says with a big 
smile on her face. “Homeschooling really 
caused me to pay attention to education in 
the country in general. It became clear to 
me that the schools were not the schools I 
remembered growing up, and those were 
probably not the schools my parents re-
member. I see less and less effort to help 
learning, and more and more effort on in-
doctrination, social engineering — things 
I don’t want my kids exposed to.”

The family prefers classical education, 
too, and FPA provides that, Dana says. 
While she did not grow up in a religious 
family, and says she still needs to grow 

her own faith, she also thinks the em-
phasis on Judeo-Christian values and the 
associated worldview are very valuable. 
“It raises the standard of absolutely ev-
erything in the school — behavior, lesson 
plans, choices of reading materials,” she 
explains. “Having the Judeo-Christian 
seed in everything that they do absolutely 
raises the quality of every aspect of the 
school. It’s really important to have that 
piece there.”

Even matters that seem more mundane 
to many parents have been important to 
the Craven family. For instance, govern-
ment schools today rarely teach cursive, 
while FPA makes it mandatory. “That’s 
very important to me,” says Dana. “So 
many important documents and pieces of 
writing are in cursive, and sadly, a lot of 
people today can’t read it. I want my kids 
to be able to read that. I wanted my kids 
to read classic literature as well. Schools 
today often don’t do that — novels that 
all children should read are not in school 
curricula anymore. But FPA has allowed 
my kids to read great works. FPA also 
teaches Latin, and that is so valuable. 
Plus the emphasis on the good old basics, 
which I’m really an advocate of. Having 
a strong foundation and base will allow 

my kids to learn anything they want to 
learn in the future.”

Sydney has a younger brother, Scott, 
who also attends FPA. And while he does 
not have a disability, he, too, enjoys the 
online school. In an interview with this 
magazine, Scott, who is in fourth grade, 
was lively, bouncy, and talkative. His 
mom says he had the same sort of social 
experience as Sydney, but with the added 
benefit of being able to talk easily. Ap-
parently little Scotty — “don’t put that 
in your article,” he says, smiling and 
snuggling up next to his sister, “my name 
is Scott!” — is not quite as responsible 
as Sydney when it comes to getting all 
homework assignments done.

But FPA has a great system of account-
ability that helps the family stay on top 
of everything, Dana says. “With FPA, I 
can log in, keep an eye on where he’s 
at, what needs to be done, the quality 
of what he’s turned in, see his teachers’ 
comments,” she explains. “So that’s a 
nice feature for parents. For parents who 
really want to be involved, they can do 
that, and for those less concerned, they 
can log in periodically.”

Especially in the modern era, options 
such as FPA are important, Dana says, 
adding that homeschooling has become 
increasingly mainstream and that, with 
tools such as FPA to help parents along, 
it is now within reach for everyone. “In 
this time period where schools are really 
going through some crazy transitions — 
you’ve got boys in girls’ bathrooms now, 
really nutty stuff — a lot of parents don’t 
realize that there are a lot of alternatives,” 
she explains. “They need to know that just 
because kids don’t go to brick and mor-
tar school does not mean they can’t get 
a great education. Actually they can get 
all the good things about school without 
being exposed to all the things that are not 
so good.”

Sydney is “very happy with it,” her 
mom concludes. Of course, the young 
girl “would love to be in a healthy body 
where she had the same choices as oth-
ers.” “That’s her real wish,” Dana says. 
“But those aren’t the cards she was dealt, 
and nothing else could have possibly filled 
more voids for her than FPA.” n

FPA is affiliated with The John Birch Society, the 
parent organization of The New AmericAN.
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Sydney and her younger brother, Scott, both attend FreedomProject Academy from their home 
on a “hobby farm.”
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by William F. Jasper

As we go to press, the United Na-
tions Paris Climate Summit (No-
vember 30-December 11) is wind-

ing up its first week. The New AmericAN 
will have foreign correspondent Alex 
Newman on the ground there, along with 
cameraman David Lewis, to report and 
conduct interviews during the final week 
of the conference. Newman, who covered 
the Copenhagen climate summit with me 
in 2009 and the Rio+20 summit in Rio de 
Janeiro in 2012, has written extensively 
on global-warming issues for both our 
print and online versions. While Newman 
and Lewis will be providing eyewitness 
reporting from Paris, including real-time 
interviews with me via Skype, I will also 
be busy stateside conducting live inter-
views on Skype with other participants 
at the UN extravaganza in Paris. If you 
have not already done so, please visit us 
online at TheNewAmerican.com to see 
our many articles and video reports from 
Paris, as well as from other previous cli-
mate conferences. As with so many other 
issues, The New AmericAN was way out 
in front on this issue, exposing it decades 

ago (literally), while many other conserva-
tive “leaders” either failed to recognize the 
importance it would assume, or actually 
fell for the alarmist warming propaganda. 
The brief article that follows is but a pre-
lude to our full-coverage special issue on 
climate change, née global warming, in 
our next print edition (cover date January 
4) of The New AmericAN.

The importance that the globalists are 
assigning to this conference — and the 
binding agreement they intend it to pro-
duce — is obvious from the enormity and 
vehemence of the media frenzy, as well as 
the fact that President Obama and other 
heads of state are converging on Paris at 
the start of the summit, rather than wait-
ing until the last couple of days, as has 
been the practice at previous summits. 
The month of November saw politicians 
and activists worldwide in uber-hyperven-
tilation mode, in apparent attempts to out-
apocalypse one another before the start of 
the Paris summit.

French Foreign Minister Laurent Fa-
bius, the presiding host for the summit, 
declared on November 8 at a press con-
ference in Paris: “It is life on our planet 
itself which is at stake.” Failure to enact 

a global environmental regime, he said, 
would have “catastrophic consequences” 
for all life on our planet.

In a November 10 speech in Norfolk, 
Virginia, Secretary of State John F. Kerry 
reiterated the claim that global warming 
presents a dire threat to national and global 
security. “We have to prepare ourselves 
for the potential social and political con-
sequences that stem from crop failures, 
water shortages, famine and outbreaks of 
epidemic disease,” he said. “And we have 
to heighten our national security readi-
ness to deal with the possible destruction 
of vital infrastructure and the mass move-
ment of refugees — particularly in parts 
of the world that already provide fertile 
ground for violent extremism and terror.”

During the November 14 Democratic 
presidential debate — one day after the 
Paris terror attacks — Senator Bernie 
Sanders was asked if he still believed that 
the greatest threat to national security is 
climate change. “Absolutely,” Sanders re-
sponded. “In fact, climate change is direct-
ly related to the growth of terrorism. And 
if we do not get our act together and listen 
to what the scientists say … you’re gonna 
see all kinds of international conflict.”

In tandem with the UN’s Paris Climate Summit, many in media are roaring about climate 
devastation. But even a brief overview of the issues shows how senseless it is.

Putting the

Paris Climate Summit in context

world leaders at un Paris climate Summit
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Perhaps not surprisingly, after more 
than two decades of increasingly shrill, 
over-the-top predictions about the com-
ing global-warming meltdown (pre-
dictions, by the way, that have invari-
ably proven false), the round of crying 
wolf during the past year has failed to 
generate widespread public credibility 
and support. An Associated Press poll 
in mid-October found that worry over 
global warming had dropped in every 
category of respondent, compared to an 
identical poll taken in July. In what has 
to be a huge disappointment to the AGW 
alarmism lobby, even the UN’s own MY 
WORLD global survey of seven million 
individuals found climate change run-
ning dead last among concerns of people 
of all walks of life. What are real people 
in the real world most concerned about? 
A good education, better healthcare, bet-
ter job opportunities, access to clean 
water and sanitation, better transport and 
roads, reliable energy at home, etc. Ac-
tion on climate change came in at number 
16 — out of 16 issues.

Undoubtedly, public support would 
evaporate completely, and would even turn 
to outrage against the alarmists, if the hor-
rendous economic costs of the UN climate 
plans were understood, the true extent of 
the AGW “science” fraud were known, and 
the dire threat to personal liberty posed by 
the planned global climate regime were 
exposed. In the interests of speeding that 
evaporation and feeding that justified out-
rage, we offer these related important items 
that have either been ignored or spun in a 
pro-AGW direction recently by the alarm 
choir in the “mainstream” media.

one lousy, minuscule 1/100th  
of one degree centigrade by  
the end of the century?
That’s how much global warming would 
be forestalled, theoretically, according to 
the UN’s own climate models, says Dan-
ish economist/environmentalist Dr. Bjørn 
Lomborg, if all the CO2 mitigation plans 
(Intended Nationally Determined Contri-
butions, or INDCs) submitted to the UN 
are faithfully implemented by all the coun-
tries of the world. Lomborg’s study, “Im-
pact of Current Climate Proposals,” pub-
lished November 10 in the journal Global 
Policy, is the only update to the “classic” 
1998 study of global mitigation policy im-

pacts by Dr. Tom Wigley of the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research in Boul-
der, Colorado. Dr. Wigley developed the 
Model for the Assessment of Greenhouse 
Gas Induced Climate Change (MAGICC) 
to come up with his CO2 projections. Yes, 
although we are incessantly reminded that 
AGW alarmism is all about “science,” 
it’s really about magic, and very wiggly 
(Wigley) dark magic at that. Dr. Wigley, it 
may be remembered, was at the center of 
the Climategate e-mail scandal, along with 
Michael Mann, Phil Jones, James Hansen, 
Gavin Schmidt, Ben Santer, and other big 
names in the climate lobby. Among other 
things, Wigley infamously initiated an e-
mail campaign among fellow warmists 
to destroy the career of skeptical clima-
tologist Dr. Patrick Michaels, one of many 
professional scientists who are effectively 
exposing the alarmist magic/science. At 
any rate, Dr. Lomborg’s new study utilizes 
the UN-approved magic — MAGICC 6.3, 
the latest version used in all five UN IPCC 
assessments from 1990-2014 — to demys-
tify the magical process undergirding the 
claimed need for a global CO2 regulatory 
regime. Lomborg finds that, even under 
the UN’s most optimistic assumptions, the 
total impact to world temperature would 
be only .008° to .011° C by 2100. For that 
virtually undetectable “improvement,” we 
should spend trillions of dollars and sub-
mit to amalgamation into a global regula-
tory state? The Lomborg study, the most 
robust of its kind, is not the only study 

to point out that whatever achievements 
can be claimed by the UN-led mitigation 
efforts will be so minuscule as to be sta-
tistically insignificant. But it greatly rein-
forces those critics who point to the hor-
rendously disproportionate cost-to-benefit 
ratio (all pain, no gain) as reason enough 
to dump this mad scheme.

the claimed measurements are 
“nonsense” and nothing to panic over, 
say the experts.
Dr. Richard Lindzen, emeritus professor of 
meteorology at MIT and a legendary au-
thority on climate research, says the hyste-
ria over global warming is “just nonsense.” 
Addressing a conference hosted by the 
Texas Public Policy Foundation in Austin 
on November 20, 2015, Dr. Lindzen point-
ed out: “The most important thing to keep 
in mind is — when you ask ‘is it warming, 
is it cooling,’ etc. — is that we are talk-
ing about something tiny, and that is the 
crucial point.” “We are speaking of small 
changes,” Lindzen reminded the audience. 
“Twenty-five hundredths (of a degree) Cel-
sius would be about 50 percent of the recent 
warming, and that strongly suggests a low 
and inconsequential climate sensitivity — 
meaning no problem at all.”

Pointing to a temperature record graph 
during his presentation, Dr. Lindzen stat-
ed: “I urge you when looking at a graph, 
check the scales! The uncertainty here is 
tenths of a degree. When someone points 
to this and says this is the warmest tem-

dr. Bjørn lomborg, a Danish environmentalist/economist and director of the Copenhagen 
Consensus Center, points out in a new study that the UN’s massive, expensive CO2 mitigation 
schemes would only impact global temperatures by 1/100th degree centigrade.

www.lomborg.com
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perature on record, what are they talking 
about? It’s just nonsense. This is a very 
tiny change period, and they are arguing 
over hundredths of a degree when it is un-
certain in tenths of a degree.”

noaa tries to hide the “pause,” the 
inconvenient fact of no warming for 
the past 19 years.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) is under inves-
tigation and congressional subpoena for 
fudging its data to support global-warming 
alarmism. Conveniently, right before the 
UN’s climate summit, the federal agency 
came up with a “readjusted” data reading 
that fits what its boss, President Obama, 
wanted to take to the Paris confab. Specifi-
cally, the NOAA “scientists” used some 
sort of computer model magic to disappear 
the “pause” or “hiatus,” the 19-year period 
from 1998 to present where the observed 
temperatures from all sources show there 
has been no global warming. Although 
this fact of a nearly two-decade pause in 
global warming has been admitted by even 
the UN’s IPCC and other leading AGW 
alarmists, it has been largely ignored and 
covered over with more AGW hysteria in 
the major media. Thus the Obama admin-

istration probably thinks it can get away 
with this massive (and, yes, criminal) de-
ception. Critiques by leading scientists, 
climate researchers, and policy experts 
began exposing the blatant NOAA decep-
tion almost immediately. (NOAA critique 
authors include Patrick Michaels, Richard 
Lindzen, Paul C. Knappenberger, Bob 
Tisdale, Anthony Watts, Judith Curry, E. 
Calvin Beisner, the Global Warming Pol-
icy Forum, Christopher Monckton, and 
Ross McKittrick.) Among the many flaws 
and deceptions employed by the NOAA 
authors, the most obvious pointed out 
by their learned critics is NOAA’s unex-
plained dumping of the most well-known 
and reliable surface temperature datasets 
and satellite datasets that show there has 
been no rise in global temperatures for 
nearly 19 years: HadCRUT (land surface 
and ocean), HadSST (ocean surface only), 
NCDC (land surface and ocean), GISS 
(land surface and ocean), RSS satellite 
(lower troposphere), UAH satellite (lower 
troposphere), and Argo float arrays (ocean 
temperatures at 5-meter depth).

“To manufacture warming during the 
hiatus, NOAA adjusted the pre-hiatus 
data downward,” write climate research-
ers Bob Tisdale and Anthony Watts. Dis-

playing old and new NOAA graphs that 
clearly show NOAA has monkeyed with 
the data to “cool” the pre-hiatus tempera-
tures, Tisdale and Watts comment: “Their 
intent and methods are so obvious they’re 
laughable.... It’s hard to imagine how any-
one could take the new NOAA global sur-
face temperature data seriously.”

Unfortunately, it’s no laughing mat-
ter. This duplicity was not unexpected. 
In 2013, leaked documents obtained by 
Associated Press showed the Obama ad-
ministration and European Union govern-
ments were very worried about the hiatus 
and impact it would have on their agenda. 
And they were trying to get climate re-
searchers to censor or downplay evidence 
that there has been no measurable global 
warming in recent years, despite the con-
tinuing increase in CO2.

china and india plan continued 
explosive growth of coal-fired plants, 
while the ePa closes down  
more u.S. plants. 
During the first nine months of 2015, 
China issued approvals to build 155 new 
coal-fired power plants. That’s more than 
four per week, and it continues at a blis-
tering pace that the communist nation has 
been on for long time. China burns four 
billion tons of coal a year, four times as 
much as the United States. It is the big-
gest coal producer, user, and importer 
— and the biggest emitter of CO2 (a non-
polluting natural gas) as well as other 
genuine pollutants. India, likewise, is pin-
ning its development future on coal, and 
is expected to double its consumption of 
coal between 2020 and 2040, displacing 
China as the number-one coal consumer. 
Despite their pledges to pursue alternative 
“clean” energy, coal will continue to fuel 
their growth. Are China and India wrong 
to push coal? Not at all; they have hun-
dreds of millions of people who still need 
electricity, clean water, and other basics 
of life. For them, as well as many other 
developing countries, coal is the only vi-
able, affordable energy source that can lift 
these people out of poverty. However, it is 
beyond pointless for the United States to 
adopt economy-killing, genuinely painful 
CO2 reductions when the increases from 
India, China, and elsewhere will more 
than completely negate any supposed 
global gains from our mitigation. n

where’d the satellite data go? Satellite temperature data and ocean buoy records, the most 
reliable sources on global temperatures, show no global warming for the past nearly two 
decades. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is under investigation for 
“readjusting” its data, just months before the UN’s Paris summit, to make this “hiatus” disappear.

NOAA: Allan Kung
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The Politically Incorrect  
Guide to Science 
In this installment in the popular Politically 
Incorrect series, readers will be both educated and 
entertained as Tom Bethell tackles such issues as 
global warming, nuclear power, DDT, endangered 
species, cloning, cancer, and evolution. (2005ed, 
270pp, pb, $19.95) BKPIGS

The Politically Incorrect Guide to 
Global Warming
This explosive new book in the Politically Incorrect  
series exposes the myths and distortions behind the 
green lobby. (2007, 350pp, pb, $19.95) BKPIGGW

The Great Global Warming Swindle
An authoritative account of how the hysteria over 
global warming has parted company with reality. (2007, 
158min, cased DVD, $19.95) DVDGGWS

Whatever Happened to Global Warming? — Reprint 
Is it possible that there’s really global warming at the same time that record cold 
spells are so widespread? Find out if the world can look forward to continued 
cold. Three articles from The New AmericAN are combined in 16 pages. (2009, 16pp, 
1/$0.75; 25/$15.00; 100/$55.00; 1,000/$500.00) RPGW

The Coming Shale Gale — Reprint
Natural-gas production is now booming, thanks to new methods of obtaining gas 
from shale stone. But environmentalists want to end the drilling.  A 12-page, four-
color reprint adapted from the two main articles from the June 20, 2011 issue of 
TNA — pgs. 10-18. (2011, 12pp, $.05ea) RPCSG

Blue
For decades the Green Movement has claimed that Earth is threatened by the activ-
ity and existence of mankind. Green policies say we must give up our liberties to 
“save” the planet. This film challenges these Green philosophies, and explores issues 
such as carbon emissions, climate change, and overpopulation. BLUE casts a bold 
new vision: that through greater freedom we can realize a fuller potential for man 
and this beautiful blue planet we call home. (2014, DVD, 58min, $17.95) DVDBLUE
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Though Christians in the Middle East are being forced to 
flee and are being killed en masse, the Western world, 
especially the United States, largely ignores their plight. 

Whether Fleeing or Staying Put, 
Middle Eastern Christians Largely Ignored

by Warren Mass

T he ongoing refugee crisis revolves 
mainly around whether Western na-
tions should provide sanctuary to the 

millions of displaced persons who have fled 
the turmoil of the Syrian civil war and, if 
so, how many each nation should admit. In 
the United States, however — as we shall 
discuss momentarily — other issues have 
been raised: Has the Obama administra-
tion deliberately engaged in a practice of 
discriminating against Christian refugees, 
and what should be done about the fact that 
Western policies created the warring, strife, 
and refugees in the first place?

Initially, most of those fleeing the con-
flict, which began in 2011, fled to Turkey, 
Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq. As these coun-
tries’ capacity to absorb the ceaseless flow 
of refugees reached their limits, around 

early 2015, a third of a million of them 
moved on to European Union nations.

By September, the United States had 
resettled 1,500 Syrians, but that number 
would soon increase. By September 10, 
the refugee quota had been increased 
to 10,000, and 10 days later Secretary 
of State John Kerry announced that the 
“Obama administration will increase the 
number of refugees the United States is 
willing to accept in 2017 to 100,000, a sig-
nificant increase over the current annual 
worldwide cap of 70,000.”

Risk of Refugees 
Since Syria, like most nations in the 
Middle East, is overwhelmingly Mus-
lim (only in Israel, which is 75 percent 
Jewish, and Lebanon, which is 54 per-
cent Muslim and 40 percent Christian, is 
this not the case), practically all of the 

refugees fleeing the Syrian civil war are 
also Muslim. Though the vast majority of 
these are undoubtedly innocent victims 
of the turmoil, many individuals have 
expressed extreme caution against al-
lowing them to enter their nations. This 
is because of legitimate concerns that the 
very terrorists who have fomented havoc 
in Syria and neighboring Iraq — promot-
ing the exodus — may have embedded 
themselves among the refugees as a way 
to infiltrate Western countries and en-
gage in terrorist acts there. The terrorist 
attacks in Paris on November 13 height-
ened these concerns.

Public officials such as Texas Governor 
Gregg Abbott and Senators Jeff Sessions 
(R-Ala.) and Ted Cruz (R-Texas) have 
vehemently demanded that, rather than al-
lowing wholesale, unrestricted migration 
into our nation, which is essentially what 
the Obama administration is planning, ad-
equate security measures must be put in 
place to detect terrorists in the aliens’ midst.

In addition to the terrorist threat, how-
ever, Cruz and former Florida Governor 
Jeb Bush have pointed out what they con-
sider to be an unacceptable anomaly in the 
Obama administration’s refugee policy — 
discrimination against Christian refugees. 
Some commentators have pointed out that 
only three percent of the refugees coming to 
the United States from Syria are Christians, 
although Syria is 10 percent Christian.

While speaking in South Carolina on 
November 15, Cruz proposed having the 
United States give priority to Christian 
refugees from the Middle East, saying:

There is no meaningful risk of Chris-
tians committing acts of terror. If 
there were a group of radical Chris-
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Syrian and iraqi orthodox christian refugees, 
who fled terrorist unrest in their own 
countries, attend Christmas Mass at the Saint 
Afram Syrian Orthodox Church in Amman, 
Jordan, in 2013.
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tians pledging to murder anyone who 
had a different religious view than 
they, we would have a different na-
tional security situation.

But it is precisely the Obama ad-
ministration’s unwillingness to rec-
ognize that or ask those questions 
that makes them so unable to fight 
this enemy. Because they pretend as 
if there is no religious aspect to this.

Speaking on CNN the same day that Cruz 
made his comments, former Florida Gov-
ernor Jeb Bush said that U.S. assistance to 
Middle Eastern refugees should focus pri-
marily on Christians fleeing the violence. 
“We should focus our efforts as it relates 
to refugees on the Christians that are being 
slaughtered.”

President Obama was quick to criticize 
such pro-Christian proposals while speak-
ing at the G20 summit in Antalya, Turkey, 
on November 16, saying:

When I hear political leaders sug-
gesting that there would be a reli-
gious test for which a person who 
is fleeing from a war-torn country is 
admitted, when some of those folks 
themselves come from families who 
benefited from protection when they 
were fleeing political persecution, 
that’s shameful, that’s not American. 
That’s not who we are. We don’t have 
religious tests (for) our compassion.

Cruz responded to Obama’s statement on 
November 19, speaking on the Fox News 
Channel’s Happening Now program:

What’s astonishing, among the Syr-
ian refugees who’ve come to Ameri-
ca, do you know that only three per-
cent have been Christians? Why does 
the president get so angry at those of 
us who want to help provide a safe 
haven for Christians being persecut-
ed, but he’s not angry at ISIS terror-

ists? He won’t even call them radical 
Islamic terrorists, instead, he defends 
them. I think that’s really backwards.

Cruz made his remarks while talking about 
legislation he introduced that, in his words, 
“would have barred refugees from coming 
to America from countries where ISIS or al 
Qaeda controls significant amounts of ter-
ritory. It would have focused on Syria, and 
Iraq, and Libya, and Somalia, and Yemen. 
And that is because we cannot determine 
who is a terrorist and who is not.”

During that discussion, Cruz addressed 
two separate points: 1) while the adminis-
tration advocates admitting large number 

of refugees from Mus-
lim-majority countries 
that are home to Islamic 
terrorists, it has devel-
oped no effective way 
to weed out the terror-
ists from among the in-
nocent refugees fleeing 
turmoil, and 2) Christian 
refugees, who have suf-
fered as much as their 
Muslim neighbors flee-
ing Syria and elsewhere, 
are represented dispro-
portionately low among 
the refugee population.

mideast  
christian crisis
Even before the refugee 
crisis had become almost 
daily news, Newsweek 
reported last March on 
the plight of Christians 
fleeing persecution in 
the Middle East, using 
the to as a case in point.

While both Saddam 
Hussein and Bashar 
al-Assad were/are au-
thoritarian strongmen, 
they were also largely 

secularized Muslims with a fair amount 
of tolerance for Christians and other reli-
gious minorities in their countries. In this 
environment, the conditions described by 
Newsweek’s article as prevailing in pre-
civil war Maaloula, Syria, existed in most 
of Iraq under Saddam and most of Syria 
under Assad:

It was also a place of profound peace, 
where Sunni and Shiite Muslim resi-
dents, along with their Christian 
neighbors, forged a pact early in the 
war to avoid the sectarian conflict 
ripping their country apart.

The peace was not to last, however. News-
week described what happened next:

The idyll was shattered on Septem-
ber 4, 2013, when a Jordanian suicide 
bomber exploded a truck at a Syrian 
army checkpoint at the entrance of 
the town. Eight soldiers were killed. 
Rebel opposition soldiers and jihad-
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After the ongoing turmoil caused by these groups 

forced millions of Syrians and Iraqis to flee their 

homes, why has the Obama administration been 

stingy in granting refugee status to Christian refugees, 

while being generous to Muslim refugees?

u.S. Senator and presidential candidate ted cruz (R-Texas) 
pointed out that among the Syrian refugees who’ve come to 
America, only three percent have been Christians.

AP Images



ists fighting against Syrian President 
Bashar Assad attacked, and the battle 
of Maaloula, a UNESCO-protected 
town, had begun. The Syrian army 
led a counterattack two days later, 
regaining control, but the fighting 
continued. The rebels again took 
the town and this time burned down 
churches and began to drive out 
Christian residents....

The Syrian government eventually 
took back Maaloula, but in Novem-
ber 2013 more opposition forces — 
including the jihadist Jabhat al-Nusra 
(the Al-Qaeda franchise in Syria) — 
attacked. They kidnapped 12 nuns 
from the monastery to exchange for 
their captured fighters.

From the report, it is obvious that Chris-
tians in Maaloula, who had lived peacefully 
alongside their Muslim neighbors for centu-
ries before the civil war began, and who had 
continued living in peace with the present 
regime in power in Damascus, were threat-
ened by the jihadists fighting against Assad 
— jihadists who are part of the same coali-
tion that our own government supported.

In an article reposted by The New 
AmericAN on September 6 (“The Real 
Refugee Problem — and How to Solve 
It.”), former U.S. Representative Ron Paul 
(R-Texas) identified the role that U.S. for-
eign policy in the Middle East has contrib-
uted to the refugee crisis, writing in part:

The reason so many are fleeing places 
like Syria, Libya, Afghanistan, and 
Iraq is that US and European inter-
ventionist foreign policy has left 
these countries destabilized with no 
hopes of economic recovery. This 
mass migration from the Middle East 
and beyond is a direct result of the 
neocon[servative] foreign policy of 
regime change, invasion, and pushing 
“democracy” at the barrel of a gun.

The Newsweek report provided some star-
tling statistics revealing just how much 
ground Christians in both Iraq and Syria 
have lost since the 2003 U.S. invasion and 
the 2011 U.S.-supported anti-Assad insur-
gency began:

A European Parliament resolution 
in March condemning attacks on 

Christians and other minorities said 
more than 700,000 Syrian Christians 
were among those who have fled the 
country. Before 2011, the Christian 
population there was estimated to be 
around 1.1 million.

In Iraq, this latest round of Chris-
tian persecution started with the U.S.-
led invasion in 2003 and the sectarian 
violence that followed. The pre-2003 
Christian population may have been 
as high as 1.4 million. Now estimates 
put it between 260,000 and 350,000. 
Many Iraqi Christians moved to safer 
regions in the north under Kurdish 
control, but now ISIS is threatening 
them there too....

The plight of Christians in the 
Middle East varies greatly from 
country to country, but the news is 
mostly bad.

A similar assessment of the severe decline 
in Christianity in the Middle East was pro-
vided in a major article in the New York 
Times magazine on July 22, entitled: “Is 
This the End of Christianity in the Middle 
East?” Eliza Griswold, the article’s writer, 
observed that the U.S. invasion resulted in 
hundreds of thousands of Christians flee-
ing Iraq. Griswold quoted Bashar Warda, 
the Chaldean Catholic archbishop of the 
Iraqi city of Erbil, who said: “Since 2003, 

we’ve lost priests, bishops and more than 
60 churches were bombed.”

The reports depict a scenario that was far 
from unique, and which has been repeated in 
many other locations throughout Syria and 
Iraq since the U.S.-led invasion of Iraq de-
posed Saddam Hussein in 2003, removing 
an authoritarian dictator who was neverthe-
less tolerant toward Christians. Following 
the removal of Saddam Hussein, the United 
States supported a rebel insurgency against 
the secular government of Bashar al-Assad 
in Syria on 2011, which destabilized much 
of that country and provided ISIS with a 
foothold and much-needed weaponry. This 
U.S. support of the rebel movement was 
noted in the article “ISIS: The Best Terror 
Threat U.S. Tax Money Can Buy,” by The 
New AmericAN’s Alex Newman last Janu-
ary. That article quoted a statement made 
by Vice President Joe Biden noting that 
America’s “anti-ISIS” allies (the Islamist 
rulers of Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, 
and Saudi Arabia) “poured hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars and tens, thousands of tons 
of weapons into anyone who would fight 
against Assad; except that the people who 
were being supplied were Al Nusra and Al 
Qaeda and the extremist elements of jihadis 
coming from other parts of the world.”

Much of this war materiel wound up 
in the hands of ISIS, who often used it to 
slaughter Christians.
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in december 2012, a Free Syrian 
Army (FSA) fighter takes cover 
during fighting with the Assad 
government’s Syrian Army in Azaz, 
Syria. The FSA has turned over 
weapons to ISIS.
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knowledge and Forethought
President Obama was well aware that 
Christians in Syria were able to practice 
their faith without fear under Assad. On 
September 12, 2014, MintPressNews.
com posted an article published by the 
Lebanese newspaper Al Akhbar, which 
detailed a White House meeting between 
Obama and a delegation of Eastern Chris-
tian patriarchs the previous day. Al Akh-
bar reported that during their meeting, 
the patriarchs presented Obama with a 
paper in which they exposed the situa-
tion of Christians in the Middle East and 
the threats and dangers they are facing, 
with much of the threat coming from the 
expansion of ISIS.

According to attendees who spoke 
with Al Akhbar, Obama said: “We know 
that President Bashar al-Assad protected 
Christians in Syria.”

Obama’s statement raises two ques-
tions: First, if he knew that the Assad 
government protected Christians in Syria, 
why did he authorize U.S. support for a 
coalition of rebels attempting to overthrow 
that government that included elements of 
al-Nusra, al-Qaeda, and ISIS, all radical 
groups that have persecuted and killed 
Christians (and did anyone at any time 
really believe that the groups opposing 
Bashar al-Assad would themselves rule 
benevolently)? Second, after the ongo-
ing turmoil caused by these groups forced 
millions of Syrians and Iraqis to flee their 
homes, why has the Obama administration 

been stingy in granting refugee status to 
Christian refugees, while being generous 
to Muslim refugees?

The Obama State Department has pur-
sued a discriminatory visa policy that 
limits visas for Christian refugees. Speak-
ing during a press conference at the 2015 
Knights of Columbus Convention in 
Philadelphia last August, Chaldean Arch-
bishop Bashar Warda of Iraq and Syrian 
Archbishop Jean-Clement Jeanbart quoted 
federal data indicating that since October 
of last year, 906 Muslim refugees from 
Syria were granted U.S. visas, but only 
28 of Syria’s estimated 700,000 Christian 
refugees obtained visas.

Last spring, 27 Iraqi Chaldean Christians 
who had fled ISIS made their way to Mex-
ico and then crossed into the United States, 
where they asked for religious asylum. They 
were, instead, held in a detention center in 
San Diego, and Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) officials have demand-
ed their deportation. This action was taken 
despite the fact that they have family mem-
bers and church leaders in the San Diego 
area who have vouched for them.

“This is extremely disturbing and 
wrong,” Jim Jacobson, president of Chris-
tian Freedom International, told Fox 
News. “Until this decision, having a fam-
ily sponsor has always been a huge posi-
tive factor in adjudicating asylum cases. 
Christians are facing unspeakable torture 
and atrocities at the hands of ISIS.”

Faith McDonnell, director of religious 

liberty at the Institute on Religion and De-
mocracy, was quoted by the Christian Post 
about the Christian refugees’ detainment:

This follows the disturbing pattern 
that we have seen from the State De-
partment of ignoring the particular 
targeting of Christians by ISIS, while 
giving preferential treatment for asy-
lum to other groups with expedited 
processing — like Somalis, Iraqis, 
and Syrians, some of whom could 
very well be members of jihadist 
movements.

In an article for the Washington Times pub-
lished on November 24, Representative 
Dana Rohrabacher (R-Calif.) spoke of the 
plight of Christians in the Middle East as 
“the next holocaust” and announced that 
he had introduced legislation that would 
require the State Department to designate 
Christians (and Yazidis) as targets for geno-
cide, which he said would be a step toward 
creating priority refugee status for them.

Considering that it was the U.S. in-
terventionist foreign policy begun under 
George W. Bush and continued under 
Obama that has been responsible for the 
destabilization of authoritarian, yet Chris-
tian-friendly, regimes in both Iraq and 
Syria — a destabilization that has strength-
ened ISIS and allowed the terrorist group 
to gain large swaths of territory in both na-
tions — that policy can be blamed for the 
plight of the millions of refugees pouring 
out of the Middle East to seek sanctuary in 
Europe and the United States. While most 
of these refugees are Muslim, large num-
bers of them are also Christians who have 
suffered exceedingly harsh treatment at 
the hands of ISIS and other anti-Christian 
terrorists and extremists.

Having contributed to the suffering of 
Christians in the Middle East, it seems 
only just that the U.S. State Department 
should implement the action proposed by 
Rohrabacher to designate Christians (and 
Yazidis) as targets for genocide, which 
he said would be a step toward creating 
priority refugee status for them. As for 
the long-range solution, the time for the 
United States to abandon its intervention-
ist foreign policy — which Ron Paul iden-
tified as being responsible for the destabi-
lization that forced so many refugees to 
flee their homelands — is long overdue. n
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Refugees who fled the Syrian Civil War to go to Europe line up at a train station in Macedonia to 
board a train bound for Serbia.
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by Brian Farmer

The Doctrine of the Lesser Magistrates: 
A Proper Resistance to Tyranny and a 
Repudiation of Unlimited Obedience to 
Civil Government, by Matthew J. Tre-
whella, CreateSpace Independent Pub-
lishing Platform, North Charleston, South 
Carolina: 2013, 132 pages, paperback.

The cover illustration of Matthew 
Trewhella’s book gives a hint as 
to the author’s thesis. The cover 

sketch by Nicole Charpentier portrays the 
signing of the Magna Carta at Runnymede 
in 1215 A.D., when English nobles inter-
posed against the tyranny of King John.

Given the theme of the book and the 
life that Matthew Trewhella now leads, 
his early personal history comes as a bit 
out of a surprise. He was born in 1960 
and grew up in Detroit. Unfortunately, 
his parents divorced at a young age. The 

young Trewhella lived a life of crime, 
which included being part of a gang. In 
1978, he made a radical decision that 
transformed his life: He committed him-
self to Jesus Christ. He married Clara 
Tolnai in 1981, and they have 11 chil-
dren and 10 grandchildren. Trewhella has 
been the pastor of Mercy Seat Christian 
Church since 1988. He is the founder of 
Missionaries to the Preborn, a pro-life 
group located in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
where he and his wife reside. Trewhella’s 
activism on behalf of the preborn is what 
first got him interested in governmental 
matters. He served 14 months in jail for 
interposing at the doors of abortion clin-
ics. Trewhella preaches regularly, writes 
articles, and gives presentations to inter-
ested groups. Believing that Christianity 
should impact every area of life, he has 
created a website devoted to the book’s 
topic: http://lessermagistrate.com.

In the book’s Introduction, Trewhel-
la describes the three “boxes” that the 
Founding Fathers established in order 
to preserve liberty and resist tyranny: 
the ballot box (to remove unjust rulers 
through the vote), the jury box (not only 
judge to the facts of a case, but also to 
judge the law itself and determine wheth-
er it is being misapplied or is unjust or 
immoral), and the cartridge box (to allow 
an armed citizenry not only to repel a for-
eign invader, but also to act against tyr-
anny from our own government). How-
ever, those are not the only tools that the 
Founding Fathers gave us, and that brings 
us to the theme and purpose of Trewhel-
la’s book: the description and application 
of the doctrine of the lesser magistrates, 
which he asserts is rooted in Scripture 
and is found throughout human history. 
Trewhella assumes that the reader has 
lived long enough to observe the malig-
nant growth of an overbearing federal 
government and is ready to move on to 
the next step: “[This book] places within 

the hands of those concerned about our 
nation, a blueprint and means by which 
a stand can be made against a Federal 
government that has trampled our Con-
stitution, assaults our person, liberty, and 
property, and impugns the law of God.”

Because the book looks to an audience 
of Christians who care about our country’s 
path, the author first works to convince 
them that it is their duty to set things right.

The doctrine under consideration is de-
fined in Chapter 1: “The lesser magistrate 
doctrine declares that when the superior 
or higher civil authority makes unjust/im-
moral laws or decrees, the lesser or lower 
ranking civil authority has both a right and 
duty to refuse obedience to that superior 
authority. If necessary, the lower authori-
ties even have the right and obligation to 
actively resist the superior authority.” In 
that chapter, Trewhella also mentions a 
number of historical examples spanning a 
period of at least two millennia and points 
out that the Bible teaches the principle that 
“when the State commands that which 
God forbids or forbids that which God 
commands, men have a duty to obey God 
rather than man.”

That assertion would seem to contradict 
Romans 13 (reportedly Adolf Hitler’s favor-
ite Bible passage, by the way) and, as the 
title of the book implies, Trewhella takes the 
matter head on in Appendix A. The particu-
lar verses most often cited are the following 
(from the New Living Translation):

1Everyone must submit to governing 
authorities. For all authority comes 
from God, and those in positions of 
authority have been placed there by 
God. 2So anyone who rebels against 
authority is rebelling against what 
God has instituted, and they will be 
punished. 3For the authorities do not 
strike fear in people who are doing 
right, but in those who are doing 
wrong. Would you like to live with-

Because Americans by and large believe in the rule of law, citizens and local government 
officials usually do what they’re told by higher authorities. But what if they shouldn’t?

of the Lesser Magistrates
The Doctrine
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out fear of the authorities? Do what 
is right, and they will honor you. 
4The authorities are God’s servants, 
sent for your good. But if you are 
doing wrong, of course you should 
be afraid, for they have the power to 
punish you. They are God’s servants, 
sent for the very purpose of punish-
ing those who do what is wrong. 5So 
you must submit to them, not only to 
avoid punishment, but also to keep a 
clear conscience.

The first proof that Trewhella offers to re-
pudiate the so-called “divine right of kings” 
is to point out that there is no scripture any-
where in the Bible demanding unlimited 
obedience to the civil authorities, and that 
those who support unlimited obedience are 
simply imposing that idea upon the text.

The second proof that Trewhella offers 

is that good hermeneutics (the study of the 
methodological principles of interpreta-
tion) requires that we not read and interpret 
a Bible passage in a vacuum. One of those 
methodological principles is that “scripture 
interprets scripture,” which means that a 
Bible passage must be interpreted in the 
context of the entire Bible, and Trewhella 
points to a number of passages that con-
tradict the “divine right of kings,” such as 
those in Daniel 6 and Acts 5.

The third proof that Trewhella offers 
is that Romans 13 contains within itself 
limitation clauses that limit the authority 
and function of the civil government and, 
hence, those clauses make it clear that 
our obedience to the State is not meant 
to be unlimited. Specifically, verses three 
and four indicate that the civil govern-
ment is granted authority to reward those 
who do good and punish those who do 
evil. But what if the government starts 
to punish those who do good and reward 
those who do evil? In that case, argues 
Trewhella, we have a duty to obey God 
and not join in the government’s rebel-
lion against God.

In Chapter 2, Trewhella makes the case 
that the doctrine of the lesser magistrates 
is rooted in the doctrine of interposition. 
Interposition occurs when people posi-
tion themselves between an oppressor 
and the targeted victim. When a lesser 
magistrate does this, it shows a willing-
ness on the part of that person to risk 
personal security for the sake of justice. 
Trewhella asserts that historical Ameri-
can jurisprudence recognizes all of this 
and points out that Black’s Law Diction-
ary defines interposition in this manner: 
“The doctrine that a state, in the exercise 
of its sovereignty, may reject a mandate 
of the federal government deemed to be 
unconstitutional or to exceed the powers 
delegated to the federal government. The 
concept is based on the 10th Amendment 
of the Constitution of the United States 
reserving to the states powers not del-
egated to the United States.”

A number of chapters in the book are 
devoted to issues relating to the doctrine 
of the lesser magistrates, such as “The 
Duty of Lesser Magistrates” (Chapter 
4), “The Rule of Law and the Lesser 
Magistrates” (Chapter 6), and “When 
Lesser Magistrates Go Rogue” (Chap-
ter 9). Other chapters provide some in-
depth historical evidence related to the 
book’s thesis, such as “Magdeburg and 
the Lesser Magistrates” (Chapter 7) and 
“John Knox, Holy Scripture, and the 
Lesser Magistrates” (Chapter 8). Some 
critics might argue that the book is overly 
repetitive. On the other hand, in the au-
thor’s defense, we can all remember from 
our student days that repetition is the key 
to retention.

In this writer’s opinion, if there is a 
weakness in the book worth mentioning, 
it would be that the author does not go far 
enough in making the case that the law 
of God should be honored and should 
be the objective standard for human law 
(Chapter 5 and Appendix B). Critics of 
the Bible like to point out that among 
the laws of God are those ordering that 
we are not allowed to wear clothing 
made from two different kinds of fabric 
and that those who curse their parents 
or work on the Sabbath are to be put 
to death. They argue that such laws are 
silly, archaic, barbaric, etc. and use such 
examples to undermine the argument that 
we should follow God’s laws when they 
are in conflict with human law. How can 
believers rebut such arguments against 
God’s laws? How does one know which 
of God’s laws still apply today under the 
New Covenant and which do not? Are 
we allowed to wear a shirt made from 
a blend of cotton and polyester? If not, 
why not? The average reader is not a bib-
lical scholar, hence, it would have been 
helpful if Trewhella had addressed this 
issue.

Otherwise, this book is an excel-
lent primer on a tool that can be used 
in the fight against tyranny but that is 
not well understood or even known by 
many people. And it is a very timely 
book, especially in light of what recent-
ly happened to a certain county clerk in 
Kentucky (see The Last Word feature 
on page 44 in this issue). To order The 
Doctrine of the Lesser Magistrates, see 
page 17. n
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But what if the government starts to punish those who 

do good and reward those who do evil? In that case, 

argues Trewhella, we have a duty to obey God and 

not join in the government’s rebellion against God.

Matthew 
Trewhella



Brave intervention
A perceptive convenience store owner in 
Philadelphia noticed a man and woman 
behaving strangely in his store on No-
vember 11 and decided to intervene. As 
it turned out, the man, later identified as 
Nathaniel Rodriguez, had hijacked the 
woman’s car and was holding the woman 
against her will.

According to ABC News, Rodriguez 
had abducted the woman, a Pennsylvania 
Hospital doctor, from a parking garage at 
approximately 6 a.m. that day. The doctor 
later told police that Rodriguez got onto 
the elevator with her while she was on her 
cellphone with her husband and flashed 
what looked like a gun. He forced her into 
her car, and they drove to various ATMs 
until her debit card was declined for ex-
ceeding her limit.

They then stopped at the Port Richmond 
Exxon station, where the doctor’s terrify-
ing ordeal would come to an end.

Yahoo News reported, “Manveer 
Komer was working the overnight shift 
… at a gas station in the Port Richmond 
neighborhood of Philadelphia when the 
suspect arrived with the female doctor.”

Philly.com reported that Komer thought 
something seemed off about the pair, not-
ing that they stood far apart from each 
other. “She looked so nervous,” he said. 
“She was shaking.”

Surveillance footage captured the scene. 
Rodriguez attempted to purchase cigarettes 
with the doctor’s credit card. As they were 
leaving the store, Komer came out from 
behind the counter and stopped the doctor, 
placing himself between her and the man. 
“You come behind my back. I help you. 
No problem,” Komer said to the woman, 
as captured by surveillance cameras.

Komer then addressed Rodriguez di-
rectly. He told him to give the woman 
back her keys and cellphone. Surveillance 
footage captured Rodriguez reaching into 
his pocket but then driving away in the 
victim’s car. Komer gave the doctor some 
water while they awaited the police.

Rodriguez later turned on the victim’s 
cellphone, unknowingly providing his lo-
cation for police. They apprehended him 
and charged him with numerous crimes, 

including aggravated assault, kidnapping, 
carjacking, robbery, and other offenses.

officer Helps  
Homeless woman
Police Officer Bruce Pierson of Temecula, 
California, inspired charity in others with 
his good deed that went viral.

On November 8, Officer Pierson was 
called to the Promenade mall in Temecula 
because of a person who was behaving 
suspiciously in the parking lot, AOL News 
reported. When Pierson arrived, he ap-
proached the suspicious person, who was 
a homeless woman. She was barefoot and 
stated that she was moving from car to car 
to find shade for her feet, which were cal-
loused and filthy. The woman, who goes 
by the name of “Franki,” is 18 years old 
and told Officer Pierson that she had not 
worn shoes for two months.

AOL News reported that Franki has 
been homeless since she was 12 years old, 
and currently lives on the streets with her 
boyfriend and two dogs.

Officer Pierson decided to bring her to 
the Payless ShoeSource store in the mall 
and buy her a pair of shoes, whichever she 
selected.

When two other shoppers in the store 
heard what Officer Pierson was doing, they 
each came forward and offered to purchase 
an additional pair of shoes for Franki. Like-
wise, a shopper named Joshuah Rounds of-
fered cash to pay for some items. By the 
end of the day, Franki had two pairs of 
shoes, some socks, a scarf and a hat.

Pierson’s wife, upon hearing Franki’s 
story, also purchased two large bags of dog 
food for Franki’s dogs, and provided her 
some sweaters and a warm blanket.

Joshuah Rounds took several photos of 
the work that Pierson and several others did 
for Franki and posted them to his Facebook 
page. They went viral within 48 hours.

Officer Pierson later told KSWB that 
the entire experience made him emotional, 
but that he believes he did what anyone in 
his situation would do. “It was the right 
thing to do.... I would hope any human 
would do that,” he said.

toy Store for tots
A New York City woman has ensured 
that many homeless children will have a 
wonderful Christmas through donating the 
contents of an entire toy store to charity.

Carol Suchman donates toys to homeless 
children every Christmas, and saw a won-
derful opportunity to go above and beyond 
while walking through her West Village 
neighborhood one afternoon in November. 
She spotted a toy store that was going out of 
business and knew just what to do.

“When I saw all of the toys just sitting in 
the store, it occurred to me that it would be 
so great to be able to somehow get them to 
the kids in the homeless shelters that have 
so little,” Suchman told the Huffington Post.

She negotiated with the store’s owner 
and purchased the entire inventory, then 
turned everything over to the NYC De-
partment of Homeless Services.

Antonio Rodriquez, director of special 
events at the Department of Homeless Ser-
vices, told NY1 News, “I’ve been doing 
this for many years and we have many 
generous sponsors.… But I have to say, 
that this is the first time anybody ever 
bought out an entire store and donated it.”

The inventory included thousands of 
toys, ranging from puzzles and stickers 
to stuffed animals and games. It also in-
cluded loads of school supplies.

According to the Huffington Post, Such-
man has been purchasing birthday pres-
ents for children in the Brooklyn foster 
system for years. “Children [are] always 
my focus,” she said. “So that’s why, a lot 
of foster kids get a lot of used things and I 
realized a lot of them never had a birthday 
gift that they actually wanted.”

The toy store donation is just the latest 
in a long series of good deeds.

NY1 noted that Suchman “has the 
means to do it,” as she and her husband 
own a successful technology company.

Her wonderful deed is sure to make 
Christmas brighter for the needy children. 
“There will definitely be a lot of smiles 
and happy kids when they get these toys,” 
Suchman said. “If it brings them some joy 
and they realize there are people looking 
out for them, then my job is done.” n
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by Rt. Rev. James D. Heiser

T he grand sweep of history is often 
presented as an account of nations 
and even entire civilizations upon 

which the religious beliefs and ideolo-
gies of different ages have their impress 
on vast and faceless multitudes. Nearly 
lost in that vast expanse of time are the 
moments in which the individuals who 
shape the character of their ages are 
brought to the convictions that order 
their existence.

One such moment occurred as three 
men walked together and debated long 
into the night on September 19, 1931. 
The content of their conversation — the 
nature of myth and its relationship to 
Christianity — might seem abstract or at 
least “academic,” but the outcome of that 
conversation had profound significance 

for countless numbers of Christians for 
decades to come, for it was the night when 
J.R.R. Tolkien finally broke through C.S. 
Lewis’ passionately argued opposition to 
Christianity. As Philip and Carol Zaleski 
report the encounter in their recent book, 
The Fellowship:

Lewis insisted that myths are es-
sentially lies; Tolkien countered that 
myths are essentially true, for they 
reflect and transmit, in secondary 
form, the primary and primordial 
creative power of God....

Moreover, Tolkien argues — and 
this was the crux of the matter — 
that in the life, death, and resurrec-
tion of Jesus we discover a myth 
that has entered history. Here God 
tells — indeed, enacts — a tale with 
all the beauty and wonder and sym-

bolic power of myth, and yet a tale 
that is actually true. It was a strange 
thought, but it reminded Lewis of an 
off-hand remark he had heard five 
years before from the atheist Harry 
Weldon. “Rum thing,” Weldon had 
said, “All that stuff of [James] Fra-
zier’s about the Dying God. Rum 
thing. It almost looks as if it had re-
ally happened once.” It looked as if it 
had really happened once — and yet 
it lost none of its mythic power for 
having become fact.

The realization of Christianity as the 
“myth that became fact” overcame Lewis’ 
long-held opposition to the faith. Accord-
ing to Lewis, approximately a week later, 
as he rode with his brother to the Whip-
snade Zoo, the full import of the conver-
sation crystalized in faith: “When we set 
out I did not believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God, and when we reached the 
zoo I did.”

The change in Lewis was nothing 
less than miraculous. Lewis had been a 
particularly strident atheist in his youth, 
and although time and experience had 
blunted the severity of his anti-Christian 
sentiment, he had seemed an unlikely 
candidate for becoming one of the most 
widely read proponents of the Christian 
verity. However, following his conver-
sion, Lewis, knowing the weaknesses in 
the arguments of the atheists, turned his 
wit and intellect to a defense of the faith, 
writing such classics of Christian apolo-
getics as The Abolition of Man (1943), 
Mere Christianity (1944), and his auto-
biographical Surprised by Joy (1955). 
Lewis demonstrated his capacity for set-
ting forth the faith by means of popular 
fiction, as well, writing his Narnia books 
and “Space Trilogy” (Out of the Silent 
Planet, Perelandra, and That Hideous 
Strength) as further outlets for discuss-
ing the faith by means of allegory.

The significance of Lewis’ conversion 
was not limited to his own writing and 
his influence as a speaker; rather, he and 
Tol kien established a literary circle that 

The Inklings not only created such well-known works as 
the Lord of the Rings and the Narnia series, the members 
defended Christianity and provided hope against a culture 
of despair.

The “Inklings”
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c.S. lewis and J.R.R. tolkien experienced the 
horrors of the First World War but went on to 
become messengers of Christian hope.

C.S.  
Lewis

J.R.R. 
Tolkien



helped to influence an entire generation 
of English writers and defenders of the 
Christian verity: a group of writers re-
membered as the Inklings.

The Group, the Plan
Attempts to describe the nature of the 
Ink lings revolve around the common 
commitment of its informal membership 
to the pursuit of literary endeavors. C.S. 
Lewis’ brother, Warren, described the 
group as “neither a club nor a literary so-
ciety, though it partook of the nature of 
both.” Tolkien said that the name was “a 
pleasantly ingenious pun … suggesting 
people with vague or half-formed intima-
tions and ideas plus those who dabble in 
ink.” However, such descriptions belie 
the significance of the Inklings’ collec-
tive achievements. Numerous biographers 
have recounted the lives and literary en-
deavors of the men who made 
up the ranks of the Inklings, 
and several extensive ac-
counts of the group as a whole 
have been published, begin-
ning with Humphrey Carter’s 
1978 book, The Inklings. The 
most recent addition to the 
scholarly examinations of 
the Inklings is The Fellow-
ship — The Literary Lives 
of the Inklings by Philip and 
Carol Zaleski. The authors 
of The Fellowship capture 
the sense of moral purpose 
and commitment to a vigor-
ous defense of the Western 
tradition that animated the 
Inklings: They were, in many 
cases, survivors of the battle-
fields of the First World War 
and understood the measure 
of what was at stake in their 
generation:

The Inklings were, to a 
man … comrades who 
had been touched by war, 
who viewed life through 
the lens of war, yet who 
looked for hope and found 
it, in fellowship, where so 
many other modern writers 
and intellectuals saw only 
broken narratives, disfig-
urement, and despair.

… Far from breaking with tradi-
tion, they understood the Great War 
and its aftermath in the light of tra-
dition, believing, as did their literary 
and spiritual ancestors, that ours is a 
fallen world yet not a forsaken one. 
It was a belief that set them at odds 
with many of their contemporaries, 
but kept them in the broad currents 
of the English literary heritage.

Approximately two dozen men are 
counted among the ranks of the informal 
group, but John Ronald Reuel Tolkien 
(1892-1973), Clive Staples Lewis (1898-
1963), Charles Williams (1886-1945), 
and Owen Barfield (1898-1997) are al-
ways identified as the quartet at its heart, 
with Lewis and Tolkien providing its mo-
tive force. (It is worth noting, at least in 
passing, that membership in the Inklings 

was exclusively male. Thus, for example, 
although Dorothy Sayers (1893-1957) 
was known and respected by many of 
the Inklings for her efforts as a poet and 
Christian apologist, even she was not in-
vited into their ranks.) Already in 1927 
and 1928, Lewis, Tolkien, and Barfield 
had begun meeting regularly in Lewis’ 
quarters at Magdalen College. In time, 
meetings of the Inklings were divided 
between the more formal gatherings in 
Lewis’ quarters on Thursday evenings, 
and the informal gatherings at the Eagle 
and Child pub midday on Tuesday.

Efforts to describe the nature of the Ink-
lings have been proven to be more diffi-
cult than one might otherwise anticipate. 
The Zaleskis quote John Wain (one of the 
Oxford students to whom Lewis had been 
tutor) as having described the Inklings as 
“a circle of instigators, almost of incen-

diaries, meeting to urge one 
another on in the task of 
redirecting the whole cur-
rent of contemporary art 
and life,” but the Zaleskis 
themselves focus on what 
the Inklings have become: 
“Whatever the Inklings 
may have been during their 
most clubbable years, today 
they constitute a major lit-
erary force, a movement 
of sorts. As symbol, inspi-
ration, guide, and rallying 
cry, the Inklings gain more 
influence each year.” The 
Inklings lived in a time de-
fined by war: Many of them 
were veterans of the “War 
to End All Wars” who went 
on to serve in a variety of 
capacities during the Sec-
ond World War, but their 
primary endeavor in life 
was to bequeath to their 
civilization a collection of 
literary works that opposed 
the ideological spirits of the 
age. In the words of The 
Fellowship:

Nonetheless, the In-
klings were anything 
but monolithic. Even 
in the early years, the 
club embraced a vari-
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ety of professions, including don, 
doctor, lawyer, and soldier; the 
popular image of the Inklings as 
sequestered academics is clearly 
inadequate. The members’ shared 
Christianity also included a wide 
spectrum of views. Tolkien was 
Catholic; Barfield, Anthroposo-
phist; Lewis, a “mere Christian”; 
Charles Williams, Anglican with 
a dash of ritual magic. Differences 
notwithstanding, the members were 
glued together by shared adherence 
to the Nicene Creed (with Barfield 
a possible exception until the late 
1940s) and a shared set of enemies, 
including atheists, totalitarians, 
modernists, and anyone with a shal-
low imagination. Above all, they 
were friends, encouraging, provok-
ing, enlightening, and correcting 
one another.

In opposing the violent lies promulgated 
by various ideologies, the Inklings were 
of a common spirit with the sentiment 
that Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn would ex-
press in 1972 in his Nobel Lecture:

We shall be told: What can litera-
ture do in the face of a remorse-
less assault of open violence? But 
let us not forget that violence does 
not and cannot exist by itself: It 
is invariably intertwined with the 
lie.... Anyone who has once pro-
claimed violence as his method 
must inexorably choose the lie as 
his  principle....

The simple act of an ordinary 
brave man is not to participate in 
lies, not to support false actions! 
His rule: Let that come into the 
world, let it even reign supreme — 
only not through me. But it is with-

in the power of writers and artists 
to do much more: to defeat the lie!

The Inklings were a circle of men of 
a shared vision: They set out to defeat 
the lie. Through works of fiction, they 
sought to tell the truth — even while the 
purveyors of ideologies in Berlin and 
Moscow spread lies with deadly fervor. 
Rarely is an author as explicit in such an 
intent as when Tolkien, speaking through 
the voice of Samwise Gamgee, declares 
in The Two Towers:

The brave things in the old tales and 
songs, Mr. Frodo: adventures, as I 
used to call them. I used to think 
that they were things the wonder-
ful folk of the stories went out and 
looked for, because they wanted 
them, because they were exciting 
and life was a bit dull, a kind of a 
sport, as you might say. But that’s 
not the way of it with the tales that 
really mattered, or the ones that 
stay in the mind. Folk seem to have 
been just landed in them, usually 
— their paths were laid that way, 
as you put it. But I expect they had 
lots of chances, like us, of turning 
back, only they didn’t. And if they 
had, we shouldn’t know, because 
they’d have been forgotten. We 
hear about those as just went on 
— and not all to a good end, mind 
you; at least not to what folk in-
side a story and not outside it call a 
good end. You know, coming home, 
and finding things all right, though 
not quite the same — like old Mr. 
Bilbo. But those aren’t always the 
best tales to hear, though they may 
be the best tales to get landed in! 
I wonder what sort of a tale we’ve 
fallen into?

Samwise’s words confront the reader 
with the same sort of questions: “What 
sort of tale am I in? And how would oth-
ers view the way I am fulfilling my part 
in the tale?”

By the same measure, C.S. Lewis of-
fered an example of the way in which 
those who have chosen violence as their 
method choose the lie as their principle 
when, in his greatest novel, That Hideous 
Strength, he presents the agents of a dark 
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c.S. lewis spoke for all the Inklings when he declared, “There’s no sound I like better than adult 
male laughter.”



conspiracy manufacturing fraudu-
lent news stories for the purpose 
of manipulating public opinion. In 
the critical scene, a modern “intel-
lectual” named Mark Studdock is 
required to produce fake stories of 
a riot in order to form the basis for 
the government declaring a state of 
emergency. Studdock asks, “But 
how are we to write it tonight if the 
thing doesn’t even happen till to-
morrow at the earliest?”

Everyone burst out laughing.
“You’ll never manage publicity 

that way, Mark,” said Feverstone. 
“You surely don’t need to wait for 
a thing to happen before you tell 
the story of it!” …

This was the first thing Mark 
had been asked to do which he 
himself, before he did it, clear-
ly knew to be criminal. But the 
moment of his consent almost 
escaped his notice; certainly, 
there was no struggle, no sense 
of turning a corner. There may 
have been a time in the world’s 
history when such moments 
fully revealed their gravity, with 
witches prophesying on a blasted 
heath or visible Rubicons to be 
crossed. But, for him, it all slipped 
past in a chatter of laughter, of that 
intimate laughter between fellow 
professionals, which of all earthly 
powers is strongest to make men do 
very bad things before they are yet, 
individually, very bad men.

The Interactions
Meetings of the Inklings were the location 
where such novels found their first audi-
ence. The members of this circle knew that 
they would receive what could be a bru-
tally frank assessment of their efforts — 
but they also knew that they would receive 
encouragement, as well. As the Zaleskis 
observe:

Out of the Silent Planet might have 
been stillborn without Tolkien’s in-
tervention; so, too, The Lord of the 
Rings, but for the persistent sup-
port and timely critiques of Lewis 
and others. Both Lewis and Tol -
kien acknowledged a debt to Owen 

Barfield’s Poetic Diction; and while 
Lewisian traces in Williams’s books 
may be more elusive than the Wil-
liamsesque motifs that saturate 
That Hideous Strength, Lewis’s 
encouragement buoyed Williams 
 tremendously.

Unlike Tolkien and Lewis, Charles Wil-
liams was not primarily an academic. 
Instead, he spent nearly his entire profes-
sional life working for Oxford University 
Press. However, like many of his fellow 
Inklings, Williams’ passion was for his 
literary endeavors. Of these published 
works, several of his novels — includ-
ing War in Heaven, The Place of the Lion, 
and All Hallows’ Eve — remain the best-
known of his writings. Undeniably, Wil-
liams’ novels are darker in character than 
any of the writings of Lewis and Tolkien, 
and the occult often figured prominently 
in his tales. Although, like Lewis, Wil-
liams was a member of the Anglican 
Church, his interest in the occult caused 
tension between him and Tolkien. As the 
Zaleskis noted:

Nonetheless, Tolkien enjoyed 
Williams’s company and valued 
his critical acumen. During the 
war, he wrote a poem that reveals, 
if not his deepest feelings about 
Williams, at least those he was 
willing to express; in it he calls 
Williams “dearest Charles” and 
lauds his “subtle mind,” his “vir-
tues,” and his “wisdom.” … But 
mutual affability notwithstand-
ing, Tolkien disdained Williams’s 
literary works, declaring in 1965 
that he found them “wholly alien, 
and sometimes very distasteful, 
occasionally ridiculous.” Whence 
the antipathy? Distrusting Wil-
liams’s penchant for magic, he 
[Tolkien] may have suspected 
(correctly) that behind these plot 
devices lay personal occult expe-
rience kept strictly hidden from 
the Inklings.

The sudden death of Charles Wil-
liams in 1945 — only days after 
Victory in Europe Day — changed 
the character of the Inklings from 
that point onward, but it did not 
shake their faith. In the words of 

C.S. Lewis, “No event has so corroborat-
ed my faith in the next world as Williams 
did simply by dying. When the idea of 
death and the idea of Williams thus met 
in my mind, it was the idea of death that 
changed.”

Among the Inklings, it was Owen 
Barfield who was the first to publish a 
work of fiction — The Silver Trumpet — 
but it would be Lewis and Tolkien who 
would make names for themselves in 
this arena. Barfield sought to understand 
history through the changes in language 
and the attendant changes “not only in the 
ideas people have formed about the world, 
but a change in the very world they ex-
perience.” His 1928 work, Poetic Diction, 
would have an influence on the way in 
which the Inklings understood language; 
Lewis and Tolkien both acknowledged 
a profound debt to Barfield. Among the 
Inklings, it is possible that Barfield had 
the strongest belief in the transformative 
power of language within culture, posit-
ing that one of the greatest hopes for the 
future of mankind was found in the realm 
of the poets.
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charles williams died decades before any of the other 
Inklings, but his work continued to have a fundamental 
influence on his fellow Inklings.



Defenders of the Christian Faith
The Inklings shared the Christian belief 
in the power of the Word; for Lewis and 
Tolkien, in particular, the Word made 
flesh — Christ Jesus — was the center of 
their lives, the inspiration for their labors, 
and their comfort in times of sorrow. Al-
though Lewis is remembered above all 
as a steadfast defender of the Christian 
faith, Tolkien’s piety was of a decidedly 
sacramental character. As Tolkien wrote 
to his son Michael: “Out of the darkness 
of my life, so much frustrated, I put be-
fore you the one great thing to love on 
earth: the Blessed Sacrament.... There 
you will find romance, glory, honour, fi-
delity, and the true way of all your loves 
upon earth.”

The Inklings were the Christian answer 
to the Enlightenment notion of the “re-
public of letters”; far from being a scat-
tered assemblage of “philosophes,” the 
Inklings were united by a common bond 

of friendship and overlapping visions of 
the traditions of Christendom and the 
West restored. As the Zaleskis wrote in 
The Fellowship:

Lewis’s work was all of a piece, as 
literary scholar, fantasist, and apolo-
gist, he was ever on a path of reha-
bilitation and recovery. Tolkien, like 
Lewis, claimed to be a living anach-
ronism — “I am in fact a Hobbit (in 
all but size)” — but anyone who 
troubles to create new languages 
and surround them with new myths 
for the sake of reenchanting Eng-
lish literature can hardly be accused 
of living in the past. In his fiction, 
Charles Williams reclaimed mysteri-
ous, numinous objects — the Holy 
Grail, the Stone of Suleiman, a Tarot 
deck, Platonic archetypes — from 
past epochs and relocated them in 
modern England to demonstrate the 

thinness, even today, of the barrier 
between natural and supernatural.... 
Owen Barfield excavated the past 
embedded within language, secreted 
in the plainest of words, in order il-
luminate the future of consciousness 
in all its esoteric, scarcely imagin-
able glory.

The personal inclinations — even obses-
sions — of the various members of the 
Inklings each added facets to the shared 
endeavor. Men who survived the horrors 
of two world wars with faith and hope 
intact strove to impart the traditions of 
the past to generations that were yet to 
come. The tragedies of war were framed 
by the Inklings in the context of a rebirth 
of hope, particularly in light of Tolkien’s 
notion of a “eucatastrophe” — a sudden 
victory of hope in a situation that seemed 
hopeless:

The war may have opened a gap be-
tween expectation and fulfillment 
that literature was uniquely prepared 
to occupy and investigate. Or it may 
be that the poetry of World War I, at 
least in its lyrical mode, was itself 
the last flowering of the Age of Inno-
cence that preceded the war, that the 
horrors of the trenches sparked this 
final blossoming, as friction gives 
rise to fire; that the daily nightmare 

unfolding before the sol-
diers sharpened their sense 
of beauty, prophecy, and 
mission. If this is so, one 
may regard the traditional-
ism of the Inklings, not as a 
return to the past, but as the 
past still alive in the present, 
as the spirit of World War I 
poetry, the last articulation of 
ordered innocence, finding 
new voice amidst the nearly 
incessant wars of flesh, mind, 
and spirit that marked the 
twentieth century.

Though the Inklings have long 
since returned to dust, their 
works do follow them, and gen-
erations now learn some measure 
of the traditions of their forefa-

thers through the writings of men who 
had their hope in the Word made flesh. n

 — Past and PErsPEctivEHistorYHistorY

The personal inclinations — even obsessions — of the various 
members of the Inklings each added facets to the shared endeavor. 
Men who survived the horrors of two world wars with faith and hope 
intact strove to impart the traditions of the past to generations that 
were yet to come.
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the inklings’ influence was felt not only through their more academic endeavors (center), but 
above all through their works of fiction, which shaped the minds of the public.



Gallagher Financial Group, Inc.
Isaiah 40:31

Through his books, seminars, and radio shows, Dr. 

Gallagher has answered thousands of questions 

on tax avoidance, lawsuit protection, wealth 

creation, and the psychology of investing.

Listen to Dr. Gallagher and read his books.  
He knows what he’s talking about.

— John F. McManus, JBS President

817-485-1825 or 800-434-4DOC 
www.docgallagher.com 

Offices in Dallas & Fort Worth • Clients Nationwide

Dr. W. Neil 
Gallagher

FInancIal 
counselor

• Retirement Planning Specialist
• IRA’s/Rollovers
• Lifetime Guaranteed Income
• Legacy Planning and Long-Term Care

CALL now for your complimentary copy of The Money 
Doctor’s Guide, or a complimentary consultation!

www.docgallagher.com


thirteen-year-old  
Shoots intruder
The Post and Courier reported out of 
South Carolina on November 10 about 
a 13-year-old boy who was forced to 
use his mother’s gun to defend himself. 
The boy was home alone around 2 p.m. 
when he saw a suspicious vehicle pull 
up behind his house. Two men exited 
the vehicle and began trying to break in. 
The quick-thinking boy hurriedly ran to 
his mother’s bedroom and retrieved her 
pistol. As the men were beating on the 
door to gain access to the home, the boy 
opened fire. One of the suspects returned 
fire at the boy but did not hit him. The 
two men fled back to their car while still 
exchanging shots with the boy. Authori-
ties later said the vehicle the two suspects 
were driving had bullet holes.

After the uninjured suspect dropped the 
injured suspect off at a nearby medical 
facility, he then drove off in the vehicle. 
The injured suspect, 31-year-old Lamar 
Brown, was soon pronounced dead as a 
result of multiple gunshot wounds. His ac-
complice was identified as 28-year-old Ira 
Bennett, who was also apprehended.

Investigators located a .45 pistol in the 
backyard of the home where the crime 
occurred, and police believe that it may 
have belonged to Brown, who dropped it 
after getting shot. The Charleston County 
Sheriff’s Office has said Bennett has been 
charged with first-degree burglary and 
possession of a weapon during the com-
mission of a violent crime. A review of 
the rap sheet of the two suspects reveals 
extensive criminal histories. Bennett had 
previously been convicted of assault with 
intent to kill, pointing a firearm at a per-
son, and third-degree burglary, as well as 
possession of a controlled substance, man-
ufacturing and distributing a controlled 
substance, and possession of marijuana. 
Brown’s convictions included six felony 
drug charges, as well as a conviction for 
the unlawful carrying of a weapon and dis-
orderly conduct and trespassing.

The boy’s mother was shocked about 
what happened and told the Post and 
Courier that she did have the pistol in the 
house but never taught her son how to use 

it. “I tell my kids that if anything ever hap-
pens to call 911, but I also tell them to pro-
tect themselves if they have to.... I never 
would have dreamed that this would have 
been a part of our day.” The boy’s mother 
described her son as a well-behaved child 
“who is quiet and listens well.” She said 
that he told her he wished the shooting 
never happened. The mother also said that 
this incident makes her want to move from 
Charleston but she didn’t want to make 
any rash decisions. “I’m always scared; 
there’s so much going on all the time in 
Charleston.... All I can do is continue to 
pray and hope it gets better.”

Neighbors said that they were shocked 
by the shooting. Debbie Griffin told the 
Post and Courier that she called police 
after hearing shots ring out. Griffin also 
said her son was outside at the time and 
actually witnessed the attempted burglary. 
“I don’t know really what happened, but it 
kind of scared me.... It was a little close,” 
she said.

Breastfeeding mom  
Shoots at intruder
WSOC reported on November 10 about a 
North Carolina mom who was in the midst 
of breastfeeding her infant son when she 
was the victim of a violent home inva-
sion. Multiple men approached the home 
in Charlotte and began knocking on her 
door. When the mother, 21-year-old Se-
mantha Bunce, who was home with just 
her son, did not answer, one of the men 
began pounding on the door in an effort to 
break it down. Bunce, a combat medic in 
the U.S. Army’s 105th Engineer Battalion, 
grabbed her pistol and went to her bed-
room door. The man barged into the house 
and approached the stairwell, whereupon 
Bunce fired at him. The man returned fire, 
and in the exchange of gunfire Bunce was 
struck twice. Police did not say whether 
any of the intruders were hit.

Her husband, Paul Bunce, believed that 
his wife’s National Guard training helped 
prepare her for this and later told WSOC, 
“I think it was a shock to the intruders just 
as much as it was to her!” Thankfully, the 
baby was unharmed in the shooting. Se-

mantha Bunce remains in the medical cen-
ter recovering from her injuries and has 
undergone multiple surgeries.

Charlotte-Mecklenburg police later ar-
rested Reco Latur Dawkins, Jr., 23, and 
charged him with attempted first-degree 
murder, felony breaking and entering, 
and conspiracy in connection to the inci-
dent. Police believe Dawkins targeted the 
home in a random act of crime. Sunday’s 
arrest was Dawkins’ seventh in the past 
three years, including several on charges 
of breaking and entering, according to the 
Mecklenburg Sheriff’s Office. Dawkins 
has a long criminal history stretching back 
almost a decade. Police initially said there 
was more than one intruder, but did not 
reveal whether investigators were look-
ing for anyone else in connection with the 
shooting.

Psycho attack
A story out of Tomball, Texas, resembled 
something out of a horror movie. KHOU 
reported on November 2 that 21-year-old 
Pedro Sanchez snuck into the house of a 
young man he knew and repeatedly stabbed 
the man while he showered. The Har-
ris County Sheriff’s Office said Sanchez 
was wearing latex gloves and carrying a 
baseball bat when he entered the house 
through an unlocked door. He then walked 
upstairs, where he found 17-year-old Tyler 
Wade showering and began stabbing him to 
death. The victim’s 12-year-old sister wit-
nessed this horrifying scene and ran to get 
help from a neighbor. The neighbor, an off-
duty Houston firefighter, quickly grabbed 
his shotgun and went to investigate. The 
firefighter found Sanchez upstairs standing 
over the bloodied boy’s body. The neigh-
bor told Sanchez multiple times to drop the 
knife. Instead, Sanchez lunged at the fire-
fighter, who fired a single shot, killing the 
knife-wielding attacker. The entire com-
munity was in shock over the brutal kill-
ing. While a motive for the attack is still 
not known, family members say the victim 
knew his attacker. The deceased teen was 
remembered by his peers as a popular foot-
ball player and a “fun-loving guy that could 
put a smile on anyone’s face.” n

— pATrick krey
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Surprise! obamacare 
Proves unsustainable
Item: The White House website boasts: 
“Until President Obama fought for and 
signed the Affordable Care Act, for dec ades, 
millions of Americans lacked the security of 
health care coverage they deserve.”

Moreover, crows the government site, 
“Thanks to the ACA, millions of Ameri-
cans who already had health insurance 
now have better coverage because women 
can no longer be charged higher premiums 
than men for the same plan, people with 
pre-existing conditions can no longer be 
denied coverage, and young adults won’t 
age off their parent’s policy when they turn 
age 19 or graduate from college.”
Item: Democratic presidential candidate 
Hillary Clinton has signaled that she wants 
to expand the government’s role in the 
health sector, reports the Washington Ex-
aminer for November 14. “I want to build 
on and improve the Affordable Care Act,” 
she said that day. She also vowed that she 
would “certainly tackle cost issues.” 
Item: On October 15, the Department of 
Health and Human Services issued a re-
lease about that day’s announcement by 
HHS Secretary Sylvia Burwell. The sec-
retary, said the lede of the HHS release, 
“expects 10 million individuals to be 
enrolled in coverage through the Health 
Insurance Marketplaces and paying their 
premiums — so-called effectuated cover-
age — at the close of 2016.”
CorreCtIon: Wow. Not only is Obama-
Care popular and well-nigh miraculous, 
but we are all going to be even better off 
when the government gets more intrusive.

Sadly, however, these folks letting off 
esteem about their own good deeds are 
wide of the mark.

Consider the HHS secretary’s brag 
about the possibility of conscripting 10 
million Americans by the end of the year. 
That might seem a considerable number 
at first glance. Yet, just months earlier, the 
federal government was talking about en-
rolling more than twice as many as that. If 
you keep lowering the bar, eventually you 
can claim success.

As recently as March 2015, writes 

Devon Herrick for the National Center for 
Public Analysis (NCPA), “estimates by the 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) pro-
jected 21 million would sign up in 2016. 
Enrollment is ... likely to gradually decline 
into what actuaries sometimes refer to as an 
adverse selection death spiral.”

The NCPA analyst reviews the panacea 
that was force-fed to the body politic:

In a nutshell, Obamacare exchange 
plans are premised on the idea that 
young healthy people would be 
overcharged to help pay for older, 
less healthy enrollees — who would 
otherwise find their coverage unaf-
fordable if charged premiums based 
on their health risk.

In theory, sliding-scale subsidies 
would make premiums affordable for 
moderate-income families, while the 
law would force healthy, wealthier 
families to subsidize the poor and those 
in poor health. The only problem: peo-
ple know when they are getting a bad 
deal and resist in any way they can!

Meanwhile, as we write, more than half 
of the ObamaCare co-ops have failed. 
Along with them, as the Wall Street Jour-
nal put it, is the $1.24 billion in federal 
loans that has “all but vaporized.” More 

losses will follow. As it is, “nearly a mil-
lion Americans may lose coverage.” 

Even the leftist New York Times and Bos-
ton Globe — proponents of Obama Care — 
have recently been carrying lengthy pieces 
quoting people who are personally affected 
by the government scheme, with headlines 
such as “Many Say High Deductibles Make 
Their Health Law Insurance All but Use-
less.” A typical consumer, from Chattanoo-
ga, Tennessee, is quoted as saying: “When 
they said affordable, I thought they really 
meant affordable.”

The adverse selection death spiral, 
predicted by many, is a result of having 
healthy individuals bailing out of the pro-
gram when their premiums become obvi-
ously more expensive than their perceived 
benefits. When those consumers leave, 
what is left? As the insurers have found 
out, what remains are the consumers who 
represent a loss. The numbers, called med-
ical loss ratios (MLRs) in the business, 
reflect the real world as opposed to the 
empty rhetoric of the politicians and bu-
reaucrats. They represent the proportion of 
the premiums that are collected that have 
to be paid out in benefits. Despite orders 
by the federal government and even fines, 
many are over 100 percent.

Already, as pointed out by Representa-
tive Adrian Smith (R-Neb.), who serves 
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on the House Ways and Means Health 
Subcommittee, more than 500,000 people 
have lost their coverage because their 
co-ops went south. Of course they did. 
Companies can only stay in business for a 
while when they have to pay out more than 
they receive. As Smith said: “The co-ops 
took on far too many customers at artifi-
cially low premiums, and, as the Ameri-
can Enterprise Institute and the Galen In-
stitute noted earlier this year, are drawing 
down ‘unspent loan funds to pay medical 
claims.’ Despite mounting failures, the 
Obama administration has been unwilling 
to change course.”

Such customers, the Wall Street Journal 
reported on November 5, have felt “after-
shocks, typically paying much higher pre-
miums and deductibles to another insurer 
and potentially on the hook for medical 
bills if a failed co-op can’t cover them. 
Some consumers are finding hospitals and 
doctors won’t accept their co-op insurance 
because of fears they won’t get paid.”

The high medical loss ratios are threat-
ening insurers in at least 27 states, accord-
ing to researchers with the Urban Institute 
and Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. 
The MLRs are directly linked to the phe-
nomenon of adverse selection. Writing for 
National Review Online, Michael Tanner 
explains the process:

The young and healthy simply 
haven’t signed up for Obamacare in 
the same numbers as those who are 
older and sicker. The only way for 
insurers to offset their skyrocketing 
MLRs is to hike premiums still fur-
ther. The researchers [Urban Institute 
and the Johnson Foundation] suggest 
that premiums in the worst states 
could have to rise by an average of 
34 percent, and possibly as much as 
52 percent.

But premium hikes of that magni-
tude would almost certainly further 
discourage younger and healthier 
Americans from buying insurance 
(even with increased Obamacare 
fines … er … penalties … er … taxes 
starting next year). Should that hap-
pen, stay tuned.

To be sure, there are some people who are 
happy for what the government is giving 
them. However, there are not as many as 
one might think, according to a recent 
Gallup Poll. Consider the presumed prime 
targets of the law that is going to cost an 
estimated $2 trillion over a decade — 
namely, the uninsured. A full 59 percent 
of the respondents in that uninsured sec-
tor disapprove of ObamaCare, compared 
to 30 percent who approve.

A lot of uninsured folks, it turns out, can 
think. They have figured out that subsidies 
do not necessarily make ObamaCare a 
smart purchase for them. Chris Connover, 
a Duke University economist, after study-
ing the evidence, has commented:

Except for those who are heavily 
subsidized, Obamacare coverage is 
a really bad deal for the uninsured. 
Consider the poorest members on the 
Exchange (family income equivalent 
to 138-175% of poverty). Even after 
subsidies, the net premium paid by 
such families to obtain a Silver plan 
will be nearly triple the average 
amount they would have spent out of 
pocket had they remained uninsured!

Meanwhile, when Hillary Clinton says she 
wants to “build” on today’s ObamaCare, 
she means she wants more federal con-
trols. She is unlikely to go into too many 
details before the election, but the intent 
has been obvious for many years. She is, 
as Monica Crowley has said, the “grand-
mother of socialized medicine” and has 
been pushing this route for more than two 
decades.

As Crowley wrote in the Washington 
Times, ever since the passage of Obama-
Care, Clinton and her leftist allies have

effectively moved the goalposts so 
far to the extreme that single payer 
will no longer seem like a radical 
approach but the logical solution to 
fixing the program’s problems. Mrs. 
Clinton will argue that single payer is 
the obvious next step, a fait accompli.

Consider: Obamacare is currently 
being smothered by a raft of existen-
tial problems: ever-higher premiums, 
disappearing subsidies, the collapse 
of Obamacare co-ops, fewer enroll-
ees, rising loss ratios. The program 
is entering the long-anticipated and 
feared “death spiral.”

That, of course, was the endgame 
all along. The Obamacare archi-
tects rigged the system to implode 
so they could ride to the rescue with 
single payer.
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Clinton has accused opponents of being 
apparently heartless people. They “really 
want to go back to the era when we had 
no public support for health care. They 
didn’t support Medicare, they didn’t sup-
port Medicaid, and now they don’t support 
the Affordable Care Act.”

Indeed, if one were to believe Clinton, 
it is astounding that generations of Ameri-
cans somehow survived the horrors of the 
survival-of-the-fittest world. (And never 
mind that America’s first hospital, backed 
with both private funding and the Pennsyl-
vania Assembly, was founded in 1751. It 
was created, in the language of the bill, “to 
care for the sick poor of the Province and 
for the reception and care of lunaticks.”)

Hillary Clinton has actually tipped her 
hand about some of the ways she would 
change the health marketplace. As Sally 
Pipes, president of the Pacific Research 
Institute, wrote for Forbes in October:

At every level of her plan, Clinton 
uses Obamacare’s flaws as an excuse 
for more mandates, more regulations, 
and more taxes. To top it off, her plan 
would gut two successful health reform 
initiatives that predate Obama care: 
Health Savings Accounts and Medi-
care Part D through price controls.

It’s Obamacare 2.0 — and it 
builds on Hillary’s healthcare efforts 
from the early 1990s.

Yet in the process of implementing 
Obama Care, a number of states are hav-
ing their budgets wiped out. Consider 
California. Originally, it was supposed 
to get 800,000 enrollees because of its 
Medicaid expansion; the actual number 
went over 2.3 million. Other blowouts: 
New Mexico got 44 percent more than 
projected; for Oregon, it turned out to be 
73 percent more; and Washington state 
got more than 100 percent of the num-
bers projected. What was supposed to 
cost $537 million in Illinois (over several 
years) jumped to around $2 billion.

In Rhode Island, according to the Prov-
idence Journal, about a quarter of the 
population wound up on Medicaid, with 
the program consuming about 30 percent 
of all state spending. To plug the budget 
gap, the Wall Street Journal noted, Rhode 
Island instituted a 3.5 percent tax on “poli-
cies sold through the state’s ObamaCare 
exchange.”

Other examples could be given, but 
you get the idea. And in case you wonder 
why Medicaid is so involved, the answer 
is straightforward. The Affordable Care 
Act is being touted as a success because it 
pushed so many people into Medicaid. As 
a recent Heritage Foundation study noted, 
in 2014, “Medicaid enrollment growth dif-
fered sharply between those states that ad-
opted the ACA’s Medicaid expansion and 
those that did not. States with the ACA’s 

Medicaid expansion in effect experienced 
Medicaid enrollment growth of almost 8.3 
million people, while the increase in Med-
icaid enrollment for the states without the 
expansion in effect was 725,000 people.”

This is what the White House, the presi-
dent, Hillary Clinton, and the HHS have 
not been telling Americans: The federal 
government essentially bribed the states to 
expand Medicaid. It was designed to hap-
pen that way by means of the Affordable 
Care Act. Almost all of the gain credited 
to ObamaCare resulted from expanding 
Medicaid for anyone at 138 percent of the 
official “federal poverty level” or below.

Details may be found in a revealing Her-
itage Foundation “Backgrounder” by Ed-
mund Haislmaier and Drew Gonshorowski, 
dated October 15. Here’s the gist:

Health insurance enrollment data 
for 2014 shows that the number of 
Americans with health insurance in-
creased by 9.25 million during the 
year. However, the vast majority of 
the increase was the result of 8.99 
million individuals being added to 
the Medicaid rolls. While enrollment 
in private individual-market plans in-
creased by almost 4.79 million, most 
of that gain was offset by a reduction 
of 4.53 million in the number of peo-
ple with employment-based group 
coverage. Thus, the net increase in 
private health insurance in 2014 was 
just 260,000 people.

Meanwhile, other assurances used to sell 
the gullible have dropped into the mem-
ory hole. Where is the annual $2,500 in 
savings in premiums that Barack Obama 
promised? And what happened to that 
other oft-repeated vow? It went some-
thing like this: If you want to keep your 
existing heathcare plan, you can keep 
your plan.

If these deluders had their consciences 
taken out, those would be minor opera-
tions. We were promised affordable and 
wound up with sticker shock. And now if 
we find the results unpalatable, the statists 
have another solution: Double the dose. n

— wiLLiAm p. hoAr
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doubling down: Though Hillary 
Clinton admits to seeing flaws in 
ObamaCare’s implementation, she 
not only wants continued government 
involvement in healthcare, but she 
wants total government control over 
healthcare: the single-payer model 
that has generally failed elsewhere.
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As the county clerk for 
Rowan County, Ken-
tucky, Kim Davis 

made the national news by 
defying a federal court order 
that she must issue marriage 
licenses to homosexuals, 
following the U.S. Supreme 
Court’s decision in Oberge-
fell v. Hodges. Regarding that 
case, on June 26, 2015, the 
Supreme Court ruled that the 
right to marry is guaranteed to 
same-sex couples by the 14th 
Amendment, specifically, the 
“due process” and “equal pro-
tection” clauses of Section 1.

But when one studies the 
history of the 14th Amend-
ment, including the debates in Congress during its creation, one 
discovers that its purpose was to grant citizenship to the newly 
freed slaves, so that they could enjoy the same rights as everyone 
else. It had nothing to do with same-sex “marriage.” How could 
it? Throughout human history, marriage has always been under-
stood to mean the union of a man and a woman, because that is the 
only way to bring children into the world. The Bible says in Gen-
esis 1 that God created male and female, that in marriage they are 
to “be one flesh,” and that they are to “be fruitful and multiply.” 
Obviously, this could never be true of any homosexual relation-
ship, which makes “same-sex marriage” the ultimate oxymoron.

When Kim Davis began refusing to issue marriage licenses, 
both to same-sex and to opposite-sex couples, four couples rep-
resented by the American Civil Liberties Union filed a lawsuit 
against Davis (Miller v. Davis). The U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Kentucky ordered Davis to start issuing mar-
riage licenses, including to same-sex couples. Her lawyers filed 
an application with the Supreme Court, in order to have the 
lower court’s order put on hold while she pursued an appeal, but 
the application was denied. Davis continued to defy the court 
order and refused to issue marriage licenses, claiming that she 
was acting “under God’s authority.”

Despite what some might think, Davis was not out of line 
in stating that. Let us start with the fact that the Declaration of 
Independence declares that our rights come from God, when it 
states that all men “are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights.” In other words, our rights do not come from 
the State. Do homosexuals have a God-given, unalienable right 
to marry? Given all of the warnings in the Bible about homo-
sexuality, it should be intuitively obvious that they do not.

Davis was acting under the principle that the authority that 
an individual possesses in civil government is delegated author-
ity, that this authority is delegated by God, and that such an 

individual must act in confor-
mity with God’s laws. Mat-
thew Trewhella expounds on 
this principle in his book The 
Doctrine of the Lesser Magis-
trates: A Proper Resistance to 
Tyranny and a Repudiation of 
Unlimited Obedience to Civil 
Government (see the book re-
view on page 31). Trewhella 
summarizes by stating:

The lesser magistrate doc-
trine reminds the higher 
authority that their author-
ity is limited. No one who 
holds authority in civil 
government rules with au-
tonomy. The authority they 

possess is delegated to them by God. Hence, all those in 
positions of authority stand accountable to God, and are to 
govern according to his rule.

A tyrant is defined as one who contravenes or impugns 
the law of God; assaults the person, property, or liberty of 
the citizens; or violates the Constitution.

And that brings us to the 10th Amendment of the Constitution, 
which states: “The powers not delegated to the United States by 
the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved 
to the States respectively, or to the people.” Nowhere in the 
Constitution is the power granted to any branch of the federal 
government to change the institution of marriage.

Davis was eventually jailed for contempt of court, then re-
leased after five days. When she returned to work, she stated 
that she would not interfere with her deputies, who had begun 
issuing marriage licenses as directed by the court order.

It is worth noting that, when Lawrence v. Texas overturned 
anti-sodomy laws a decade ago, those who warned that the defi-
nition of marriage would be next to come under attack were dis-
missed as lunatics. But look at where we are today. If a Supreme 
Court decision can arbitrarily turn the institution of marriage 
on its head and declare that two men can marry, then why not 
three men, or four women, or one man and two women, etc.? 
There is now no compelling reason to forbid it, because it could 
be argued that to forbid it discriminates against those who want 
to have such an arrangement and deprives them of their 14th 
Amendment rights. Can I now marry my brother? Why not? 
There is a compelling reason why I cannot marry my sister, as 
inbreeding leads to a much higher risk of birth defects. But that 
doesn’t apply to my brother.

The Supreme Court’s ruling amounts to an absurdity, and it is 
disconcerting to see that it now has a godless majority. n

A Right to Refuse Marriage licenses
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